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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

TMs historic district encompasses an area of approximately 29 
square acres. It is bounded on the north by highway 72 and on the south 
by the wildlife refuge and in part the river, and on the east and west by 
open fields and the wildlife refuge.

The town consists of three parallel streets running north-south through 
the village and four running east-west. These streets are paved and 
un-guttered. The original sidewalks are gone.

i' - The area contains several historic buildings dating back to the early 
1800's. The homes range from small sheds and cottages to mansion type 
structures. Most of the homes are white frame and have white picket 
Fences. The district is predominantly residential with only a service 
station and general store providing commercial aspects. There are two 
ante-bellum churches, one a white frame and the other a red .brick .building 
with doric columns. The post office still uses the original wooden call 
boxes. Many of the small cottages retain their original appearance. Two 
of the structures, the old Tavern and the Zeitler House are listed on the 
Historic American Buildings Survey.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Mooresville is one of the olde-r incorporated towns in Alabama and the 
only village in North Alabama to have retained a preponderance of ante- 
'bellum structures. Very little changed since the mid-1850's, several 
of its buildings date to the early 1800's.

The area was inhabited as early as 1805. Settlers coming down the 
Old Winchester Road were attracted to the area because of its natural 
spring and good location. The town was built on high ground several miles 
away from the swamps. In October of 1JU8,fqgrty residents petitioned the 
legislature for incorporation. It was granted in November of that year. 
The town was^an important route of travel through the Tennessee Valley 
and the tavern was a popular stage coach stop.

During the late 20's or early 1830's Andrew Johnson, who was living 
in Greenville, Tennessee, spent several weeks in Mooresville. He was 
attracted by the reputation of a tailor named Joseph Sloss. While 
learning some of the refinements of his trade, he stayed at the Hurn 
House. This house is still standing. Another famous resident was 
Thomas Bibb, the second governor of Alabama.

Most of the present residents are descendents of the original settlers.



Brown, V.P., Akens, N.P., Alabama Heritage, Huntsvil
lishers, 1967. 

Jones, Pat, The Story of Mooresville, The North Alabar
ociation, 1968: originally published in Huntsville 

McClellan, R.A., History of Limestone County, Library

le: The Strode Pub-

na Historical Ass- 
' Tj-mes, 1933. 
of John Calhoun

Junior College, Decatur, 1966: originally published in Athens Post, 
1881. ———

Sulzby, James F., Jr., Historic Alabama Hotels and Resorts, University
of Alabama Psess: University, '.-Alabama, 1960.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY C

———— ———————————— ———————————— F
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 34° 37' "^"O 86° 52' 54" 
NE 34 ° 37 ' \$"^086° 52' 40" 
SE '34° 37' 58L/;>?86 0- 52 • 40 -

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
I DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

1 OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
O f •

LONG! TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o / •' - »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 29 3CreS

1LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY^jS'

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY /\ \ ''':'"•

COUNTY: •'"--..•' ;y^;(.

COUNTY: . ; , , V.'»

COUNTY: >

fNQrip^l^

''••<;''/-"*;\ CODE

$-\ XX\
(i<l\ \. V.-/ CODE

^ * ^

_ ,./-.••' .-;'.'. ij .-+' CODE

,VVr-:'-^" :' * — >'>» - ————
•;•*-"'-'•' . /i ""•*•/ CODE 

•' \, f

12

NAME AND T,TLE: w.Warner Floyd, Executive Director
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Alabama Historical Commission
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National d State xQ Local D

Title c5^C £
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Alabama
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June 15, 1971-
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01

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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