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NRIS Reference Number: 02000038 Date Listed: 02/22/02

Property Name: Thomas House
County: Red River State: LA

Multiple Name: N/A

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached 
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination 
documentation.

( KA Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

This amendment adds an additional period of significance under Section 8 of the nomination to 
reflect the major addition and rear porch enclosure. The periods of significance are c. 1855, the 
construction date of the original house, and c. 1880, the construction date of the addition and the 
date when the rear porch was enclosed.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Thomas House

Other Name/Site Number:

Ch'-'Fn 2280

2. LOCATION

Street & Number LA HWY 787

City/Town Martin

State: Louisiana Code: LA County: Red River Code: 081

Not for publication: NA 

Vicinity: X 

Zip Code: 71019

3. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby 
certify that this _X_ nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and 
professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X_ meets __ does 
not meet the National Register Criteria.

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
Nationally:_ Statewide:_ Locally: X

January 8, 2002
Sigg^wre of Certifying Official/Title Jonathan Fricker Date 
Deputy SHPO, Dept. of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau
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4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is:

Entered in the National Register
Determined eligible for the National Register
Determined not eligible for the National Register
Removed from the National Register
Other (explain): _________________

( w)Signature of Keeper Date of Action

5. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property 
Private: X 
Public-Local: __ 
Public-State: _ 
Public-Federal:

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1

1

Category of Property 
Building(s): X 
District: _ 
Site: _ 
Structure: _ 
Object: _

Non contributing 
__buildings 
__ sites 
__ structures 
_ objects 

0 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 0 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: NA
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: domestic Sub: single dwelling 
Current: other: storage Sub:

7. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification: other: log single pen 
Materials:

Foundation: stone, wood 
Walls: other: log 
Roof: metal 
Other:
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

The Thomas House is a single pen log house built c. 1855 in the hilly eastern side of Red River 
Parish. The setting on Louisiana Highway 787 (a minor road) remains rural. As was typical, the house 
received a wood frame addition during the historic period. Within recent years most of the addition has been 
covered in a modern material. Despite these and other modifications, enough of the log construction survives 
to convey the identity of what is now a rare type.

The Thomas House is large for a single pen, measuring roughly 24 feet wide by 20 feet in depth. 
Originally it had a porch across the front and back. (The back porch was enclosed during the historic period, 
as noted below.) Because the interior is covered in later materials, it is impossible to determine if there was 
a partition (to make two rooms) during the historic period. The house has been in the same family since its 
construction, and Mrs. Estelle Colley, the great-granddaughter of the original owner, was interviewed for 
this submission. Born in the house in 1917, she can recall no partition until the modern era when her 
husband installed one (since removed). Her mother, who died in 1995 just four months shy of being 100, 
also remembered only one large room.

The house is of fairly fine log construction, featuring squared off logs which fit fairly tightly together. 
Notching is of the half dovetail type. The numbering system used in organizing the construction can be seen 
at the south end near the corner. Each log has a "number" formed of a vertical ax mark or marks. Whether 
the gaps between logs were covered by battens on the interior is not known because any clues are hidden by 
wooden planks (the latter presumably from the early twentieth century). There is no evidence of chinking. It 
is also possible that the logs were covered originally on the interior with wood planks (although not the ones 
there now). The log pen rests on sills formed of single logs. The sills in turn rest on a variety of materials 
(wood blocks, rocks, bricks). Some of these undoubtedly were added to replace the original wood blocks or 
ironstone. (Stone on the whole is not native to Louisiana. The principal exception is a type of ironstone.)

The original hand hewn structural framework of the porches survives, although the rafters have been 
replaced. On the front porch one can see wooden pegs where the plate and side supports join. The front and 
back log walls extend four or five logs higher than the ceiling. On the fagade one sees where the ceiling 
joists slot into the log wall.

The low front entrance (about 51/2 feet) gives every indication of being original. Its boards are held 
in place with square nails. The original size and pattern of windows on the original log portion is not known. 
Today the window sizes vary. The granddaughter of the original owner, who was born in the house in 1896 
and died in 1995, recalled a time when there was no glass in the windows - only shutters. On the rear wall 
is a very small square opening whose original use is unknown. Although windows in early log homes were 
small, this one seems too small.

The following alterations have occurred since the c.1855 construction:

1) Addition and rear porch enclosure, all during the historic period: The rear porch was enclosed in a 
makeshift manner to provide for additional space. The walls are of simple vertical planks. The house 
was extended to the south using board and batten construction and continuing the old roofline. Presently 
this range consists of two rooms and a back porch. (Whether the front room is a porch which was later 
enclosed is unknown.) The date of the addition and rear porch enclosure cannot be documented, although 
the round head nails used throughout indicate a date of after roughly 1880.
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2) The log walls on the interior were covered with medium gauge boards (three to four inches). One 
presumes this dates from the early twentieth century. The ceilings are finished in narrow gauge beaded 
board.

