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SOUUiBRiDGt WA33 

Town Southbridge 

Name of area ( i f any) Sacred Heart Church 

^resent use: Keiigious 
Condition: Good 

General date or period 1908-1926 

Sketch niap. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within it.  
Number each property for vmich individual inventory forms have been conroleted.  
Label streets (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north. (Attach a  
separate sheet if space here is not sufficient) UTM ̂g-̂ CTfcÂ g -r 
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Organizat ion Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-

Date May 1986 
mission 
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ARGilTECrURAl SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structvires). 

This complex- consists of four separate buildings, a church, a school, a rectory and a convent, 
set on ample, well-cared-for tree shaded grounds i n an urban three-decKer neighborhood near 
the American Optical Company. The 1926 stone Neo-Gothic church, b u i l t close to the sidewalk 
on Charlton Street, i s the dominant structure of the complex. Also facing Charlton Street are 
the 1909 brick Colonial Revival Rectory and Convent, set back from the street i n a spacious 
lawn. Seen at the rear of the l o t from Charlton Street, the substantial Colonial Revival 
Style school building faces on Mechanic Street with a large lawn i n f r o n t . Although residen­
tial/commercial buildings stand between the school and Mechanic Street, the facade can be 
seen at the end of a treelined v i s t a down Brochu Street. 

Sacred Heart Church, Charlton Street, 1926, Neo-Gothic 
Pierced by large Gothic arched windows, the facade of thi s stone church i s ar t i c u l a t e d 
by two facade towers and a projecting entrance porch. Large Gothic arched windows i n 
the t a l l buttressed clerestory l i g h t the nave from above. The side aisles are lighted 
by low segmented arched windows i n the buttressed outer walls. V e r t i c a l i t y of design 
is achieved by the use of repeated buttresses and of slim facade towers capped by 
f i l i g r e e b e l f r i e s and spires. Breaking the skyline, the small tower spires and a —coM't 

filSTOKlĈ L SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, wnat caused i t , 
and how i t affected communit)'; be specific). 

Sacred Heart parish was established i n 1908 when the church of the o r i g i n a l French Canadian 
parish, Notre Dame, had grown too small to accommodate the ever-growing Franco-American 
population i n Southbridge. The geographical lines of the new parish were drawn to include 
the large French Canadian population which had sett l e d i n the area known as "The Flats" 
near the Main Works of the American Optical Company. The construction of a school-chapel, 
a rectory and a convent were begun on an ample piece of property on Charlton Street i n the 
Flats about 1909. The g i f t of $70,000 from Notre Dame got the new parish o f f to a good econo­
mic s t a r t . The new school was opened i n 1910 under the direc t i o n of the Sisters of the 
Assumption of Nicolet, the same order of nuns which ran the parish School of Notre Dame. 
Church services were held i n the school building from 1910 u n t i l the present church was 
b u i l t i n 1926. The f i r s t pastor was Father Emile St. Onge. By 1919 Sacred Heart parish servec 
about 600 families. The school had four hundred students under the care of eleven teaching 
si s t e r s . ••,. ,, : / • 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES •,•-..-iyx.^. y. . . ..^ 
maps, atlases 
Gatineau, F. Histoire des Franco Americains de Southbridge, 1919, pp. 90-92 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston ̂  

Consnmity: Form No: 
lJ-229,231, 

Southbridge 232 

Property Name: Sacred Heart Church Property Name: 
Complex 

Indicate each item on inventory foim v^ich is being continued below. 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t ' d ) 

Sacred Heart Church ( c o n t ' d ) 
d i m i n u a t i v e f l e c h e accent t h i s upward movement. L ike Notre Dame, the o ther 
French Canadian p a r i s h i n Southbr idge , Sacred Heart i s b u i l t o f s tone , i s 
massive i n fo rm and monumental i n appearance. 

The e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g s i n t h e c o m p l e x e m p l o y a g e n e r a l i z e d C l a s s i c a l 
R e v i v a l v o c a b u l a r y . The s c h o o l i s a l a r g e b r i c k h i p b l o c k , c r o s s e d b y 
a s e c o n d h i p p e d f r o n t i s p i e c e w i t h t h r e e Roman a r c h e d e n t r i e s . The 
r e c t o r y i s t u o - s t o r y , b r i c k , h i p p e d b l o c k w i t h a c e n t r a l e n t r y , a d d i n g 
a bowed b a y t o i t s f a c a d e a n d p r o j e c t i n g b a y s t o i t s l o n g l a t e r a l 
w a l l s . The c o n v e n t t a k e s a s i m i l a r b u t more s y m m e t r i c a l f o r m w i t h b a y 
w i n d o w s o n t h © f i r s t f l o o r o n e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e c e n t r a l e n t r y p o r c h , 
a n d a r e a r e l l w i t h p o r c h a s w e l l . E a c h r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g i s 
t r e a t e d w i t h w i d e f r i e z e s a t t h e c o r n i c e l i n e , k e y s t o n e s a t t h e f i r s t 
f l o o r w i n d o w s , a n d a s t o n e b e l t c o u r s e a b o v e t h e r a i s e d b a s e m e n t . 

NATIONAL REGISTER C R I T E R I A STATEMENT 
The S a c r e d H e a r t C h u r c h D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s e i s s o c i a t i o n 
w i t h t h e e x p a n s i o n a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f S o u t h b r i d g e ' s F r e n c h C a n a d i a n 
c o m m u n i t y e a r l y i n t h e t h - c e n t u r y . I t s s t o n e N e o - G o t h i c C h u r c h 
d e s i g n m a r k s t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n c o r a m u n i t y a n d t h e 
more a u s t e r e s c h o o l a n d r e s i d e n s e s r e l a t e w e l l t o o t h e r Roman C a t h o l i c 
c o m p l e x e s i n t h e r e g i o n . I t m e e t s N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A a n d C 
a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l a n d r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , a n d a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f 
c u r r e n t o w n e r s h i p . -

SOUTHBRIDGE MASS 

Staple to Inventory form at •bottom 
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CLASSIFICATION 
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historic current 

DESCRIPTION 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource -
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

IVIultiple Property Cover Slieet Reference Number: 64000294 


