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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built by Pleasant M. Craigmiles in 1866> the Cleveland Public Library, located 
in Cleveland, Tennessee is a refined and tastefully appointed example of the 
Italian Villa style of architecture, of fine skillful craftsmanship and of 
the building practice of that period. With the exception of few minor alte­ 
rations, the structure remains in its original form.

True to the Italian Villa style, the wide, low-pitched roof planes and asym­ 
metric elements of the rectangular divisions coincide with the forward and 
receeding bays. The vertical divisions of the front facade wall is accented 
by a full story height Italianate style tower located above the main entrance.

Wooden porches serve as focal points. Their forms create the allusion of 
arcaded bays, stressing the horizontal alignment of features, symmetrically 
spaced windows and doors. The horizontal vertical articulation is accented 
by the ground level location and form of the one stoyy bay window. Within 
these elements the refined quality of the carpentry, carved enframements, 
turned balustrades, panels, engaged pilasters and columns, establishes a 
quality of design and detail carried throughout the structure.

Less than a Norman feature, the arcaded entrance and theme of radiating 
Voussoirirs window enframements, is skillfully accented in the additional 
gable window.

Located to the right of the central forward bay and above the right, front 
porch the horizontal depth created by the bracketed and dentilated cornice 
forms a semi-circular hood above the gable feature. A playful feature, the 
round windows accent the motif, carvings, delicately pilastered and tastefully 
ornamented, sculptured encasement of the second story windows.

The structural brick bearing wall, command bond with penciled mortar joints, 
and round-headed windows are a constant feature of the varied elevations, and 
informal alignment of the overall plan.

The rectangular, joined chimney stacks feature pierced ceramic pots . Step- 
Corbie brick detail at the chimney throat is repeated in the tower facade 
below the cornice and frieze.

The north elevation features a side entrance, accented by three symmetrically 
spaced, centered second story windows. The low pitch, gable roof suggests the 
shallow depth of the attic space and arrangement of second story rooms.

The Craigmiles house is in its original location, surrounded by trees planted 
by Mr. Craigmiles. The old residence of the Craigmiles family serves as the 
city library, maintained and preserved as a community landmark.

The interior of the Craigmiles House, features large rooms and tall ceilings. The 
entrance hall is divided by a carved wood arch which serves to highlight the hand­ 
somely designed and handcarved curved sidewall staircase. Additional features 
include the fine Italian marble mantles and window sills. All of these refinements 
lend an atmosphere of charm and culture, and create an ideal setting for the 
library, a great source of pride to Cleveland and Bradley County.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A significantly fine example of Italian Villa style of Architecture, carefully 
designed and constructed, the Craigmiles House is outstanding for its highly 
refined degree of attention to architectural detail.

The house is important to the community because it was the former home of 
Mr. P. M. Craigmiles who was an important person in Cleveland, Tennessee. 
Mr. Craigmiles was noted for his economic and cultural contributions to 
Bradley County. The building was presented to the city of Cleveland in 
memory of Mrs. Sarah Tucker Johnston by her children, grandhildren and great­ 
grandchildren. Continuing in the family tradition, Mrs. Clyde Johnston 
Hardwick made possible the addition, in recent years, of a beautifully 
furnished, air conditioned room located on the west elevation of the structure, 
adding much needed space for books and cases.

The structure has been well preserved, and it is an excellent example of 
adaptive restoration.
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