Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
(Type all entries —complete applicable sections)
I. NAME
COMMON:

French Cable Station

AND/OR HISTORIC:

CongresBiotial

2. LOCATION

STREET ANDNUMBER:
corner Cove Road and Route 28 (southeast corner)
CITY OR TOWN:
Orleans Y
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE
M assachusetts 025 Barnstable 001
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
»  Disfrict g Building *  Public Public Acquisition: I 1 Occupied Yes:
* Site Q Structure  [3 Private Q In Process | i Unoccupied g] Restricted
«  Object * Both I 1 Being Considered [3 Preservation work [ I Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
i | Agricultural i | Government . Park | j Transportation | Comments
[ | Commercial t~l Industrial | | Private Residence « Other (Specify)
[ 1 Educational . Military I | Religious
| | Entertainment Museum I i Scientific
t4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
French Cable Station i nOrleans, |nc. o
STREET AND NUMBER: Q
corner Cove Road and Route 28 (southeast corner)
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Orleans Massachusetts 025
5. LOCAtjON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC;
Barnstable County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:
C TY OR TOWN: STATE
Barnst abl e Kassachusetts 025
p. REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Inventory of Historic Assets, Commonweal th of Massachusetts
DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 [ I Federal State LH County Local
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
STREET AND NUMBER:
Archives Miseum St atehouse
STATE:

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

STATE:

Massachusetts

COUNTY:

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

District 12

Massachusetts
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DESCRIPTION

(Chec* One)
Excellent Good . Foir | | Deteriorated . Ruins I I Unexposed
CONDITION ("Check One) (Check One)
Altered H Unoltered . Moved H Origir.al Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHY SICAL APPEARANCE

The French Cable' "fetation in Orleans appears tobe a typical small
house of thelate" nineteenth century. The |'" story building i sframe
covered with clapboard on a brick foundation. The main portion of the
building was constructed in 188Bi.wat a |ated date, a one-bay el lwith a
pitched roof was added t ot hesouth side of thebuilding. The gable
end of thebuilding faces west toward thestreet and forms t hemain
facade. Oh this facade, t hedouble-doored entrance i scentered beneath
the wide gable. I nthegable, thecornices areboxed with returns. Qe
story bay windows with 2/2 sashes arelocated on either side of thedouble
door. Each of thebays and t heentrance carry a wide blank frieze and
a cornice simlar i ndesign tothat i nthe gable.

The floor plan of thecable station i sthat of a center hall with three
smal | roons opening off i ton theleft (north) side. These roons housed
the equi pment necessary for theoperation of thestation, includingthe
"Wheatstone Bridge " and the "Artificial Line", and therepair shop. The
added el | and nost of theoriginal building totheright (south) of the
door form thelarge transmtting room behind which i sa small office.

The cables enter thebuilding through therear (east) wall of thebasenent
and feed through thefloor tothetransmtting room
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as

I | Pre-Columbian 1

Appropriate)

16th Century 18th Century

13 20th Century

15th Century 17th Century a 19th Century
SPECIFIC  DATE(S) (If Applicable and  Known) 18Q1, 1«q7
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal I | Education Political I 1 Urban Planning
1 1 Prehistoric % Engineering Religion/Phi. Other (Specify)
Q Historic 1 | Industry losophy
r~I Agriculture 1 | Invention | | Science
I | Architecture 1 | Landscape I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture | | Social/Human-
I | Commerce I | Literature itarian
Communications . Military . Theater
I 1 Conservation . Music [ | Tronsportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The French Cable Stationi nOrleans i sone of t henost remarkably com
plete historical docunents tocone tolight inMassachusetts for some
time. This building, which appears tobe atypical small house of the
|ate nineteenth century, was theAmerican termnus of thefirst direct
Atlantic cable. Inside is much of theoriginal equipnent and sone of
the conpany's records, exactly as they were left when t hestation was
cl osed down.

The first French cable t o Arerica was conpleted by La Conpagnie Fran-
Nai se du Tel egraphe de Paris a New York i n1879. The line ranfrom Brest,
France, by way of St, Pierre ( anisland off t hesouthern coast of New ound-
land) t o Eastham Massachusetts. Because of theisolation of theEastham
Station and of difficulty inkeeping i tsupplied and staffed for 24-hour
daily service, i twas decided tonove thecable termnus toOrleans. By
1891t he newbuilding had been constructed, al | e\;uipnment had been trans-
ferred from Eastham and full operations were being carried on fromt he
Orl eans station.

