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t NAME

COMMON:

DAA SH

Massachusetts

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

COUNTY:
‘liddlesex
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE

Mi'cu m

Comanding Officer's Quarters,-Bldg*-I1ly THIRET

ND7O0R HISTORIC;

Ccxnanding Officer's Quarters, Bldg.

[11, |7atertown Arsenal

2 LCCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:
143 Arsenal Street (on property of Any Mterials &' fechanics Research Center)
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT;
' 7aterto\7n Eighth Massaclnusetts
STATE: COUNTY:
lassachusetts 02172 x 'liddlesex D17
|». CLASSIFtCATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
District K| Building S  Public Public Acquisition: ~ 1 Occupied Yes:
Site e  Structure | | Privote I I'In Process Unoccupied | | Restricted
Object Both | 1 Being Considered j | Preservation work «  Unrestricted
in progress &N o
PRESENT USE (Check One orMore aa Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural A | Government Park 1 | Transportation I 1 Comments
I | Commercial I I Industrial Privote Residence Other  (Specify)
[ | Educational 3~ Militory I 1Religious
[ 1 Entertoinment [ 1 Museum [ 1 Scientific
4, AGENCY
feadquarters, Anty Materiel CGrmand, Washington, DC
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (f applicable) STREET AND NUMBER:
IS/ Material s & Mechani cs Research Cent er 443 Arsenal Street
CITY OR TOWN; STATE; CODE
Watertown lassachusetts 02172 "3
5* LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
Iliddlesex County |Mistry of Deeds,
STREET AND NUMBER:
P.O. Box 68, 208 Cambridge Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Cambridge, (elassachusetts 02141 o5

6. REPRgSENTAHON IN EXtSTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: I | Federal

DEPOSI TORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER;

CITY OR TOWN;

Stote

N ?

8975

N



7, DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent « Good . Fair | | Deteriorated . Ruins I | Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

Altered n Unaltered I 1Moved f71 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Qne of the higlilights of the Arny Material s andriechanics |”search Center
(formerly tlie Vatertown Arsenal ) i s Buildi ng 111, the Gntnanding Officer's
Quarters. After over a hundred years' residence by Vdetc<fli ccrananding of figgrg
the house regains virtually unaltered. ’

The Gommanding Officer's Quarters was bhuilt in 1865i nthe Bracketed
Style. The house i s nade of brick andi sthree stories withacellar. I ts
hi pped roof i scresteduwitli a vrooden bal ustrade, and chi meys of panel ed
brickwork add to the irregular silhouette cliaracteristic of tlie period. The
fom i s further elaborated by porches, bal conies and projecting pavilions.

AVictorian veranda surrounds part of the house, and supporting the
porch roof are delicate single and palred Corinthiancast-iron columns from
which springarches of acelike ironwork. Paneled brick pilasters place
enphasis at the congjrs and a series of brackets supports the heavy corni ce.

The evolution of the plan of the Gcrmanding Officer's Quarters was an
involved one. The first set of plans was sent by the U5 O dnance Depart nent m
in Washington to Gatnanding Officer Thcnas J, Fodnan i n 1864. Assistedby ~ m
his draughtsnan George W Horn of Watertown, Rodnan nade certain changes i ntjhe —
specifications and sent the revisedplans to VAshington, After several re-
visions inthe first set of plans, Fodnan |ater was granted perm ssion by
the Qdnance Chief to followanentirely newdesign, that of the Springfield
Anory Qitnanding Officer's residence. It was not until ayear later after
nang revisions anddeliberations that naster nason Tliornas L. French was abl e
to begin the foundations of the house.

NO S O03-38N

The plan of the nainportion of tlie house i shuilt around alarge
central liall vMch provides access to the principal roons. |t appears that
originally skylights inthe first and second floor hal |l ways provided seine
i | lum nation, cilthough today only the second floor skylight remains. The
first floor hall haslofty ceilings at the top of \-jhich i s a handscne decora-
tive frieze. Gher roans onthe first floor are richly omament ed \"dth heavy
nol dings and ceiling nedal l'ions.

Ecterxling at aright angle fromthe hall i sanarched stairway which
IS begun by a nonunental nain newel. The stairway |eads to the second story
hal | around VMch are arranged four comer chanbers with intervening dressinc
rocns and baths. The third floor contains storage space and servants'
quarters. To the west of the nmain body of the Ix)usei s anell which provides
addi tional chanbers and servicerocns. |n the basanent are nore servants'
roans as wel | as a drying ixxsn.

