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The Ruth Suckow House is a small (25' x 28') frame cottage, built early in the

20th century. The plan is 1-shaped, one wing for a living room and bedroom,

the other for kitchen and laundry room. The gable roof is shingled, and the

exterior walls are rolled asphalt siding over the original clapboards. Windows

are plain sash, with 6/6 lights (now boarded over). There are entrances into the living-
room and kitchenlnterior walls are plaster, covered with paper. Floors are

wood, and there is wainscoting in the kitchen. There are two brick chimmeys,

one on each section of the L.

The house sits on a small rise of ground on a semi-wooded lot, with an excellent
view of hills and valleys to the south. It has been neglected for several years,
due to lack of financial means for its preservation. In spring, 1977, the
Earlville-Ruth Suckow Memorial Association tentatively agreed to allow the

local fire department to burn the house. This action was taken reluctantly,

and members of the Association notified the Towa SHPO of their intent. National
Register status is sought both by the SHPO and the Memorial Association, in

the hope that such recognition will generateée more local support toward the
preservation of the house, which might be translated into matching funds for

a federal grant-in-aid.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Suckow cottage at Earlville is the most significant structure in Iowa associated
with the productive life of Towa author Ruth Suckow (1892-1960). As the daughter of
a Methodist minister, Suckow from childhood led a peripatetic existence which con-
tinued throughout her life. Of the many places Suckow lived, however, the cottage
at Earlville appears to have been particularly important to her. Although she stayed
here only two summers (1925 and 1926), those periods were significant for her literary
career: while here, she wrote her second novel (Odyssey of a Nice Girl, 1925), and
a number of short stories. Suckow's fondness for the cottage she described in her
notebook :

My House

The brown clock ticks on its shelf in the little creamcolored dining room
with wooden walls and ceiling. I keep pinks or roses in a glass finger bowl
on the little...table. I love my two pink chairs.

The bedroom is always bare, clean, and cool, darkened a little. The twigs
of the cherry tree brush one window.

From the west door there is a view, beyond the narrow road that goes past the
Dickson's, of a rise of green meadow with small old-fashioned houses set
upon it, and some wild crabs near the road. In the late afternoon, after

a shower, a lovely green light falls through the door... e is an open,
clean, garnished look about the room, but very friendly...

Although Ruth Suckow featured a variety of characters and locations in her fiction,

she is best known for her vivid portrayals of Iowa farm and small-town life. In

all of her writings she drew heavily upon her Iowa experiences, and many of her settings
and characters are readily identifiable as real places and people. 1924-1934 were

her most productive years, during which she published 8 novels and many short stories.
The latter, which appeared in several magazines, particularly American Mercury and

The Midland, are considered her best work. Unlike her contemporary, Hamlin Garland,

she did not use her fiction as a wvehicle for introspection — rather, she thought_of
her stories as a "runmning commentary on life", bits and pieces of time and place.

Ruth Suckow's perception of her work falls well within the mainstream of "regionalism",
a concept of visual and literary art which flourished, particularly in the midwest,
during the 1920's and 1930's. Regionalism's most emphatic supporter was artist Grant
Wood, but the idea also found expression in the work of Marvin Cone and Thomas Hart
Benton, as well as in writers such as Suckow, Garland, and Herbert Quick. Accorjimding
to Wood:

Regionalism seeks to direct preponderating attention to the natural landscape,
human geography, and cultural life of particular areas of the country, in the

belief that writers who draw their materials from their own experience and the
Seecontinuation sheet
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life they know best are more likely to attain universal valdg& than those
who do not....It has been a revolt against cultural nationalism — that
is, the tendency of artists to ignore or deny the fact that there are
important differences, psychologically and otherwise, between the various
regions of America.

Ruth Suckow's intimate portraits of Iowa people and places do full justice to
this statement. And although overshadowed in the popular view by better-known
authors such as Hamlin Garland, Suckow "came nearer than any other writer has
done to representing the whole of American life on farms and in small towns n 4

lQL'IOtEd in Nuhn, "The Orchard Apiary", p. 24.

2Andrc—:fws, p. 87.

3Grant Wood, "A Definition of Regionalism," Books at Iowa 3 (November 1965),
p- 3. Quoted in Andrews, p. 252.

4carl Van Doren, The American Novel 1789-1939 (New York: MacMillan Co., 1962),
p. 361. Quoted in Andrews, p. 98.
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