
Form 10-306 
{Oct. 1972) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR F E D E R A L P R O P E R T I E S 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

DATA SHFET, 
Massachusetts 

C O U N T Y : 

'liddlesex 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y D A T E 

Mi 'c u m 
t NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Comanding Off ice r ' s Quarters,-Bldg*-Illy TtPflRET 
N D 7 0 R H I S T O R I C ; 

Ccxnanding Officer's Quarters, Bldg. I l l , I7atertown Arsenal 
2. LOCATION 

143 Arsenal Street (on property of Amy Materials & 'fechanics Research Center) 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

' 7aterto\7n 
S T A T E : 

lassachusetts 02172 
| » . C L A S S I F t C A T I O N 

25 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T ; 

Eighth Massaclnusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

'liddlesex D17 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• Distr ict K l Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

S Public 

I I Privote 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

I I In Process 

I I Being Considered 

STATUS 

^ I Occupied 

• Unoccupied 

j I Preservation work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

I I Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

& N o 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

I I Commercial 

[ I Educational 

[ I Entertoinment 

^ I Government 

I I Industrial 

3 ^ Militory 

[ I Museum 

• Park 

Privote Residence 

I 1 Religious 

[ I Scientific 

1 I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

4, AGENCY 

feadquarters, Anty Materiel CGrmand, Washington, DC 
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicable) 

ISncf/ Materials & Mechanics Research Center 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Watertown 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

443 Arsenal Street 
S T A T E ; 

lassachusetts 02172 
C O D E 

^3 
5* L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Iliddlesex County I ^ i s t r y of Deeds, 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

P.O. Box 68, 208 Cambridge Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cambridge, 
S T A T E : 

(•lassachusetts 02141 
25 

6:. R E P R g S E N T A H O N I N E X t S T l N G SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : I I Federal • Stote 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER; 8 '975 ,t1 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

1̂ 

O 
71 

z 
•D 

O 
z 



7, DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r 

(Check One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

I I Moved f 7 1 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Center 

2ers, 

One of the higlilights of the Army Materials and riechanics I^search 
(formerly tlie Watertown Arsenal) is Building 111, the Ccntnanding Officer's 
Quarters. After over a hundred years' residence by Watertc«'fli ccrananding o f f i 
the house regains virtually unaltered. 

The Comnanding Officer's Quarters was built in 1865 in the Bracketed 
Style. The house is made of brick and is three stories with a cellar. I t s 
hipped roof is crested witli a vrooden balustrade, and chimneys of paneled 
brickwork add to the irregular silhouette cliaracteristic of tlie period. The 
fom is further elaborated by porches, balconies and projecting pavilions. 

A Victorian veranda surrounds part of the house, and supporting the 
porch roof are delicate single and paired Corinthian cast-iron columns from 
which spring arches of lacelike ironwork. Paneled brick pilasters place 
enphasis at the comejrs and a series of brackets supports the heavy cornice. 

The evolution of the plan of the Ccmmanding Officer's Quarters was an 
involved one. The f i r s t set of plans was sent by the US Ordnance Department 
in Washington to Catmanding Officer Thcmas J, Rodman in 1864. Assisted by 
his draughtsnan George W. Horn of Watertown, Rodman made certain changes in tjhe — 
specifications and sent the revised plans to V^shington, After several re­
visions in the f i r s t set of plans, Rodman later was granted permission by 
the Ordnance Chief to follow an entirely new design, that of the Springfield 
Armory Coitmanding Officer's residence. I t was not until a year later after 
many revisions and deliberations that master mason Tliornas L. French was able 
to begin the foundations of the house. 
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The plan of the main portion of tlie house is built around a large 
central l i a l l vMch provides access to the principal rooms. I t appears that 
originally skylights in the f i r s t and second floor hallways provided seine 
illumination, cilthough today only the second floor skylight remains. The 
f i r s t floor hall has lofty ceilings at the top of \-jhlch is a handscme decora­
tive frieze. Other roans on the f i r s t floor are richly omamented \̂ d.th heavy 
moldings and ceiling medallions. 

Ejcterxling at a right angle from the hall is an arched stairway which 
is begun by a monumental main newel. The stairway leads to the second story 
hall around V'M.ch are arranged four comer chambers with intervening dressinc 
rocms and baths. The third floor contains storage space and servants' 
quarters. To the west of the main body of the lx)use is an e l l which provides 
additional chambers and service rocms. In the basanent are more servants' 
roans as well as a drying ixxsn. 

