
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 
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C O U N T Y : 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

I. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

French Cable S t a t i o n 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. L O C A T I O N CongresBiotial District 12 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

corner Cove Road and Route 28 (southeast corner) 

a. :5L 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Orleans . . V 

S T A T E 
C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Massachusetts 025 Barns table 001 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(•Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• Disfrict g Building 

• Site Q Structure 

• Object 

• Public 

[ 3 Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

Q In Process 

I I Being Considered 

I I Occupied 

I i Unoccupied 

[ 3 Preservation work 

in progress 

Yes: 

g ] Restricted 

[ I Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

i I Agricultural 

[ I Commercial 

[ I Educational 

I I Entertainment 

i I Government 

t~l Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

Museum 

• Park 

I I Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I i Scientific 

I j Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

t 4 . OWNER O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

French Cable Station i n Orleans, Inc. 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

corner Cove Road and Route 28 (southeast corner) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Orleans 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 0 2 5 

5. L O C A t j O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 
C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

Barnstable County Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Barnstable 

STATE 

Kassachusetts 0 2 5 

01 > 

cn 

p . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Historic Assets, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1971 [ I Federal State LH County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Archives Museum, Statehouse 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts Q25 



|7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t Good • F o i r 

( C h e c * One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I U nexposed 

("Check One) 

• A l t e r e d H U n o l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved H Or ig i r .a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y SI C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The French Cable'"fetation i n Orleans appears to be a t y p i c a l small 
house of the late" nineteenth century. The l'^ story building i s frame 
covered with clapboard on a brick foundation. The main portion of the 
building was constructed i n _1893,i.w at a lated date, a one-bay e l l with a 
pitched roof was added to the south side of the building. The gable 
end of the building faces west toward the street and forms the main 
facade. On t h i s facade, the double-doored entrance i s centered beneath 
the wide gable. I n the gable, the cornices are boxed with returns. One 
story bay windows with 2/2 sashes are located on either side of the double 
door. Each of the bays and the entrance carry a wide blank frieze and 
a cornice similar i n design to that i n the gable. 

The f l o o r plan of the cable station i s that of a center h a l l with three 
small rooms opening o f f i t on the l e f t (north) side. These rooms housed 
the equipment necessary for the operation of the st a t i o n , including the 
"Wheatstone Bridge " and the " A r t i f i c i a l Line", and the repair shop. The 
added e l l and most of the o r i g i n a l building to the r i g h t (south) of the 
door form the large transmitting room, behind which i s a small o f f i c e . 
The cables enter the building through the rear (east) wall of the basement 
and feed through the f l o o r to the transmitting room. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

I -

u 

m 
I -

lU 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lumb ian 1 • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Century 

a 19th Century 

1 3 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1 8 Q 1 , 1«q7 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

Q Histor ic 

r~l Agriculture 

I I Architecture 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

r% Eng inee r i ng 

1 I I ndus t r y 

1 I I n ven t i on 

1 I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

I 1 Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• T h e a t e r 

[ I T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The French Cable Station i n Orleans i s one of the most remarkably com­
plete h i s t o r i c a l documents to come to l i g h t i n Massachusetts for some 
time. This bu i l d i n g , which appears to be a t y p i c a l small house of the 
late nineteenth century, was the American terminus of the f i r s t d i r e c t 
A t l a n t i c cable. Inside i s much of the o r i g i n a l equipment and some of 
the company's records, exactly as they were l e f t when the station was 
closed down. 

The f i r s t French cable to America was completed by La Compagnie Fran-
^aise du Telegraphe de Paris a New York i n 1879. The li n e ran from Brest, 
France, by way of St, Pierre ( an island o f f the southern coast of Newfound­
land) to Eastham, Massachusetts. Because of the i s o l a t i o n of the Eastham 
Station and of d i f f i c u l t y i n keeping i t supplied and staffed for 24-hour 
daily service, i t was decided to move the cable terminus to Orleans. By 
1 8 9 1 t h e new building had been constructed, a l l e\;uipment had been trans­
ferred from Eastham and f u l l operations were being carried on from the 
Orleans st a t i o n . 

