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ARG I TEGWRA S GN H CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,

and architecturally significant structvires).
This conplex- consists”of four separate buildings, a church, a school, arectory anda convent,

set on anple, well-cared-for tree shaded grounds i nan urban three-decKer neighborhood near
the Anmerican Optical Conpany. The 1926 stone Neo-Gothic church, built close tothesidewalk
on Charlton Street, i sthedomnant structure of theconmplex. Also facing Charlton Streetare
the 1909brick Colonial Revival Rectory and Convent, set back from thestreet i na spacious
|awn. Seen at therear of thel ot from Charlton Street, thesubstantial Colonial Revival
Style school building faces on Mechanic Street with a large lawm i nfront. Although residen-
tial/commercial buildings stand between t heschool andMechanic Street, thefacade can be
seen at theendof a treelined vista dow Brochu Street.

Sacred Heart Church, Charlton Street, 1926, Neo-Gothic
Pierced by large Gothic arched wi ndows, thefacade of this stone church i s articulated
by twofacade towers anda projecting entrance porch. Large Gothic arched windows i n
the tall buttressedclerestory light thenave from above. The side aisles are lighted
by | owsegnmented arched windows i nthebuttressed outer walls. Verticality of design
is achieved by t heuse of repeated buttresses and of slim facade towers capped by
iligree belfries andspires. Breakin? theskyline, thesmall tower spires anda —€oMt

f
fiISTAKCL SANH CANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, wnat caused it,

and howit affected conmnit)'; be specific).
Sacred Heart parish was established i n1908 when t hechurch of theoriginal French Canadian
parish, Notre Dane, had grown toosmall toacconmmodate t he ever-growing Franco-Anmerican
popul ation i nSouthbridge. The geographical lines of thenewparish were drawn t oinclude
the [arge French Canadian popul ati onwhich hadsettled i nthearea known as "The Fl ats"
near theMin Wrks of theAmerican Optical Conmpany. The construction of a school-chapel,
a rectory anda convent were begun on an anple piece of property on Charlton Street i n the
Flats about 1909. The gift of $70,000 from Notre Dame got t henewparish of f t oa good econo-
mc start. The newschool was opened i n 1910 under thedirection of theSisters of the
Assunmption of Nicolet, thesane order of nuns which rantheparish School of Notre Dane.
Church services were held i ntheschool building from 1910until thepresent church was
built i n1926. Thefirst pastor was Father Emle St. Chge. By 1919 Sacred Heart parish servec
about 600 families. The school had four hundred students under thecare of eleven teaching

sisters. o ] .
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Indicate each item on inventory foim v/ich is being continued below.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd)

Sacred Heart Church (cont'd)
diminuative fleche accent this upward movement. Like Notre Dame, the other
French Canadian parish in Southbridge, Sacred Heart is built of stone, is
massive in form and monumental in appearance.

The earlier buildings in the complex employ a generalized Classical
Revival vocabulary. The school is a large brick hip block, crossed by
a second hipped frontispiece with three Roman arched entries. The
rectory is tuo-story, brick, hipped block with a central entry, adding
a bowed bay to its facade and projecting bays to its long lateral

walls. The convent takes a similar but more symmetrical form with bay
windows on th© first floor on either side of the central entry porch,
and a rear ell with porch as well. Each residential building is

treated with wide friezes at the cornice line, keystones at the first
floor windows, and a stone belt course above the raised basement.

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT

The Sacred Heart Church District is significant for its eissociation
with the expansion and development of Southbridge's French Canadian
community early in the th-century. Its stone Neo-Gothic Church
design marks the importance of the French-Canadian coramunity and the
more austere school and residenses relate well to other Roman Catholic

complexes in the region. It meets National Register criteria A and C
at the local level and retains integrity of setting, location,
materials, workmanship, design, feeling, and association. The

boundaries indicated on the attached assessors map are those of
current ownership. -
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