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\The Northwest Improvement Company Store-was built in 1889

and is one of the few commercial buildings remaining in
Washington from this time. It was constructed of red
brick, made in a local brickyard. It is in excellent con-
dition as it has been in continuous use since being con-
structed as a general store by the Northern Pacific Rail-.
road. It is approximately 284 feet long on the west side,
88 feet wide on the store front (south) and 52 feet wide
on the north where the warehouse is combined under the
same roof. There is a balcony over the back area. There
are two front entrances, a side entrance and exit, and a
rear exit.

Walls are 12" -15" thick and form the bearing walls for the
roof structure. MThe general store portion (southend) con-
tains the original wood columns and stamped metal ceilings.
There has been no deterioration of the columns or ceiling
and there has been no disruption of space due to remodeling
or addition of interior partitions. WThe store front (south
wall) has its original facade of steel lintels, glass,

and cast iron columns. yThis end of the building opens

onto a raised sidewalk with a fine old metal railing
separating this raised area from the street grade below.

The exterior of the building has retained its natural brick
color, and all fenestrations on the east and west sides
have the original brick arches. The major portion of the
building has cast-iron shutters typical of the era for

fire and security protection. The northerly end of the
building, constructed originally as a warehouse, is an

open space, clear-spanned with heavy timber trusses bearing
on the solid masonry walls, leaving this entire end of the
building as one open room.

Minor repairs to the brick work will be required and new
roofing should be installed over all roofs. There is a
partial basement area under the south (store) end of the
building.
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0the N.w.I. Building is the last remaining structure as-
sociated with the Roslyn Co Field, a major source of fuel
at the turn of the Century. This building, known as the
"Company Store", furnished all the needs of the people of
the community, having departments of groceries, hardware,
men's clothing, shoes, women and children's ready-to-wear,
dry goods and notions, meat market, furniture, farm and
miner's supplies, household furnishings, jewelry, as well
as handling explosives for the entire coal field.

/according to local history, it is presumed the Northern
Pacific Coal Company purchased the store from Levi Strauss
et Co. and opened the store on October 10, 1886. They
built the present building across the tracks in 1889.

The front had been remodeled and after suffering a fire in
February, 1916, it was repaired in the same design and has
remained this way.

The Company was originally the Northern Pacific Coal Com-
pany, then changed to Northwestern Improvement Company and,
following a merger, is now the Burlington Northern.

This building will be demolished by Burlington Northern
Land Office if the City of Roslyn cannot find a way to

preserve the building. Only the City was given the op-
portunity to take over the building and adjacent land,

otherwise the building will be demolished and the land

frozen and not made available to anyone.

Tt has been said that the discovery of the Roslyn Coal
Field was what definitely decided the Railroad to favor
Stampede Pass for the railroad, rather than Naches Pass
or any other, in the Cascade Mountains.

This building could be used to preserve the culture of the
Nationalities that contributed to the social development
of the community. Nationalities included: Croatians,
English, Scottish, Austrians, Czechoslavians, Italians,
Slavonians, Finns, Swedes, Russians, Lithuanians, Polish,
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Irish, Welsh, Germans, Dutch, Norwegians, Montenegrans,
Serfs and Arabians or Syrians, as well as Negros
imported during a strike and a group of Chinese who

prospected for gold.
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AISON DFFICER

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National rFl State Local
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Doderdb, Uttec,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historid’reservation
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