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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

agWalnut Shade" or the Cartwright-Erwin farm is a complex of three
log buildings and one frame structure on Adams Chapel Road, a
narrow country road near Blountville. Excepting the roofs which
have been replaced, and an occasional sign of the twentieth century,
the property appears to have changed little since it was built in
the early nineteenth century.

~ The log barn is located at the edge of the property, directly on
Adams Chapel Road and at the entrace to "Walnut Shade.” A small
shed has been attached to the barn, which is used for storage by
a neighborhood farmer.

Set on a small rise to the right of the gutted property road is the
house, ognsisting of a two-story section with a single story wing.
At each end is a brick chimmey. Openings are original as is the

chinking which remains. The porch has been changed although the ~

cantilevered beams on the wing indicate a porch was originally there.

At the bottom of the rise is the frame springhouse, higher and
narrower than is customary in the area. It has a stone foundation
and shingle roof.

Directly in line with the main house is the log wedving house, used
as a residence by the owner, a man in his mid-nineties. It is small
with only a single room, and has been adapted for living quarters.

The surrounding land is overgrown, but a portion of it is used by a
nearby farmer for planting. There are several wood sheds on the
rise near the house. ' T
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Sullivan County has an ahundanee of log structures, probably
more than any other county in Tennessee. "Walnut Shade" is,
without a doubt, the best group of log buildings remaining on
their original site and the most complete original log complex
still found in the county and among the most 1mportant in the

State. ™.
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Accordlng to the present owner, the house was built in 1822
by a Cartwright, and has always remained in the family. Its
.continued existence is in jeopardy.




Conversation with owner, Glen Erwin, May, 1972.
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