Throughout the house typical marble Victorian fireplaces are abundant. 
Tlie use of wood also enliances the decorative program. Among the building 
materials ordered in 1865 were large amounts of cedar, chestnut, black 
walnut, butternut and spruce — many of which v/ere used in the beautiful 
polychromatic hardwood floors in the main portion of the house. 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

» INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

• lassachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

i l idd lesGi : 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

(Number all entries) 

~| Page 2 

Arcliitectural Significance (continued) 

Overloolcing the Cliarles River, tlie Watertown Ccrricincling Officer's 
Quarters i s beautifully sited. I t i s approachecl from Arsenal Street by v;ay 
of the tree-lined Talcott Avenue, traditionally known as the "Avenue of a 
Hundred Trees." In 1919 the VfetertcRvm Arsenal grounds \̂ Gre landscaped by 
the Olmsted Brothers, tlie son and adopted nephes-; of the famous Frederick 
Lav/ Olmsted. The Olmsted Brothers paid particular attention to the area 
surrounding the Comanding Officer's Quarters. Tlie land stretching to the 
riverbank was cleared of obstructions impairing a viesv of tlie Charles, and 
the porch steps were shifted to provide the house with a soutliem orientation 
toward the water. Much of the early landscaping and plantings ranain today 
providing a park-like atmosphere for tlie residence of I'fatertown cormanders. 

GPO 921-7 24 



: :8 . Sl-GNl F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

[ I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 

• 15fh Century 

I I 16th Cen tu ry 

I I 17fh Centu ry 

I I I 8 t h Centu ry 

^ 19th Centu ry 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISl (If Applicable and Known) 1865 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

[ 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

[ X I H i s t o r i c 

|_ I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I 1 Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

[ I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I I ndus t ry 

1 1 I nven t i on 

DTI L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

E ] M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

[ I Sc ience 

• Scu lp tu re 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

I I Thea te r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

u 
Z) 

z 

lU 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Building 111, the Ccrmanding Officer's Quarters at the Array Materials 
and Mechanics Research Center (formerly the Ifetertown Arsenal) \-/a.s built in 
1865 as the residence of Major ThcfLias J. Rodman v/ho ccrxnanded tlie Arsenal 
during the Civil Vfer period. Since that time the house has been occupied by 
49 ccnr.ianders of the installation, l̂any of these men have been officers of 
outstanding achieveirvent vto have played a significant role in the arras de-
velop:iient and materials research for which the Vlatertown Arsenal was so v/ell 
known. 

Major Rodman distinguished himself through his development of the 
revolutionary "Rodman Casting Process" for making guns, and he also became 
nationally known for his ej<periments in the field of gun powder. Lt, Col, 
Theodore T, S, Laidley who ccrmanded the Watertown Arsenal frcm 1871 to 1882 
is credited witli devising various maneuvering iitplanents for handling Rodman 
guns and carriages, especially the "Laidley Gun L i f t . " 

In 1909 Col. Charles B. Wheeler, ccmander frcm 1900 to 1917, intro­
duced the Taylor System of Scientific flanagenent into tlie Watertown Arsenal. 
Watertcxvn led a l l other arsenals in the cotintry in the adoption of such a 
system whicli enabled the installation to reduce costs and increase produc­
t i v i t y , thus making i t more ccrpetitive with private manufacturers. Col. 
Wheeler v^s also responsible for introducing the manufacture of anror piercinb 
projectiles at Watertown. 

Another notable occupant of the Ccrmandiiig Officer's Quarters was 
Lt. Col. (later Brigadier General) Tracy C. Dickson (1917-1932). Dickson 
inaugurated the use of tlie centrifugal casting process in rraking gun tubes, 
a method v^ch increased efficiency by 700%. Dickfson's supervision of e:q)eri 
ments in the cold^vorking or autofrettage process of strengthening gun tubes 
also brought about advances in arras manufacture. 

In addition to many of their individual acliievatvents at Watertown, a 
number of the ocriinanding officers there later served as United States Chief 
of Ordnance in Washington. 

The actual building of the Ccrmanding Officer's Quarters brought about 
a controversy \-ihLch contributed to the removal of Major Rodman frcm command 
at the Arsenal. Oj^nents of the spacious nev/ quarters charged that they wer4 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Dickson, Col, T. C. History of the Watertown Arsenal, 1928, Typed raanuscripjt 
located at tlie TeclTnical Library, AMMRC, Watertown, Massachusetts, 

History of UTB Watertown Arsenal (Sept, 1916-Dec, 1942) and Related Records, 
Record Group 156, Entry 1401, National Archives Building, GSA, Ifeshington, 

Mather, Col. John. History of Watertown Arsenal (IJDV. 1942), Typed manusc: 
located at Technical Library, AI-IIRC, V/atertown, Massachusetts, 