In 1895, La Compagnie du Telegraphe merged with La Participation des C^blep 
des A n t i l l e s (operating i n the Carribean) to form La Compagnie Frangaise 
des Cables Telegraphiques. The new bompany embarked on an expansion programj 
and, i n 1897, began work on the f i r s t d i r e c t A t l a n t i c cable. This was also 
the world's longest cable, running 3173 nautical miles, from Brest to Orleanb 
This l i n e was extended from Orleans to New York (324 nautical miles) i n 1898 

Messages were received at the station i n French and translated by the 
Orleans operators before being relayed. The French cables were o r i g i n a l l y 
operated with manual keying and handcopying at relay points and terminals 
but the processes la t e r were mechanized. The te s t room at the Orleans 

4^n operated with a "Wheatstone Bridge," an apparatus designed to locate 
br-el^a^s'^n the cable by measuring the resistance to outgoing signals. Anothet 
oom a^/pije station housed the " A r t i f i c i a l Line" which duplexed the direc t 

c ^ j l e . ^By\duplicating the resistance, capacity and other e l e c t r i c a l charac-
^ e r i ^ i c q r ^ f the cable, t h i s equipment made i t possible simultaneously to 
sei^'^^ud beceive signals on the same l i n e . Both the "Wheatstone Bridge" and 

- ^ r t % ^ i l c i a l Line" remain i n place. 

7^^" " 
^ n ^ i f t i ^ r of major news items reached America through the French Cable Sta-
•liSfeV^among them the wreck of the Portland i n 1898, the sinking of the 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RgFERENCES 

Barnard, R. L. "The Orleans Cable Station." Orleans, 1971 
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10 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
N E  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

41 47 16 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

70 ° 59 ' 17 " 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : I Q S S t h a n O n e a C r e 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 
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S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 
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Anne R, Wa: r Survey D i r e c t o r n 
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cn 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

D A T E 

2 / 2 8 / 7 2 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Archives Museum, Statehouse 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
M STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAl ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National E State ^ Local 3 

Nami 

Tit le 

[Tohn F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, 

Chairman, 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commissi 

Bate March 2, 1972 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic B^servation 

Date 

ATTEST: 
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8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

L u s i t a n i a and Lindbergh's safe a r r i v a l i n P a r i s . During the 1938 hurr i c a n e , 
when Cape Cod was cut o f f from a l l other means of communication, the French 
cable proved i n v a l u a b l e . The cable system was i n a c t i v e during the German 
occupation of France i n World War I I and was abandoned completely i n 1959. 

A group of i n t e r e s t e d c i t i z e n s has now purchased the s t a t i o n and i s 
n e g o t i a t i n g f o r the r e t u r n of the equipment removed when i t was closed. 
This group, a s s i s t e d by the s t a f f o f the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n , i s making 
plans t o r e s t o r e the b u i l d i n g and reopen i t as the French Cable S t a t i o n 
Museum, 
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6^ S^ecTfeia/fy/ 

March 6, 1972 

Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
801 Nineteenth Street, N . W. 

CERTIFIED MAIL Washington, D, C. 20006 

Attention: Miss Mary Means 

Enclosed is a National Register submission for: 

1. French Cable Station, Orleans, Massachusetts 

It has been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed by 
the Secretary of the Commonw^ealth, John F. X . Davoren, Chairman, 
Massachusetts Historical Commission and designated State Liaison Officer, 

Sincerely yours, 
^\ 

Richard W, Hale, Jr . 
Acting Chairman 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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Eq>cky R i l l Fteetir-ghouse and 
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ITrench Cabla gtaticsn 

Isaac Davis Trail 
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Plyiiouth County 

Anosbury 
Eseex Covuity 

Orleans 
Bamstabl© County 

Aotoar Concord 
Middlesex County 
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