Throughout the house typical marble Victorian fireplaces are abundant.
Tlie use of wood al so enliances the decorative program Anong the buil ding
materials ordered i n 1865were | arge anounts of cedar, chestnut, bl ack
wal nut, butternut and spruce — nany of which viere used i nthe beautiful
pol ychromatic hardwood floors i nthe mainportion of the house.
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Arcliitectural Significance (continued)

Qverloolcing the Cliarles River, tlie Watertown Cerricincling Officer's
Quarters i shbeautifully sited. | ti s approachecl fromArsenal Street by viay
of the tree-lined Talcott Avenue, traditionally known as the "Avenue of a
Hundred Trees.” I n 1919 the fetertcRvm Arsenal grounds YVGre | andscaped by
the QA nsted Brothers, tlie sonand adopted nephes-; of the fanous Frederick
lav/ A nsted. The Ansted Brothers paid particular attention tothe area
surrounding the Comanding Officer's Quarters. Tlie land stretching to the
riverbank was cl eared of obstructions inpairing aviesvof tlie Charles, and
the porch steps were shifted to provide the house with a soutliemorientation
toward the water. Mich of the early |andscaping and plantings ranain today
providing apark-1ike atnmosphere for tlie residence of I'fatertown cornmanders.

GPO 921-7 24



8. SI-GNI FICANCE

N C

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ I Pre-Columbian I 116th Century I 118th Century . 20th Century
15fh Century I 117fh Century A 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEISI (If Applicable and Known) 1865
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aboriginal I | Education . Political I I Urban Planning
[ 1Prehistoric [ | Engineering . Religion/Phi- . Other (Specify)
[X1 Historic I I Industry losophy

L | Agriculture 1 1linvention [ I Science
Architecture DTl Landscape . Sculpture
Art Architecture [ 1 Social/Human-
I 1 Commerce I | Literature itarian
I | Communications E] Military I | Theater

I 1 Conservation . Music | | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Buil ding 111, the Ccrmanding Officer's Quarters at the Aray Material s
and Mechani cs Research Center (fornerly the [fetertown Arsenal) Wasbuilt in
1865 as the residence of Myjor Theflias J. Rodnan viho ccrxnanded tlie Arsenal
during the Civil Ver period. Since that time the house has been occupied by
49 ccnr.ianders of the installation, “any of these nen have been officers of
out st andi ng achi eveirvent vt o have played a significant role i nthe arras de-
\i/(el op:iient and materials research for which the VMatertow Arsenal was so v/ell

nowN.

Maj or Rodnan di stingui shed himsel f through hi s devel opment of the
revol utionary "Rodnan Casting Process" for making guns, and he al so becane
nationally known for his ej<perinents i nthe field of gunpowder. Lt, Col,
Theodore T, § Laidl ey who ccrnanded the Wt ertown Arsenal frecm 1871 t o 1882
is credited witli devisingvarious maneuvering iitplanents for handling Rodnan
guns and carriages, especially the "Laidley Gun Lift."

In 1909 Col . Charles B Weel er, ccmander frcm 1900 to 1917, intro-
duced the Taylor Systemof Scientific flanagenent into tlie Watertown Arsenal .
Vdtertcxvn | ed al | other arsenals i nthe cotintry i nthe adoption of such a
systemwhicli enabled the installation to reduce costs and increase produc-
trvity, thus making it nore ccrpetitive with private manufacturers. Col .
Weel er v*s al so responsible for introducing the manufacture of anror piercinb
projectiles at Wtertown.

Anot her not abl e occupant of the Ccrmandiiig Officer's Quarters was
Lt. Col. (later Brigadier General? Tracy C Dickson (1917-1932).  Dickson
inaugurated the useof tlie centrifugal castingprocess i nrraking guntubes,
a nethod vAch increased efficiency by 700% D ckfson's supervision of e:qb)eri
ments i nthe col d*vorkingor autofrettage process of strengthening gun tubes
al so brought about advances i narras manufacture.

In addition to nany of their individual acliievatvents at tertown, a
nuniber of the ocriinanding of ficers there [ater served as United States Chief
of Qdnance i nVéshi ngton.

The actual building of the Ccrmanding Officer's Quarters brought about
a controversy \dhLch contributed to the removal of Maj or Rodnan frcm conmand
at the Arsenal. Q “nents of the spacious nev quarters charged that they wer4



9.