"Papers Relating to the alleged mismanagement of the Watertom Arsenal by m j 
Thomas Rodman, Sept, 1864-July 1865" Itetional Archives microfilm, M619, 
Roll 443, File 2293, National Archives, GSA, I'Jashington, DC, 

1&. O E O G R A P H I C A L DATA 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E ' 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

3^1 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 
O ( I t 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y V2 

N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Philip J, Corbett, Historical Officer larch 1, 1975 
B U S I N E S S A D D R E S S : 

Am^ Materials and Mechanics Research Center 
S ? - r ^ - i i E T A N D N U M B E R : 

443 Arsenal Street 
P H O N E : 

923-3278 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Watertown 
12. CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION 

State Liaison Officer recommendation: 

•Ĵ Yes 

j>SJtete Liaison Officer Signature 

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 

nominate this property to the National Register, certify­

ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 

days in which to present the nomination to the State Re­

view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom­

mended level of significance is • National State 

Federal Representative Signature 'Date 

Director, Real Property & Natural 
Resources,r/t/e OASD(I&L) 

STATE 

Massachusetts 
C O D E 

"25— 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Date 

-Keeper of The National Register 

G P O 9 3 8 - 4 4 9 



Form 10-300a 
CJuly 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

f lassachuset ts 
C O U N T Y 

Middlesex 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

JAN S 0 1! 7f 
CiVumber all entries) 

% Page 2 
Historical Significance 

being I x i i l t for Rodman's own benefit and t l iat the costs v^Duld reach an 
astroncnical $100,000 to $150,000, Otlier t e s t i f i e d t l iat expenses v^Duld range 
betai)een $40,000 and $60,000 — much closer to the f inci l $63,478,65 cost 
than \^iat c r i t i c s estimated. Rodman himself l e f t Watertovm i n July, 1865, 
never having tlie opportunity to l i v e i n the house v;hich he had so laboriously 
planned and fought f o r . 

GPO 921 -7 24 



i 
ttached rational-Reaister Inventory-Norm'nation form "s being returned to your office for f 
ficationof the information indicated btlow. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
;SUBMITTED. 

Description: 

Statement of Significance: Please .iustif^L^^gjxliU&cturaJ^significance'' in...lhj.$,  

section,, ^Is this house architecturally distinct from its neighbors?) 'J^jj^^"'' 

Bib!iography: 

Geographical Data -- Acreage: 

UTM Reference(s): 

Verbal Boundary Description; 

Certification: Thfi f<:̂n-r-RfHpP:::jrg-ĵi.7tTi?-ar̂-ii>̂«̂^ sectinn. 

Photographic Coverage: Duplicate photographs are not required by the Register. 

Map Coverage: 

Other: 

. • .̂ ... . Ward Jandl itions concerning this nomination may be directed to -

he National Register staff, telephone 202/523-5483. 

ik you for your attention to the above items. 

^ - ( U . A c ^ £ 6 / t y & U . ^ ^ Date: S ' S - P f ^ 
if. Branch of Registration -,4 



JUSTIFICATION OP ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

' The Commanding Officer's Quarters distinguishes 

Itself froa other structures in the area by being the 

most pretentious building on the old Arsenal grounds and, 

Indeed, one of the most outstanding residences in the Town 

of Watertown. I t i s the only building associated with the 

Watertown Arsenal which exhibits a conscious effort to 

reflect current fashion in style and workmanship. Both 

the exterior and Interior of the house are lavishly em­

bellished with ironwork, wood earring, brickwork, and 

other detail friiich hare no match in the simple military 

structures nearby. The magnificent scale and superb 

setting further distinguish the Commanding Officer's 

Quarters from other buildings in the vicinity. 

























Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 
1. NAME 

"""""Commanding Officer's 
Quarters, Building 111, 
AMMRG 

A N D / O R HIS 
'^Sliiandlng Offlcei| 

Quarters, Building 111 
Watertown Arsenal 

NUMERIC gpOE (AMlgned by NPS) 

2. LOCATION 

S T A T E Massachusetts Middlesex Wate^tewn 
STREET AND NUMBER 

443 Arsenal Street 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE AMMBC map showing Ic 
cation of COQ within Arset al 
grounds 

1974 

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW 

^281975 ^ 

f^£GlSTER 

GPO 932.010 



Location of tlie Ccrmandinq Off ice r ' s Qoarters, Building 111 at the Ttony "laterials and Mechanics 
Research Center (fomer Vlatertxy^m Arsenal), Natertcwn, 'lass. 



