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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "X" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name Gloucester Fisherman's Memorial

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Stacy Boulevard N/A not for publication
city or town Gloucester N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009 zip code 01930

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this ai™*omination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"Qieets ¢ does not meet tI™ National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally ¢ statewide iCiocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

brature of certifying official/Tite Judith BLwicDonough, Executive Director
'Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereBy certify that this property is: Signatuib"fettiee Kesmesr n Date of Action
"M entered in the National Register
¢ See continuation sheet.
¢ detennined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
¢ determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Gloucester Fisherman's Memorial
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

LiiMiiii) iM(]i]iiliiv
(Check only on”rox) ;

_ private _ buildingt™;

X public-local district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
X object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Gloucester Multiple Property Submission (Maritime
Context)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: Work of Art

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
N/A

Narrative Description

Essex County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: Work of Art

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation
walls

roof
other Metal: Bronze

Stone: Granite

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets.



Gloucester Fisherman's Memorial
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Essex County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

MARITIME HISTORY
ART

Period of Significance
1923 - 1945

Significant Dates
1923, 1925

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Leonard F. Craske

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this formon one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency

_ Local government
_University

__ Other

Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Commission



Gloucester Fisherman's Memorial Essex County. MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 15 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 362900 4718660 3.
Zone Basti ng Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC, with Barbara Erkkila, Gloucester Historical Commission

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name City of Gloucester

street & number telephone

city or town state Zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Gloucester Fisherman's Memoria occupies a prominent location on the south sde of
Stacy Boulevard a the edge of Gloucester Harbor. The memorid is Stuated inthe center of
the long, narrow 15 acre Sacy Esplanade A concrete walkway with inserts of grassand
benches for seating exids on ether dde. The memoria congds of an eight-foot-tall satue of
aman aop agranite bese 1t isthe work of the English sculptor Leonard F. Craske (1882-
1950) and was cast by the Gorham Company of Providence, Rhode Idand, in 1925.

The datue is a naturdistically rendered figure of a fisherman clad in oilskins standing braced
a the whed on the doping deck of his ship. It is dted 0 that the fisherman, grasping the
ship's whesl, looks intently out to ssg, over the harbor. Cad in bronze, the datue hes lost its
original patina dmost completely and is now covered with athin layer of green corrosion,
with idands of black-brown corroson. The gookes of the whed and bronze deck are worn
amooth from handling and climbing, as the gatue is only minimally removed from the public
by alow chainfence.

The fisherman's figure rises ebove a green granite bese weighing a half ton. A pand, dightly
recessad, on the front (harbor, or south) sde of the base is designed with a frame of rock-
faced granite to match the block. It holds an inscription taken from the 107th Psalm:

THEY THAT GO
DOWN TO THE SEA
IN SHIPS

1623 - 1923

The inscription is in three-inch-high bronze letters, while the pand background is hand
worked with an 8-cut bushing hammer.  On the north, drest Sde, a horizontal pand reeds
"MEMORIAL TO THE GLOUCESTER FISHERMAN, Augus 23, 1923."

The area around the statue's bese wes originally grassed over, but recently, after years of wear
by tourists and local resdents alike, it hes been paved. Some 1,800 antique granite blocks
form atwenty-course circle around the Satue, extending sixty feet in diameter. Fifteen
sections of granite form a continuous low bench encircling the satue base, while sxteen black
iron ganchions resembling anchor shafts support an iron chain railing and separae the

(continued)
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Section number ~> /"  Page ' M assachusetts
memoria somewhat from public access Discreet dgnage requeds that the public keep off the
monument.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehistoric gtes are currently recorded on the property, it is possble that dtes are
present. One prehigtoric Ste is recorded in the generd area (within one mile). The physica
characterigtics of the property and the surrounding areg, alevel to moderatdy doping terrace
bordering Gloucester Harbor indicate locationd criteria favorable for prehistoric Stelocations.
In generd, however, the smal sze of the parcd (less than one acre) and construction of Stacy
Boulevard, the seawdl and paved areaaround the Satue bese indicates alow potential for
ether prehistoric or historic survivas.

(end of Section 7)

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gloucester Fisherman's Memorid was ingdled in 1925 to cdebrate the lives of the more
than 10,000 men lost & s= inthe first three centuries of Gloucegter's history. Itisan
important symbol of the city's maritime heritage and perhgps the city's mos important work
of public art. The Gloucester Fisherman's Memoria retains integrity of location, desgn,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and medts Criteria A and C of the
National Regigter on the local and datelevels.

Gloucester's population hes dways hed dose assodaions with the ssa While many
Gloucester resdents have earned their livelihood from the ocean, many, too, have logt their
livesto it. In one disastrous year-1879-249 fishermen and twenty-nine vessels were lost. A
memoria Statue commemorating these losses was proposed as early as 1906, by Annisquam
artist Eric Pgpe. 1n June 1909, Gloucester held itsfirst fisherman's memoria service. Itweas
conducted a the Blynman Bridge, only a half mile from the dte of the present datue. During
an August 1912 ceremony, Mary Brooks song "Scatter FHlowers on the Waves' was sung, ad
the Girl Scouts tossed wreeths and bougquets on the outgoing tide, a cussom now observed
every Memoria Day a the Glouceser Fisherman's Memorial.