1&.

12.

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Dickson, Col, T. C History of the Watertown Arsenal, 1928, Typed raanuscripjt

located at tlie Tecl Tnical Library, AMMRG Watertown, Massachusetts,

History of UTB Watertown Arsenal
Record G oup 156, Entry 1401,
Mat her, Col . John.

Hi story of Watertown Arsenal

(Sept, 1916-Dec, 1942) and Rel ated Records,
National Archives Building, GA

| f eshi ngton,

(1Jov. 1942), Typed nanusc:

| ocated at Technical Library, A-IIRG Vatertown, Mssachusetts,

"Papers Relating t othe alleged msnmanagenent of the WatertomArsenal
Thonas Rodnan, Sept, 1864-July 1865"
File 2293, National Archives,

Rol | 443,

OEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE

COORDINATES
PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW
NE
SE
SV

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

Philip J, Corbett, Historical

BUSINESS ADDRESS:

Officer

V2

by mj
[tetional Archives mcrofilm M19,
GA |'Jashington, DG

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Am* Materials and Mechani cs Resear ch Cent er

S?-r"-iiET AND NUMBER:
443 Arsenal Street

CITY OR TOWN;
Watertown
CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

State Liaison Officer recommendation:

J'Yes

j>Sltete Liaison Officer Sgnature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby
nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re-
view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom-
mended level of significanceis + National State

.FederaJ Representative  Sgnature '‘Date
Director, Real Property & Natural
Resources, r/t/e QASD(I &L)

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
3"
larch 1, 1975
PHONE
923-3278
STATE CODE
Massachusetts "25—

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Date
ATTEST:

-Keeper of The National Register

Date

GPO 938-449
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STATE

flassachusetts
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JAN SO 17f

being Ixiilt for Rodman's onn benefit and tliat the costs v*Dud reach an
astroncnical $100,000 to $150,000, Otlier testified tliat expenses vDud range
betai)een $40,000 and $60,000 — much closer to the fincil $63,478,65 cost
than \Mat critics estimated. Rodmen himself |eft Watertovm in July, 1865,
never having tlie opportunity to live in the house v;hich he had so laboriously

planned and fought for.

GPO 921 -7 24



ttached rational -Reaister Inventory-Normination form"s being returned to your office for 1
ficationof the information indicated btlow RESE AEURNTHS KBMWIN THE NOMINATI ON

Description:

Statenent of Significance: Please .iustif”LAMgjxliU&cturald”?signific
section,, s this house architecturally distinct fromits nei ghbors?

Bi b!'i ogr aphy:
Geographi cal Data -- Acreage:
UM Ref er ence(s):
Verbal Boundary Description;

Certification: Thfi f<mr-RHIP::jrgjA. AT2aNii> sectinn.
Phot ographi ¢ Qoverage: Duplicate photographs are not required by the Register.

Np Qover age:

QG her:

o N ]
itions concerni'ng this nomnation nay be'directed to Verd Jand

he National Register staff, telephone  202/523-5483.

ik you for your attention to the above itens.

N-(U.AcMEB/ty& U . AN Cat e S'S-Pf A
if. Branch of Regi stration -4



JUSTI FI CATI ON P ARCH TECTURAL Sl GN FI CANCE:

The Gommandi ng Of ficer's Quarters distinguishes
Itself froa other structures i nthearea by beingthe

nost pretentious buildingon the old Arsenal grounds and,

I ndeed, one of the nost outstanding residences i nthe Town
of Wtertown. |t istheonly buildingassociatedwththe
Wt ert own Arsenal which exhibits a conscious effort to
reflect current fashion i nstyle and worknmanship. Both
the exterior and Interior of the house are lavishly em
bel l'ished with ironwork, wood earring, brickwork, and
other detail friiich hare no match i nthesinple mlitary
structures nearby. The magnificent scale and superb
setting further distinguish the Gommanding Officer's

Quarters fromother buildingsinthevicinity.
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1. NAME

"t Qonmandi ng Of ficer' AR Meagl i and| ng Of f | cej |"ere oron (lomed By RES)
Quarters, Building111, arters, Building 111

AMMRG tertown Arsenal

2. LOCATION

ST Massachusetts M ddl esex it et ewn

STREET AND NUMBER

443 Arsenal Street

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE . AMMBC showing |c 1974
cation of Crigivr\;thi n Argset al

glEE%HQgENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARI ES. VWHERE REQUI RED, AND NORTH ARROW

