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Ebenezer Academy is a brick rectangular structure of simple design
which measures sixty by forty feet. The bricks are laid in common
bond pattern on a coursed fieldstone foundation varying from one to
two feet in height. The roof is gabled with boxed cornices. At each
end of the building are two interior chimneys, one on each slope.
Entrances on both of the longer sides of the building have double
doors with transoms and fieldstone lintels. There are eighteen
windows, all of which are 12/12 with plain facings. The four windows
in each of the gable ends are surmounted by brick voussoirs.

The interior is composed of three rooms: one large classroom and two
smaller rooms. There are four fireplaces, the two in the large room
being built entirely of brick.

In the late 1960s: Ebenezer Academy, which had fallen into disrepair,
was renovated.

Surroundings: Ebenezer Academy is located on the grounds of Ebenezer
Presbyterian Church. Approximately six yards away lies the Ebenezer
Cemetery, bordering the school on two sides. Here are buried many

of the school's former instructors, students, and trustees.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located on the grounds of Ebenezer Presbyterian Church (founded 1785), Ebenezer
Academy is the oldest known school building standing in York County, South
Carolina. Part of a trend which established academies throughout the South,
Ebenezer's history has been traced to the early 19th Century. Called by one
historian "an 1nstitution of English origin adapted to the needs of the
Southern frontier...,"' the early academy offered young men college preparatory
classes with an emphasis on the classics. The Presbyterians were particularly
active in establishing academies, and Ebenezer was one of their schools. It
offered college preparatory courses in the classics and sciences and later
enlarged its curriculum to include history, English grammar, geography and
mathematics. Although the present structure was not built until 1860 (to
replace the earlier structure which had burned), Ebenezer represents a type

of institution which flourished in the South during the first half of the

19th Century and which declined at the end of that century with the growth

of public education.

It is not known exactly when Ebenezer Academy was founded, although an 1888
account traced its beginning back to 1819 and said it may have been in exis-
tence even earlier. In 1823 an advertisement for the school claimed: "A
healthy and beautiful seite [sicl--Board good and very convenient--Scientific
apparatus--An academical Library of 170 volumes: --all are invitations to
Ebenezer."2 In 1824 the South Carolina LegisTature vested $10,000 worth

of escheated property in York District to the trustees of the academy.

The school apparently grew steadily, and in 1848 its incorporation was re-
newed by the South Carolina legislature. In 1859 the Yorkville Enquirer
reported that the academy had burned and that classes would be held in

(continued)

1. Francis Butler Simkins, A History of the South (third edition,
New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1963), p. 171.

2. "Ebenezer Academy," The Pioneer and Yorkville Advertiser, Vol. I,
October 11, 1823.
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the church. An 1860 advertisement in the same paper notified the public
that the school had been rebuilt: "It is a large and commodious brick
building, with three apartments, well ventilated, and is furnished with
every convenience necessary...."3

According to one account, a primary school was held in Ebenezer during

the War Between the States. After the war, the academy apparently continued
to provide college preparatory courses for young men. Ca. 1875 the academy
became co-educational.

Distinguished alumni of Ebenezer included Andrew B. Moores & judge and

Governor of Alabama; George Washington Williams (1808-1868) a prominent

lawyer, State Senator and member of the South Carolina House of Representatives;
Archibald Ingram Barron (1807-1887) a medical doctor and signer of the
Ordinance of Secession; and Thomas Jefferson Withers (1804-1865) a judge

and member of the Secession Convention.

When Rock Hill public schools were established ca. 1888, the academy was
leased to York County for an elementary school, a use which continued until
1950 when it was deeded back to the church. 1In the late 1960s the academy
was renovated.

3. "Ebenezer Academy," Yorkville Enquirer, December 20, 1860, p. 4,
col. 2.
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