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The Old Peirce School is situated on the north side of a moderately 
sloped h i l l named West Newton H i l l i n West Newton at the corner of Chest­
nut and Austin Streets. The s i t e has several mature specimen trees i n ­
cluding Sugar Maple, Elm, Ash, Catalpa, Horse Chestnut and Norway Maple. 
Lawns and walks sloping away from the building cover the north side of 
the property. The south side of the property contains an existing park­
ing area separated from the building by a fieldstone retaining wall and 
adjacent paved area. 

The school, which faces north, i s a two-storey Georgian Revival 
structure of rectangular plan with projecting end pavilions. I t i s 
faced with waterstruck red brick with red mortar j o i n t s and has a low-
hipped roof covered with blue-gray slate. I t i s set on a high basement 
with granite faced foundations from grade level to the s i l l l i n e of the 
basement windows. Granite is also used for the steps which approach the 
three entrances on the north, east and west elevations. Brownstone is 
used to form a watertable at the head of the basement windows, as a belt 
course at the second f l o o r s i l l l i n e , as s i l l s for the f i r s t f l o o r win­
dows, as an arched egframement for the north entry, and as a second storey 
balcony on the north elevation. The basement and f i r s t f l o o r windows are 

2̂> trabeated and contain 0^ double hung sash. Those of the f i r s t f l o o r have 
^ b r i c k l i n t e l s . The'^ltrirtl f l o o r windows are round arched, containing 6/6 

sash and fixed fan l i g h t s . I n t e r i o r chimneys with panelled arches pierce 
the hipped roof which has a s l i g h t overhang supported by exposed r a f t e r 
ends. 

The north elevation, which contains the major entry, i s symmetrically 
composed i n three parts: a seven bay central section flanked by project­
ing three bay end pavilions. The main section has an arched center en­
trance with a fixed semi-circular transom over panelled oak doors painted 
green. A balustraded balcony with the words "PEIRCE SCHOOL" carved i n i t s 
l i n t e l is located above the door. These central elements are flanked by 
three windows on each side. The roof is pierced by a broad shingled dormer 
which echoes the three-part composition of t h i s elevation. Paired windows 
flank a central pedimented section which contains a pair of windows with 
an elaborate stained glass fan l i g h t . The south elevation i s almost iden­
t i c a l to the north but lacks the major entrance and balcony; the central 
section is instead eleven bays i n width with narrow 4/4 windows occupying 
the central bay at the f i r s t and second storey l e v e l . The east and west 
elevations are i d e n t i c a l , consisting of a porch projecting from three bay 
end sections. The porches contain round arched entries with elongated round 
arched l i g h t s above them. * »«vi'*:'̂" ... .. ^ -
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landscaped t 
for Cyrus Pe 
Mann's exper 
West Newton 

rce School possesses i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g , design, location, 
d workmanship and is s i g n i f i c a n t for the formative educa-
i t has played i n the v i l l a g e of West Newton. Designed by 
Stickney and Austin i n 1894-95, i t was one of the f i r s t 
architect designed schools i n the c i t y and the f i r s t i n 

I t was also one of the f i r s t to have i t s s i t e chosen and 
o enhance the surrounding community. The school was named 
i r c e , a prominent educator who was instrumental i n Horace 
imental Normal School for teachers which was located i n 
from 1844-1853. 

In the late nineteenth century the Newton building inspector ' ' 
recommended that the ci t y ' s twenty-four vernacular wooden schools be 
replaced by brick structures to increase f i r e safety. The f i r s t three 
to be constructed v.'ere the Peirce School i n West Newton, the Hyde School 
in Newton Highlands and the Adams School i n Nonantum (now demolished). 
When b u i l t , they were equipped with the most modern heating, v e n t i l a t i n g 
and sanitary f a c i l i t i e s available. These three schools immediately 
became the largest and most important educational f a c i l i t i e s i n t h e i r 
respective v i l l a g e s . 

The Georgian Revival Peirce School i s the second of three schools 
to be named for Cyrus Peirce, Newton's most well known nineteenth cen­
tury educator. The f i r s t of these schools was converted to a Police 
Station c.1900 then demolished i n 1930, and the t h i r d i s a modern 1950's 
structure making th i s the major remaining building associated with 
Peirce. Peirce, who began his teaching career i n West Newton, was the 
High School p r i n c i p a l i n Nantucket when Horace Mann, asked him to manage 
and teach the f i r s t state supported normal school i n the United States. 
Opening with considerable opposition i n Lexington i n 1839 i t moved to 
West Newton i n 1844 where i t remained u n t i l 1853 when i t outgrew i t s 
f a c i l i t i e s and moved to Framingham. Peirce r e t i r e d at that time and 
taught at the progressive West Newton English and Classical School, es­
tablished by Nathaniel T o p l i f f Allen (house--National Register), u n t i l 
his death i n 1860. 
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July 23, 1980 . *| 

Mr. Edward Machado ; 
Environmental Officer 
Department of Housing and f\A ,'cL<̂ ^̂  S-̂ -̂̂ Z). 

Urban Development 
Bulfinch Building , , _ 
15 New Chardon Street j 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 

Dear Mr. Machado: ' ' • 

On July 1, 1980, the Council received your determination that r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
of the Peirce School. Newton, Massachusetts, would not adversely e f f e c t that 
property that i s included i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. I n 
accordance with Section 800.6(a) of the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 
800), the Executive Director does not object to your determination. 

As you know, compliance with the Council's regulations i s a separate process 
from obtaining c e r t i f i e d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n status from the Secretary of the ^ 
I n t e r i o r f o r purposes of the Tax Reform Act of 1976. Our concurrence to 
your determination of no adverse a f f e c t does not constitute or imply approval 
of the project by the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r f o r tax c e r t i f i c a t i o n j 
purposes. I t i s our understanding that the project i s presently under • 
review by Technical Preservation Services and the developer w i l l continue to 
consult with that office regarding this matter. -d 

As provided i n Section 800.9 of the Coimcil's regulations, a copy of your 
determination of no adverse e f f e c t , along w i t h supporting documentation and 
th i s concurrence, should be included i n any assessment or statement prepared 
for t h i s undertaking i n compliance w i t h the National Environmental Policy i 
Act and should be kept i n your records as evidence of your compliance with 
Section 106 of the National H i s t o r i c Preservation Act and the Council's j 
regulations (36 CFR Part 800). / | 

Thank you f o r your cooperation. , , : 

SiiKierely, - , i 

Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
Chief, Eastern Division of 

Project Review 