3) The present chimney is a 1930s-'40s brick replacement of the original, which according to family 
tradition was of mud and stick construction.

4) The front porch rafters and posts have been replaced over the years, and the overhang has been extended.

5) It appears that the window openings have been adjusted over the years.

6) In the 1960s plywood was placed over most of the deteriorating addition and rear porch enclosure. 

Assessment of Integrity:

The wood frame addition and rear porch enclosure are not an integrity issue in the professional 
opinion of the LA SHPO because expansions such as these were quite common in log construction. The only 
notable integrity issue is the modern covering on the expansions, which is clearly out of character. However, 
despite the visual impact of this material, it should be emphasized that the original single pen log cabin 
survives with most of its character-defining features intact (the hand hewn logs, half dovetail notching, the 
single pen plan, and the log joists, sills and plates). Log houses of the Thomas House type or larger were 
once quite common in North Louisiana and are now quite rare. Indeed, one feels fortunate to find an example 
that is not in ruins. Hence the Thomas House is quite important to represent a classic archetype, alterations 
notwithstanding.

NOTE ON PHOTOGRAPHY

It is extremely dark on the interior of the original log pen; hence there are no interior photos in this 
submission. In any event, all that would be seen are walls covered in medium gauge boards.



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATION
NFS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

Thomas House, Red River Parish, LA Page 6
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Applicable National 
Register Criteria: B C X D

Criteria Considerations NA
(Exceptions): A_ B_ C_ D_ E_ F_ G

Areas of Significance: architecture

Period(s) of Significance: c. 1855

Significant Dates: c.1855

Significant Person(s): NA

Cultural Affiliation: NA

Architect/Builder: unknown
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State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above.

The Thomas House is of local architectural significance within the context of northern Louisiana as a 
rare example of domestic log construction. As such it exemplifies the folk architectural tradition of the 
Scots-Irish/Appalachian Uplanders who were by far the principal pioneer settlement group in the region.

Settlement in northern Louisiana began in earnest in the 1830s as Scots-Irish pioneers moved into the 
region from the Upland South. Their architectural "signature" was log construction. Indeed, the hardy 
Uplanders were the only pioneer group to consider log buildings the norm for a permanent dwelling. It is 
clear from the settlement patterns of the region that on the eve of the Civil War, the disbursed hamlets and 
irregular farms of the northern hill parishes boasted many hundreds of log houses. But today this impressive 
heritage is all but gone. Standing structures surveys for a several parish area show a total of 25 surviving log 
dwellings from this early period of settlement (i.e., pre-Civil War). This number is now probably lower, 
given the fact that some of the surveys are over 10 years old and some of the abandoned log houses may have 
been demolished or may have fallen down. As one of the rare survivors, the Thomas House is of 
considerable importance to enable the region to convey its early architectural identity. With its snugly fitting 
half-dovetail notching, it is a particularly fine piece of log craftsmanship.

Historical Background:

The Thomas House has remained in the same family since its construction, now being owned by the 
fifth generation. The original owner, William J. Thomas, was born in 1812 in Edgefield County, South 
Carolina. As a young man, his family moved to Butler County, Alabama. By 1854 he and his family had 
moved to what would become Red River Parish. On January 23, 1854 Thomas bought 280 acres of land in 
Sections 27 and 34 and built the candidate. Upon his death in 1882, the house was inherited by Robert 
Marion Thomas. Robert Marion and his wife had four daughters, one of whom, Lavana Francis, inherited 
the property where the house is located upon her father's death in 1914. Born in the house on January 11, 
1896, she lived there all of her long life, dying in 1995 at the age of 99 years and 8 months. Upon her 
death, her daughter, Estelle Rigdon Colley, inherited the property. On June 18, 1999, Mrs. Colley donated 
the property to her only child, the present owner, Ruby Colley Baker. Mother and daughter live together 
within sight of the old family house. Occupied until Lavana Francis' death in 1995, it is now used for 
storage.
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Historic Structures Surveys, Bienville, Lincoln, Union, Webster, Jackson, Claiborne, and Red River 
Parishes, Louisiana Division of Historic Preservation.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): NA

_ Preliminary Determination of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ Previously Listed in the National Register, (partially)
_ Previously Determined Eligible by the National Register.
_ Designated a National Historic Landmark.
_ Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey: #
_ Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record: #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

X State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State Agency 
_ Federal Agency 
_ Local Government 
_ University 
_ Other (Specify Repository):
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of Property: approx. 1 acre

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing
15 482920 3548300

Verbal Boundary Description: See attached sketch map.

Boundary Justification:

Boundaries were chosen to encompass the house and its immediate setting. They do not follow 
current property lines because of excessive acreage. In any event, the original holding has been subdivided 
over the years.

11. FORM PREPARED BY

Name/Title: National Register staff

Address: Division of Historic Preservation, P. O. Box 44247, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Telephone: (225) 342-8160

Date: October 2001

PROPERTY OWNERS

Ruby Colley Baker 
RR 5, Box 243 
Coushatta, LA 71019
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