
_ ^ ^ . ^ y , j5tate House, Boston 

1- Town 

1 In Area no. Form nc 
CPT 

1 C 'por t I I C 4 

dg-e 

4 

2. Photo (3x3- or 3x5") 
S t^Ie to le f t side of form 
Photo n u m b e r _ _ ^ > £ o ^ ^ ^ 

Present u<?p 

Present owner r 

3- Description- ^ ^ ^ ^ " ^ ^ i d g r ^ t ^ 
Cambridge, MA. 

! 1 t -

,] A c /f/^ 

- r ! 

^jAA^'.r^y-^ 

VAy 
» ' y - ' y y.: if 

exterior ^ n , , , , , , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features T 

Moved 
Date 

5. Lot size 

One acre or less 
Over one acre xx 

Approximate frontage_ 50 ' 

Approximate distance o ^ ; : ; ; ^ " ^ ^ 

-lQ_^eet_ 

y ^ 

! i A~'. ! '1 ' A\. 'cyA: 

* ' (over) 

5M-2.75-R061465 (20^-2^76) 

^^l^y%cMAic,(^ 



7. Origiaal owner (if known) pv.,^n^^ V . I ^ ^ - H . ' ^ ^ 

rcDidonti.aJ 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Tbemes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

These are t w i n houses b u i l t i n 18"35«36 by Charles Valentine 
owner of a Cambridgeport soap f a c t o r y , as housing f o r soap workers. 
They are s i g n i f i c a n t as e a r l y examples o f f a c t o r y housing, a rare 
type i n Cambridge. 

The house a t 5-7 Cottage S t r e e t i s a 1% s t o r y double 
workers cottage, o r i g i n a l l y i d e n t i c a l t o 101 Pearl S t r e e t . 
The center door and porch are l a t e r a d d i t i o n s . This modest, 
square plan s t r u c t u r e was subsequently covered w i t h asbestos, 
and e x h i b i t s no decorative d e t a i l . 

The house at 101 Pearl S t r e e t i s i d e n t i c a l i n form t o 
5-7 Cottage S t r e e t , and l i k e w i s e was subsequently cla d i n s y n t h e t i c 
s i d i n g . I t d i f f e r s only i n i t s o r i e n t a t i o n t o Pearl S t r e e t , 
r a t h e r than Cottage S t r e e t . 

e ^ l ^ ^ ^ ^ e t c ^ ^ ' ' ''^^^'•^''^^^ ^^"^^ ̂  histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
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Vrexnmrt,,-/KZ,JnyV^ Zhj; p yya& /}^AynXAr7a AkxAifil Working No. - f (? c^^tm?. rapmrtyy/Payyyi/y</'HC, Z}u,yA^i2f y.'^ynx.tr^c^ 

IV-1 State, County:Z2£^ - /}l/c/cl/pAiSiAy Fed. Reg. Date 
' ' Federal Agency: Date Dua- y A7. 9-0. 

Action: .ACCEPT y . 
resubmission ^ftgTtiRN ^ / ^ / f 
nomination by person or local government REJECT. 
owner objection photos, 
jappeal maps 

EL 

Substantive Review: sample request , appeal _ 1 | / N R decision 

Reviewer's comments: , 

IIAAL j^yiyXiL.vy^% KA) UH^^^-M^ - dc/AA^^S a^J y) Z <UA 

RArnm /PritAria /OH.HyL^^ 
Reviawar OiZlt^\ /{A^ yz/"U<^-«-
nisriplina~ /Z^jUyyAy^yUf 

Date ^- ^ '^:>— 
see continuation sheet 

•Nctmination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 
Matin I 

PaMtc >c<M>»WI»w luaaaaamia 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Pescr ipt ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

VMS pfoperry aaon anefwwnaa oiiyiote? 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

Okaek amm Clwcfc on* 
. MMartoraUd unall*r*d ortgiiwl tlla 
- ru in* anara* movad da t * . 
. vnaxpoaa* 

m maam\ pitiaiatt < 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S ign l f i canca 

mmma*tigameamma-em, 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clar i ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical Re fe rences 

10 . Oeograph ica l P a t a 

11. Form Prepared By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Tka awluatad atBnMcanoa of ttila proparty wMMn tfie stale is: 

siBit local 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

tignpri y ^ y r j y t - y f y * ^ nat^ " ^ Z l AAy? , Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 





7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use_ 

Cha-plps V f l l e n - t ^ i p p 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

X 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Valentine f a c t o r y workers' cottages are t w i n houses b u i l t i n 
18 35-36 by Charles V a l e n t i n e , owner o f a Cambridgeport slaughterhouse 
and soap f a c t o r y , as housing f o r h i s workers. They are s i g n i f i c a n t 
as e a r l y examples of f a c t o r y housing, a rare type i n Cambridge, and 
f o r t h e i r associations w i t h soap manufacturing, once a major Cambridge 
i n d u s t r y . 

