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Historic Mae Alfred Vinton House

U Present dwelling
Original dwelling

DESCRPTION

Dae circa 185"

Source  Simond's List

Style Italianate

Architect Gardner Sv/mmes
Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard, f lushhoar

Outbuildings two-bay detached garageA/d

Magor Alterations (with dates) none

Condition excellent

Mosd no Dae
Acresge .36 acre 0EZ22MX
Setting Suburban residential along

major early road (to V/obum).

Recorded by Carol Ely

Organization V/inchester Historical Gm
Dae 9/78; revised by H. \7hite 10/87
Formerly: 109 Main St. (pre-1905)



NATIONAL RECGISTER CRTERA SIATEVENT (i f applicable)

The Vinton House is notable as one of v/inchestere s finest examples
of a conservative, mid-century Italianate residence. The Vinton House
also exemplifies the up-to-date suburban residences built by prosperous
Boston businessmen during the early days of suburbanization in V/inchester.
Therefore the Vinton House meets Criteria Aland Cof the National Register
of Historic Places.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNHCANCE  Describe important architectural features ad evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The Vinton House is a two-and-one-half story Italianate house, based
on a rectangular plan. The eaves overhang the comice and are embellished
with scroll brackets with pendant drops. The three-bay facade has a center
entrance with an elaborate molded surround. The entrance door has upper
panels of glass, and is flanked by half-sidelights of leaded glass. The
entrance is set within an open entrance porch with chamfered posts and scroll
brackets. Windows are six-over-six with bracketed sills. V/indows of the
lower story have bracketed hoods, with those of the facade being full-length.
The center window above the entrance is round-headed; the paired gable
windov/s have segmental arched openings. The facade of the Vinton House is
scored and flushboarded in an attempt to simulate ashlar masonry. A one-
story ell stands to the rear. There is a one-story polygonal bay on the
south elevation.

HISTORCAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the™ role ownes played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devdopment of the comwnity. V2. '

This house was built sometime just prior to 185" by Gardner Symmes
a well-known local builder during the mid-nineteenth century.
ovmed the house from 1857-1864, and possibly lived there himself.

By 1865 the house had been sold to Alfred C. Vinton, a Winchester
lav/yer, and~prorainent financial backer of the newly organized Winchester
Hospital. Alfred Vinton also vias the author of the Symmes Memorial.
Vinton's v/ife Mable was a member of the Symmes familg.

In 1892 Vinton entered a partnership v/ith neighbor Sarah Lunt, for
the laying out and sale of houselots on nearby Fairview Terrace, a cul-de-sac
laid out between the Vinton and Lunt estates.

The Vinton House remained in that family until the 1920s.
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