The gaue is the work of Leonard F. Craske, who in 1923 won a competition goonsored by
the Gloucegter Tercentenary Permanat Memorial Association. Craske was bornin alLondon
suburb in 1882 and was educated a London University. He later became a sudent of

(continued)
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anaomy a . Thomas Hospital, London. He studied art and sculpture under Paul R.
Montford and drawingunder Sr Frands Dicksee. While an assgant to Montford, Craske
exhibited a the Roya Academy.

In his youth, Craske worked as an actor as well as an artist. He first came to the United
Saes with atraveling acting troupe, arriving in Boston in 1914. He gopeared with the
English Company &t the Copley Thedter in Boston during the First World War before turning
his attention to sculpture and photography. He soon joined other artists summering on Cgpe
Ann, and he became a mamber of the Gloucester Society of Artists a Eagtern Point.
Throughout his career in New England, he maintained sudios both on S. Botolph Street in
Boston and on Gloucester's Rocky Neck.

In preparing for the competition to sscure the commisson for the Fisherman's Memorid,
Craske soent many hours aboard fishing schoonars.  Craske sketched and photographed while
on board, and working fishermen later posed for the sculptor. His modd was gpproved
August 17, 1922.

The Gloucester Fisherman's Memorid is generdlly acknowledged as Craske's finest work.
Other examples of his artistry include. war memorids in Lavrence and Amesbury; the
bronze placque in Cambridge marking the location of the Washington Elm, the site where
Generd Washington took command of the Continental Army; The Joy of Life, a cupid-like
figure a the Kaufman Edate in Peterborough, New Hampshire; a portrait bust of Gloucester
hero Howard Blackburn; and the modd for a proposed, but never executed, Satue honoring
The Fisherman's Wife.

Stacy Boulevard, originally Wesern Parkway, was reworked inthe 1920s as part of acivic
improvements movement. Parks Commissioner George O. Stacy was respongble for the
construction of a scenic boulevard overlooking the harbor; in order to cregte the broad
boulevard, a dozen buildings were rdocated and a new seawdl congtructed. Upon its
completion, and with the death of the commissioner shortly theresfter, the roadway was
renamed Stacy Boulevard.

The Fisherman's Memoria was unvelled August 22, 1925, but backdated on its beseto 1923
in order to assodae it with the tercentenary of the city's settlement.  The cogt of the datue
was $10,000, with $5,000 provided by the city and the remaining $5,000 by public
subscription.  The granite bese contains a sedled time cgpsule containing forty-three items,
including books, papers, gamps, and coins.

(continued)
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Featured on picture postcards and cdendars, as well as boxes of frozen fish, the Gloucester
Fisherman's Memoria is viewed by thousands of visitors annudly. The gatue hes in many
ways become Gloucester's symbol, commemorating the city's link to the ssa

(end of Section 8)

9. MAJORBIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
The Boston Globe. August 30, 1950, Leonard Craske dies.

Cgoe Ann Historical Association: Art Scrgpbooks #12, Leonard Craske, dso foundry report
dated 1927.

Gloucester Daily Times. January 8, 1906, datue proposed; June 13, 1909, memoria service
August 18, 1912, specid music;, August 17, 1922, Craske modd goproved; April 23, 1923,
Dedication; Preparation of the Ste, comerdone, actud raisng of datue, August 13, 20, 22,
23, 1925; October 18, 1954, Erkkilas Stecy Boulevard; September 17, 1960. Bollmon article;
August 11, 1973, Louis Blend, photogragpher; Blend retires, July 1, 1974; August 31, 1974,
Erkkila: Paving around the statue; June 16, 1975, Blend dies, April 14, 1983, Erkkila: First
Man a the Whed; May 25, 1983, Erkkilaa Statue design and story.
Thomas. Gordon: Fag and Able, p. 145, Schooner REX.

(end of Section 9)
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundarv Description

The Gloucester Fisherman's Memorid is Stuated on lot #72 on the City of Gloucester
Asses30r's heats #2 and #3.

Boundarv Justification
The entire lot is that higtorically assodaed with the nominated memorid.

(end of Section 10)
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG REGORD

NR' S Ref erence Nunber: 96000473 Date Listed: 5/7/96

Gl oucester FishermanMemori al Essex MA
Property Nane: Count y: State:

Mul'tiple Nane

This property i slisted intheNational Register of Historic

Pl aces i naccordance with theattached nomnation documentation
subject t ot hefollowing exceptions, exclusions, or anmendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
i n*"the nomnation docunmentation.

Signature off t he Keepar Date bf-~Action

Anended [tems I nNom nation:

The Period of Significance for this property i sanended t o begin
in 1925 (the year that t henonument was constructed), rather than
1923 as noted i nt henomnation form The form i salso anended
to check Criteria Consideration F since this i sa comenorative

property.

DI STRI BUTI ON: _ .
National Register property file _
Nom nating Authority (w thout nom nation attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT (F THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REAQ STER G- H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Gl oucester Fisherman's Memori al
NAME

MULTI PLE Gl oucester MPS
NAME:

STATE & GAONTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex

DATE RECEI VED. 3/ 25/ 96 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST: 4/ 09/ 96
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 4/ 25/ 96 DATE GF 45TH DAY: 5/ 09/ 96

DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 96000473
NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:

O'HER Y PDIL: N PER CD N  PROERAM UNAPPROVED
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL:

GOMMENT VAl VER N
NACEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CRI TER A / |
REVIEWER  Jisivdfy  /"oljjjy” DISCIPLINE 1NisIaliOyin
TELEPHONE DATE S+

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/IJTsee attached SR Y/N
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