Both 101 Pearl S t r e e t and 5-7 Cottage S t r e e t are double houses s i t e d 
w i t h t h e i r gable ends t o Cottage S t r e e t . The houses are d i v i d e d 
lengthwise, w i t h an entrance i n the center of each f i v e bay/facade.. 
The broad gable ends and r e l a t i v e l y steep roofs give the hoiis'es 
Federal s t y l i s t i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , an impression r e i n f o r c e ^ ^ by thejf,'. 
severe d e t a i l i n g . Both houses have been covered w i t h a r t i f i ^ G ^ a j 
s i d i n g . An a d d i t i o n a l entrance has been placed i n the gable end-, 
of 5-7 Cottage S t r e e t , and a porch and shed have been added t o 101-
Pearl S t r e e t . A t h i r d s i m i l a r double house b u i l t by Valentine in^ 
1841 at 95-97 Pearl S t r e e t has been demolished. , 

Soap manufacturing, which became a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c Cambridge, i n d u s t r y , 
was i n i t i a t e d on an i n d u s t r i a l ( r a t h e r than household) basis i n 
Cambridgeport i n 1804 as a p r o f i t a b l e means o f disposing o f the I 
t a l l o w t h a t was an otherwise unusable byproduct of s l a u g h t e r i n g . 
The i n d u s t r y was a d i r e c t r e s u l t o f the QS^ttle trade t h a t developed w i t h 
the opening o f the West Boston Bridge aiid the tu r n p i k e s connecting 
i t w i t h the country towns of Middlesex County. The Valentine 
establishment was founded by a Cambridgeport merchant, 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Survey o f A r c h i t e c t u r a : i H i s t o r y i n Cambridge, Report Three : Cambridgeport 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCTf̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coimiunity: Form No: Coimiunity: 
CPT 

Cambridgep o r t I I . C. 4JD 

Property Name: V a l e n t i n e Workers 
Co t t age 

Indicate each item on inventoiy form which is being continued below. 

Page 2 

9. S i g n i f i c a n c e (continued) 

i t w i t h the country towns o f Middlesex County. The Valentine 
establishment was founded by a Cambridgeport merchant, Charles 
V a l e n t i n e , as a slaughterhouse on Pearl S t r e e t i n Cambridge. 
Then i n an i s o l a t e d area of Cambridgeport, the f a c t o r y s i t e was 
remote both from the s e t t l e d neighborhoods around Central Square 
and from the proposed r e s i d e n t i a l development o f Pine Grove 
around Fort Washington. The housing b u i l t f o r the workers s i x 
years a f t e r the f a c t o r y was e s t a b l i s h e d was three blocks away 
on the f r i n g e o f the Central Square neighborhood, the distance 
r e f l e c t i n g the noxious character of the i n d u s t r y . Although 
the soap i n d u s t r y developed t o very large p r o p o r t i o n s by the 
f i r s t h a l f of the t w e n t i e t h century - the United States headquarters 
and f a c t o r y o f Lever Brothers l e f t Cambridge i n 1952 - no other 
s t r u c t u r e s remain from i t . 

While a d d i t i o n s have been made t o these houses and they have 
been covered w i t h a r t i f i c i a l s i d i n g , t h e i r basic i n t e g r i t y 
i s i n t a c t and e a s i l y recoverable. The o r i g i n a l clapboards 
remain under the s i d i n g , and the l a t e r a d d i t i o n s have not 
destroyed the o r i g i n a l f a b r i c o f e i t h e r s t r u c t u r e . These 
houses are s i g n i f i c a n t i n the s o c i a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y 
of Cambridge regardless o f t h e i r present c o n d i t i o n and meet 
both C r i t e r i a A and C r i t e r i a C. 

Staple to Inventory form at botrntn 
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8. S I g n i f i c a n c o 

Ly summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clari ty 
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9 . Major B i b i i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O o o y r a p h i c a l P a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Of f icer C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

aa»a*m**mn*^ mmmmmmamm:  
Hwl mmta f t * -

13. Other 
Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 . 

Comments for any i tem may be con t i nued on sn s t tached sheet 
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