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Svanssa, Mass. MRA

Town SNANTA
Addr ess Gardner's Neck Road
H storic Kane

Sout h Snansea Uni on Church

Wse:  Present religious
Origi nal religious
CESCR PTT AN
Dat e 1916
Sour ce Church records
Style Shingle
Architect unknown
Exterior Wall Fabric wood shingle
Qut bui I dings parish house (ca. 1950s)

Myjor Aterations (wth dates) none

1

Gondi tion good

Mved no Dat e

Acreage |ess than oneacre

Setting  suburban houses on fairly

regul ar rectangular |ots

Recorded by Kay Flynn/K K Brooner

Organi zation Snansea Historical Conmssio:

Dat e March 1988/ Cct ober 1989



NATI ONAL REG STER CRHER A STATEMBNT (i f applicable)

The South Saansea Union Church retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling, and associationand is significant on the local level. The

church neets Criterion A as a product of the rapidly expanding suburban popul ation

on Gardner's Neck inthe early 20th century, and Criterion C as a well-preserved
ecclesiastical structure inthe Shingle Style. For itsarchitectural significance

in Saansea, the church also neets Criteria Consideration A

ARCH TECTURAL S GNLFI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terras of.
other buildingswithin the community.

South Saansea Union Church is architecturally significant as the best exanple of a
Shingle Style church in Saansea. Qe and one-half stories on a raised rubblestone
foundation, the church is a gabled rectangular structure with characteristic wood
shingle cladding. A promnent facade cross-gable includes four |ancet w ndows

on the first floor and a wheel w ndow above. Simlar arrangements of |ancet and

wheel wi ndows grace the end-gable elevations of the main block. The offset entrance
is marked by a square tower rising to a belvedere with tent roof. CQher architectural
features includes overhanging eaves, exposed rafters, and drip noul ds over w ndows
and doors.

HSIDR CAL SSGNH CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the comunity.

The formation of the South Saansea Union Church i s rooted i nthe organizationof the
Sout h Saansea Sunday School about 1910. In the early decades of the 20th century

the popul ation of Gardner's Neck (South Saansea) rapidly increased, as the formerly
rural area was transformed by suburban devel opnent. The Sunday school provided for
area children of varied circumstances who were unable to attend the other Sunday
schools « of the town. School nenbership swelled from 16 to 96 children injust one
year, and meeting places included private hones and even a tent at cean Gove. In
Qctober 1914 the school was incorporatedwith the objective of buying |and and building
a chapel. Meanwhile, the Ladies Aid Society was forned Novenber 17, 1914 to assist

in running the Sunday school .

Sunday evening services began inprivate hones on the Neck i nAugust 1915. In
Novenber of that year, the South Saansea Sunday School Corporation purchased |and
from Edwi n Gardner for the chapel. The building conmttee consisted of nenbers of
the Sunday school corporation: Charles A Chace, Edward Goss, M. and Ms. Chester
R Gardner, and Ms. Sidney K Crittenden. The conmerstone for the church was |aid
My 6 1916 and the building was dedicated the follow ng Septenber.

B BLI G3=APHY and/ or REFERENCES

50th Anniversary of the South Saansea Church, 1914-1964, booklet printed by the Church.
Pierce, Helen, ed. Saansea Tercentenary 1667-1967. Saansea, My  1967.
Wight, Otis. History of Saansea 1667-1917. Swnansea, My 1917.
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