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The O d Peirce School i ssituated on thenorth side of a noderately
sloped hill naned West Newton Hill i n Wst Newton at thecorner of Chest-
nut and Austin Streets. The site has several nature specinen trees in-
cluding Sugar Maple, Elm Ash, Catal pa, Horse Chestnut and Norway Maple.
Lawns and wal ks sloping away from t hebuilding cover thenorth side of
the property. The south side of thegroperty contains an existing park-
|rhg. area separated from thebuilding by a fieldstone retainingwall and
adj acent paved area.

The school, which faces north, i sa two-storey GCeorgian Revival
structure of rectangular plan with projecting end pavilions. It is
faced with waterstruck redbrick with rednmortar joints and has al ow
hi pped roof covered with blue-gray slate. |t issetona hi?h basenent
with granite faced foundations from grade level tothesill line of the
basement wi ndows. Granite i salso used for thesteps which approachthe
three entrances on thenorth, east and west elevations. Brownstonei s
used toform a watertable at thehead of t he basenent wi ndows, as a belt
course at thesecond floor sill line, as sills for thefirst floor wn-
dows, as an arched egframenment for thenorth entry, and as a second storey
bal cony on thenorth elevation. The basement and first floor w ndows are
"> trabeated and contain O~ double hung sash. Those of thefirst floor have
Aprick lintels., The'Mtrirtl floor windows areround arched, containing 6/6
sash and fixed fanlights. Interior chimmeys with panelled arches Pierce
th%l hi pped roof which has a slight overhang supported by exposed rafter
ends.

The north elevation, which contains themjor entr?/, I s symmetrically
conposed i nthree parts: a seven bay central section flanked by project-
ing three bay end pavilions. The main section has an arched center en-
trance with a fixed sem-circular transom over panelled oak doors painted
reen. A balustraded balcony with thewords "PEHRXE SOH3D" carved in its
intel i slocated above the door. These central elements are flanked by
three windows on each side. The roof i spierced by a broad shingled dornmner
which echoes thethree-part composition of this elevation. Paired w ndows
flank a central pedimented section which contains a pair of w ndows with
an elaborate stained glass fan light. The south elevation i salnost iden-
tical tothenorth but lacks themjor entrance and bal cony; thecentral
section i sinstead eleven bays i n width with narrow 44 w ndows occupying
the central bay at thefirst and second storey level. The east and west
el evations areidentical, consisting of a porch projecting from three bay
end sections. The porches contain round arched entries with elongated round
arched |ights above them oot o M-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Peirce School possesses integrity of setting, design, location,
materials and workmanship and i ssignificant for theformative educa-
tional role it has played i nthevillage of West Newton. Designed by
the firmof Stickney and Austin i n1894-95, i twas one of the first
three bricl® architect designed schools i nthecity and thefirst in
West Newton, It was also one of thefirst tohave itssite chosen and

| andscaped t o enhance t he surrounding comunity. The school was naned
for Cyrus Peirce, a promnent educator who was instrumental i nHorace
Mann's experimental Normal School for teachers which was |ocatedi n

West Newton from 1844-1853.

In thelate nineteenth century theNewton building inspector
recommended that thecity's twenty-four vernacular wooden schools be
replaced by brick structurestoincrease fire safety. The first three
to be constructed v.'ee thePeirce School i nWst Newton, theHyde School
in Newton Highlands and t he Adans School i nNonantum (now demolished).
Wien built, they were equipped with t henost nodern heating, ventilating
and sanitary facilities available. These three schools immediately
becane _thelar?est and nost important educational facilities i ntheir
respective villages.

The Georgian Revival Peirce School i sthesecond of three schools
to be named for Cyrus Peirce, Newton's nost well known nineteenth cen-
tury educator. The first of these schools was converted toa Police
Station c.1900 then demolished i n1930, and thethird i sa nmodern 1950's
structure nmaking this themajor remaining building associated with
Peirce. Peirce, who began his teaching career i n\West Newton, wast he
Hi gh School principal i nNantucket when Horace Mann, asked hi mt o manage
and teach thefirst state supported normal school 1 ntheUnited States.
Opening with considerable opposition i nLexington i n1839it novedto
Vst Newton i n 1844 where i t remained until 1853 when i t outgrewits
facilities and noved t o Fram ngham Peirce retired at that time and
tauPht at theprogressive Wst Newton English and Cl assical School, es-
tablished by Nathaniel Topliff Allen (house--National Register), until
his death i n 1860.
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Advisory
Council On
Historic

Pr eservation

1522 K Street, NW
Washington. DC 20005

July 23, 1980

M. Edward Machado

Environmental Officer

Depart ment of Housing and f\A ' cL<MN SANAZ)
Ur ban Devel opnent

Bulfinch Building

15 New Chardon Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02114

Dear M. Machado: Y e

O July 1, 1980, t he Council received your determ nation that rehabilitation
of thePeirce School. Newton, Massachusetts, would not adversely effect that
property that i sincluded i ntheNational Register of Historic Places. | n
accordance with Section 800.6(a) of t heCouncil's regulations (36 R Part
800), theExecutive Director does not object toyour determ nation.

As you know, conpliance with t heCouncil's regulations i sa separate process
from obtaining certified rehabilitation status from the Secretary of the
Interior for purposes of the TaxReformAct of 1976. CQur concurrencet o
your determ nation of no adverse affect does not constitute or inmply approval
of theproject by theSecretary of thelnterior for taxcertification
purposes. |t i sour understanding that theproject i spresently under
review by Technical Preservation Services andt hedeveloper will continuet o
consult with that officeregardingthis matter.

As provided i nSection 800.9 of theCoincil's regulations, a copy of your
determ nation of no adverse effect, along with supporting documentationand
this concurrence, should beincluded i nany assessnent or statement prepared
for this undertaking i ncompliance with theNational Environmental Policy
Act andshould be kept i nyour records as evidence of your conpliance with
Section 106 of t heNational Historic Preservation Act andt he Council's

regul ations (36 GRPart 800).

Thank you for your cooperation.

SiKierely, -

Jordan E Tannenbaum
Chi ef, Eastern Divisionof
Project Review
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