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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kurtz House was built between 1867 and 1869, of locally made brick. It 
is two stories high, vernacular Italianate in style. The main block measures 
25' x 33'; the one-story rear addition, 16' x 33'. The former is four bays 
wide on the side, three bays across the front, with the main entrance to the 
left of center. Tall, segmental-arched windows (some with shutters) have 4/4 
lights, and plain, curved heads of brick painted white. The hip roof, with deck, 
has wide eaves and wood cornice, supported by paired brackets which top wall and 
corner pilasters of brick. There are four interior chimneys, two on each side. 
On the east side is a small entrance, covered with a small, bracketted, gable roof. 
Pilasters are lacking from this site; the two sets of paired brackets are set 
beneath the chimneys.

The rear section (now a garage) has a curved, bracketted mansard roof, and a small 
gabled dormer on the east end. Windows in this section conform to those of the 
main block, though smaller in scale. At the west end is a small, latticework 
porch over the garage entrance.

An original wood porch across the front has been removed; this appears to be 
the only significant exterior alteration.

The interior is divided into four rooms on each floor, with staircase and hall 
ways on the east side. Two bedrooms (one used now for storage) are located in the 
mansard section of the house.

The house is set on a small, corner lot in a residential area of the town.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kurtz House is a good local example of vernacular Italianate architecture. 
It is distinguished by fine proportions and carefully restrained use of detail. 
The loss of the front veranda does not detract from the significance of the house; 
indeed, its absence allows better appreciation of the basic form.

The house was begun in 1867 by V.W. Andrus. Through lack of funds to complete 
the structure, Andrus sold the house to M. Barratt, a local lumberyard owner, 
who supervised the final construction. J.F. Kurtz, by whose name the house is 
locally known, lived here from 1919 until 1943.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Residential Lot, 76' x 92', bounded on north by Jefferson St., on east by South 
Avenue C, Town of Washington, Iowa
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