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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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—FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Florence Coffee House is located at 130 Main Street in downtown 
Baton Rouge, half a block back from the Mississippi River levee. When it 
was built the Coffee House was comparatively large, but today it is dwarfed 
by many of the surrounding buildings.

When the Coffee House was built, it consisted of one large commercial 
room below, and four taller residential rooms above in a "piano nobile" 
condition. There was also an unfinished attic and a rear kitchen -- 
servants' wing. Today the lower story has been divided into two rooms 
with a carriage port entrance under an elliptical arch. The original 
appearance of the lower story is not known. Before the present owners 
installed the old style door, window, and arched carriage port, the lower 
story had a 1920's plate glass shop front. The mantel in the major ground 
floor room is new to the house, but its design duplicates the mantels 
upstairs. The only major changes upstairs have been the installation of 
a small laundry room, the installation of a bathroom, and the replacement 
in kind of the iron front balcony. The four French doors on the facade were 
also replaced in kind.

The house is constructed of stuccoed brick bearing walls with gable 
parapets. The beams which run from side wall to side wall were probably 
"cannibalized" from earlier structures.

Decorative features include a denticular cornice and a heavy aedicule 
motif mantels.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1850 BUILDER/ARCHITECT j0han and Lucas Florence, builder

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Florence Coffee House is a more or less typical example of a mid- 
19th century in-town commercial-residential structure. This can be seen in 
its two and a half story gable parapeted form, in its commerical lower 
story and residential upper story, and in its "piano nobile" articulation 
of the upper story with graceful French doors and an iron balcony.

Baton Rouge is a city which has been almost completely rebuilt in the 
20th century. As a result the Coffee House represents an urban form which 
has all but vanished. There is in fact only one other substantial example of 
a house of this type remaining in the city.

The Florence Coffee House was built in 1850 by Johan and Lucas Florence 
to replace an earlier building which had been destroyed by fire. On July 24, 
1850, the Florences signed a contract with Nelson Potts for the building's 
construction. The cost was $1,225.

In 1852 the property was sold to Matteo Dorice for $2,500 and since 
then there has been a long succession of owners. Until the Civil War the 
building remained in use as a coffee house. Since the war it has served 
a variety of uses, being at different times a grocery, a cobbler shop, 
a boardinghouse, and a private residence. The present owners restored the 
building in 1971. The architect of the restoration was William R. 
Brockway and the contractor Peter L. Martin.
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ISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
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