A 281975 ~

fEGISTER

GPO 932.010



Location of tlie Ccrmanding Officer's Qoarters, Building 111 at the Ttony "laterials and Mechanics
Research Center (fomer Viaetxy™m Arsenal), Natertcwn, ‘lass.
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1. NAME

@M coaiBanding Officer "NDXR Hjj"iflKanding Officert W"MERIC cooraaalgned by NPS)
Quarters, Building 111, Quarters, Building 111 of

AVIVIBC Watertonn Arsenal

2. LOCATION

*""™" Massaohusetts M ddl esex Wt er t own

STREET AND NUMBER

443 ArsMial Street
3. MAP REFERENCE

T BB 7.5 Series, 1: 24, 000
Newt on Quadr angl e

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH AR

GPO 93 2.010






United Sates Department of the Interior

NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE
WASH NGTAN, DC 20240

w MFLY unR TO

My 5 1975

Dear Federal Representative:

This National Register nomnation |s returned toyou for technical

or professional revision as requested on the enclosed sheet. During
the period when you are conpleting the revisions necessary for re-
subm ssion tothe National Register, the property will be protected
by the provisions of Executive Oder 11593, Section 2(b), asit is
likely toneet thecriteria for listing on the National Register.

The nane and address of the property will also appear in the "Federal
Register” as a 2(b) determnation until theformal nomnationis
approved, at which tinme it will appear in the "Federal Register"
with the other entries.

Shoul d any situation arise concerning Federal action which will
affect this property, please consult the Advisory Council on His-

toric Preservation, 1522 K Street, NW, Suite 430, Washington, D C
20005.

Sincerely yours,

WlliamJ. MiKagh
Keeper of the National Registe'r

INTs 1S00- 73



DEPARTMENT OFTHE ARMY
OFFICE OF THECHIEF OF ENGINEERS
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20314

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

DAENE MR A 31 Decenber 1975

M. Charles A Herrington RKEH\D
Chief, Branch of Registration

National Register

National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear M. Herrington:

Inclosed nomnation form and t headditional supporting data you requested
for theCommanding Officer's Quarters Building IIl, at the Arny Materials
and Mechani cs Research Center, Massachusetts, arereturned for further
processing.

Sincerely yours.

4 Incl RBERT J. FITZ

1. NPS Wrksheet AHiief, Program Planning and Civil

2. N 10- 306 Preparedness Division

3. Ens 10-301 W naps Directorate of Military Construction
4. BEs 10-301a w photos



ENTRIES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE ' ««*CHUSETTB

Date Entered N80 198

Nane Location
ottio.z’m Qamdamrm, JIMf HEfir~ W .terto»m
A'ANNA Middle»«« County

Al so Notified

n v _ 294 \Washl agrtoo Street
Regi onal Director, North Atlantic Bost on, Mawednmeett. 0210S
Ksgi on

PR Mbtt/je 2/3/76

I NT: 2950-75



REGISTER

/ ‘' ' register: (9)OTHER NAMES-.

~Commanding Officer's Quarters, Watertown Arsenal

5 1.1/ ON street & number joty [/ vicinity of
1/443 Arsenal St. irtown
) |
lent >/\na|t(
. | rec jwn
o fair . ex'
1"
.21
8 *HtALTH-2?
a INDUSTRY-13 h*L-30
("4.INVENTION-14 ¢ PHILOSOPHY-20 f)N-?5
Afunctions A dates .
WHIN HSTORICAUY SIGNIFCANT:  jAfci*AAcrULO major _alteraﬂons:
OURRENTLY:  (jICtO historic events:
Narchitectural stylefs): [“arohiteot
Maji(li>c-ape aiuiiiteoi/ gHi-den designer: “iiiierioi tieoorator: artist:

NAMES give role & date
FREONAL: \KsCy TC™J. T- (LocWav\ -

EVENTS:

INSTITUTIONAL

ANATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-U»/fentk- , '2*'/'2-"itCmtS

DATA SHEET

Lrn

NG31

kmaster builder:

kartisan:

L/ffiddlesex

30-76"
JPS REGION

RTY A HISTORIC DISTRIC

'oldest'
eonly' e
IETHNIC GROUP
ASSOCIATION
\en£:lneer:

ttbullder/oontractor:

>'Inty code-

017

North Atlantic