In 1895, La Conpagni e du Tel egraphe nerged with La Participation des C'blep
des Antilles (operatingi ntheCarribean) toform La Conpagni e Frangaise
des Cabl es Tel egraphi ques. The new bonpany enbarked on an expansi on progranj
and, i n1897, began work on thefirst direct Atlantic cable. This was also
the world's longest cable, running 3173 nautical miles, from Brest to Oleanb
This line was extended from Orleans t o New York (324nautical mles) i n 1898

Messages were received at thestation i n French and translated by the
Orl eans operators bhefore being relayed. The French cables were originally
operated with manual keying and handcopying at relay points and termnals
but theprocesses |ater were mechanized. The test room at t he Orl eans

4”"n operated with a "Weatstone Bridge," an apparatus designed t olocate
br-el*a*s'™n t he cable by measuring theresistance t ooutgoing signals. Anothet
oom a*/ pije station housed the "Artificial Line" which duplexed thedirect
cMle. "By\duplicating theresistance, capacity and other electrical charac-
MerifMicqrtf thecable, this equipment nade i t possible simultaneously to
sei ™ Mud beceive signals onthesane |ine. Both the "Weatstone Bridge" and
-Art%”ilcial Line" remain i nplace.
7/\/\" 1

Aphiftirr of major news items reached Anerica through theFrench Cable St a-
o/iSeVvanong themt heweck of thePortland i n1898, t hesinking of the



9 MVIQR B BLI G3APH CAL RgFERENCES

Barnard, R L. "TheOrleans Cable Station." Orleans, 1971
Curry, Field, "Synopsis of French Atlantic Cable History," Washington, jg71

Notgs prepared by Janes W lson, last superintendent of t heFrench Cable
tation.

10 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ' n
e 41 47 16 70 © 59 1
SE
sw
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1QSS than One acCre
ILIST ALL STATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY m
m
COUNTY:
Z
\\. FORM PRfgi"Af"ED BY <y
NAME ~ AND Tl "N-A A
Anne R, Wa r Survey Director n
ORGANI ZATION DATE
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion 2/28/72
STREET AND NUMBER: 0
Archi ves Miuseum Statehouse 7
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cn
Boston Massachusetts 025
M  STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National E Sate n Local 3

| hereby certify that this property is included inthe
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic B’servation

Date

Nami
ATTEST:

[Tohn F. X Davoren
. Secretary of t he Commonweal t h,
1tle

Chairman,
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssi

Bate March 2, 1972
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(Continuation Sheet)

favumber all  entries) AR11182
8. Significance
Lusitania and Lindbergh's safe arrival i nParis. During the 1938 hurricane,

when Cape Cod was cut of f fromal | other means of communication, the French
cable proved invaluable. The cable system was inactive during the German
occupation of France i nWrld War | | and was abandoned completely i n 1959.

A group of interested citizens has now purchased thestation andi s
negotiating for thereturn of theequipment removed when i t was closed.
This group, assisted by thestaff of theSmthsonian Institution, i s making
plans torestore thebuilding and reopen i tas t heFrench Cable Station
Miuseum
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6  SecTiaalfy/

March 6, 1972

Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation

National Park Service

801 Nineteenth Street, N. W.

Washington, D, C. 20006 CERTIFIED MAIL

Attention: Miss Mary Means

Enclosed is a National Register submission for:
1. French Cable Station, Orleans, Massachusetts

It has been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by
the Secretary of the Commonw”edth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman,
M assachusetts Historical Commission and designated State Liaison Officer,

Sincerely yours,
N

Richard W, Hale, Jr.
Acting Chairman
M assachusetts Historical Commission
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ENTRIES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

STATE yr. o;,cr7(?°T2irn

AR11 192
Date Entered
Nane Location
north £aetcm ~l xoad St2rtdon North Baston
Bristol GCowwTity
Pligriia ERII Plyrsorsth
Plyiiouth County
Eopdy Rill Fteetir-ghouse and Anosbury
Parsonage Eseex Covuity
ITrench Cabla gtaticsn Orleans

| saac Davis Trail

Also Notified

Hon. BEdvad M. Kaneb
Hon. Df~r:! V1 BrooA

lioa, iLir3i;< -/t Hccltler
Kou. Hastings Keith

Eon. KicLicl J. <*rri4;:3ton
Hon, Roiiert F. Dxinsa

Director, riortheast Ragion

Bamstabl© County

Aotoar Concord
Middlesex County

Stac« Liaison Officer

fJoa- Jo:vi F. ii. Davoren

Secretary' of tha Coaaoxryadth

Chairman, "-sasachuscttE Uistorical
Oodftsaiisoa

Office of tiia £:i2cret:JT"

Stata iMiiiN*!

Bost«>n, fiasaiachueetts 02133



