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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
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The William Colburn House is a one and a half story Cape Epd/Colonial

There are two windows on each side of the front entrance which is extra
wide to allow for the removal of a casket.\ The double panelled or Chris-
tain door has side lights and a wooden fan over head. The fan and side
1ights are surrounded by a semielliptical arch. The windows are regular
with six over six panes of old glass. There are shutters. White narrow
clapboards cover the house. The corners of the building are plain. The
ridge roof is covered with wood deck and asphalt shingles. The two chim-
neys are offset Teft and right. A third chimney is on the éTTﬁ An apart-
-ment. was, built in the ell iin 195&. The original owner was the arcﬂf@ect
of the house which he began 1nV1780.
The interior of the house contains the original wide softwood floor-

ing and wainscoting. The original kitchen fireplace, now in the family
.room, has the crane and built-in ovens. There are firepiaces in the front
parlor and in the dining room. These are narrow as well as those that are

.located in the two slant roof bedrooms at the front of the house. |
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farmhouse of wood with granite foundatio\5 It is approximately 32' by 42°'.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :

William Co%ﬁurn, who built this house, was the 'son of Jeremiah

Colburn who came to Orono in‘1774. A second son, Jeremiah, Jr., came

when the three arrived just before the American Revolution. They had
only been in Orono one year when the war broke out and they buried their
belongings near the site of this house and returned to the Kennebec River
to be under the protection-of the forts there. Jeremiah's brother, Major
Reuben Colburn, who lived at Pittston on the Kennebec, built the bateaux
for Benedict Arnold's march to Quebec in the Fall of 1775, At'the end of
‘the war’ the father and two sons returned to the settlement Which 1atér
was named for them, "Cobentown Plantation". They found their bélohdings
unharmed and began to build two houses on this Tocation. The other was
later destroyed by fire. William Colburn's sister, Sarah, married John
Marsh, another early settier from whom Marsh Island is named. The pre-
sent €ity of 01d Town and the Campus of the University of Maine are locat-
ed on Marsh Island.

This fine restored dwelling is an excellent example of a late Eight-
eenth Century Cape Cod house. It is also one of the very few such houses

existing so far north of the coast.
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Mrs. Edwin L. Giddings
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Orono Historical Society
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June, 1972
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public lL.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

Local m

The recommended

National (7] State [}

National Register.

et Lict,

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and
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storic Preservation
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