FormMO-301 
(July 1968) 

1. NAME ^ 
^ COMMON coaiBanding Officer* 

Quarters, Building 111, 
AMMBC 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1 IJ^MERIC cooi^Aaalgned by NPS) N̂D/oR Hjĵ iflKandlng Officer 
Quarters, Building 111 
Watertonn Arsenal 

Of 

2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

Massaohusetts Middlesex Watertown 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

443 ArsMial Street 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

USGS 7.5' Series, 
Newton Quadrangle 

1:24,000 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S : P R O P E R T Y B O U N D A R I E S , W H E R E R E Q U I R E D , A N D N O R T H A R 

G P O 9 3 2 . 0 1 0 





United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

w MFLY u n R TO: 

Mav 5, 1975 

Dear Federal Representative: 

This National Register nomination Is returned to you for technical 
or professional revision as requested on the enclosed sheet. During 
the period when you are completing the revisions necessary for re­
submission to the National Register, the property will be protected 
by the provisions of Executive Order 11593, Section 2(b), as i t is 
likely to meet the criteria for listing on the National Register. 
The name and address of the property will also appear in the "Federal 
Register" as a 2(b) determination until the formal nomination is 
approved, at which time i t will appear in the "Federal Register" 
with the other entries. 

Should any situation arise concerning Federal action which will 
affect this property, please consult the Advisory Council on His­
toric Preservation, 
20005. 

1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 430, Washington, D.C. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. MuKagh 
Keeper of the National Registe'r 

/ 

INTs 1S00-73 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
O F F I C E O F T H E C H I E F O F E N G I N E E R S 

W A S H I N G T O N . D.C. 20314 

R E P L Y T O 
A T T E N T I O N O F : 

DAEN-MCP-A 31 December 1975 

Mr. Charles A. Herrington 
Chief, Branch of Registration 
National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

RECEIVED 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Inclosed nomination form and the additional supporting data you requested 
for the Commanding Officer's Quarters Building I I I , at the Army Materials 
and Mechanics Research Center, Massachusetts, are returned for further 
processing. 

Sincerely yours. 

4 I n c l 
1. NPS Worksheet 
2. NF 10-306 
3. Ems 10-301 w/maps 
4. Ems 10-301a w/photos 

ROBERT J. FITZ 
^Hiief, Program, Planning and C i v i l 

Preparedness Division 
Directorate of M i l i t a r y Construction 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER  

STATE '«^«*CHUSETTB 

Date Entered ^̂ N 8 0 197B 

Name Location 

ottio.z'm Qamxtmrm, JMf,HEfir^ W.terto»m 
^ ' ^ ^ ^ Middle»«« County 

Also Notified 

„ , , , 294 Washlagrtoo Street 
Regional Director, North Atlantic Boston, Mawedmeett. 0210S 

Ksgion 

PR MMott/je 2/3/76 
""""^ INT: 2950-75 



REGISTER DATA SHEET 
/ ' ' ' r eg i s t e r : 

^Commanding O f f i c e r ' s Quarters, Watertown Arsenal 
5) I . / O N s t r e e t & n u m b e r j o t y / 

(g)OTHER NAMES-. 

1/443 Arsenal St. irtown 

i e n t 

• f a i r 

> ^ n a l t ( 
I rec 

• ex ' 

v i c i n i t y o f 
l / ^ L/ f f iddl 

>'!nty code-

017 

e s e x 

3 0 - 7 6 ^ 
JPS REGION 

North A t l a n t i c 

i j w n 

^ a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e f s ) : 

•8 •HtALTH-2? 

a INDUSTRY-13 
(^4.INVENTI0N-I4 • PHILOSOPHY-20 

1^ 
• 21 

h*L-30 
f)N-?5 

RTY A H I S T O R I C DISTRIC 

NG-31 
Y) 

^ f u n c t i o n s 
WHEN HISTORICAUY SIGNIFICANT: j^fci^AAcrULO 

CURRENTLY: ( j JCtO 

^ dates . 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

' o ldest ' • 

• o n l y ' • 

l ^ a r o h i t e o t 

^ la j i ( l i>c-ape a i u i i i t e o i / gHi-den des igner : ^ i i i i e r i o i t i eoora to r : 

I E T H N I C GROUP 
' ASSOCIAT ION 

kmaster b u i l d e r : \ e n £ : l n e e r : 

a r t i s t : k a r t i s a n : t t b u l l d e r / o o n t r a c t o r : 

N A M E S g ive r o l e & d a t e • 
PERSONAL: \KsCy T C ^ J . T- ( L o c W a v \ -

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL 

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-U»/ f en tk - , '2*'/'2-"itCmtS 


