FORM B - BUILDING Area Form no.

3000 120

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108

Town Springfield

, «~ Address 143-147 State Street-

\.

Historic Name Radding Building [I>S m & A

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5'", black § white) Use: Original Offices
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Photo number

Present Offices/commercial

Ownership:[@] Private individual
Private organization

Public
-------------------- 4 Original owner Edward Radding
SKETCH MAP
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or geographical features.
Indicate north. Source Building Permit
Style Classical Reévival
Architect cCharles R.Greco
Exterior wall fabric Brick
Outbuildings none
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Approx. acreage_  less than 1 acre

Record;ed bY___Margo Webber Setting yrban context: within a row
Organization_anderson Notter Finegold Inc. of 2-5 story commercial buildi is i
Date June, 1981 the tallest building in the block and forms
Assessor's Map #314 . a strong edge to the street.

UTM Ref: 18/699540/4663620 .
Springfield South Quadrangle (ot3Pple additional sheets here)




CRITERIA STATEMENT: The Radding Building possesses integrity of location, design,
materials and workmanship. Constructed in 1915, it represents the southuard expansion
of downtown and its intensive commercial development.

It has housed a succession of important
tenantS, serving as one of the Llargest and most prominent State Street Blocks.
Additionally, it is a good local example of a Classical Revival style office tower,
although not as finely crafted as the Mass. Mutual Life Building (#113). It meets
criteria A & C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

The block is a good example of Classical Revival design and typifies many
_ commerc1a1 blocks constructed dur1ng the 1910-1920 period of Springfield's
- downtown development. . A recent renovation to the storefronts is comparable with
the proportions of the original building design. The tall narrow facade is
six bays wide and eight stories high. It has a two-story base with Classical
pilasters between bays and an entablature above. The third and eighth stories
are also articulated by string courses. The building is crowned by a modillioned
cornice and parapet. All of the same details are continued on the west (Willow
Street) facade, which is 20 bays wide and presents an impressive image when
viewed from State Street.
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This building is typical of early 20th century structures which were built for
speculative offices by local entrepreneurs and real estate developers. The
building replaces an old tenement structure on the site, reflecting the more
intensive commercial development which took place throughout the downtown in
later years.

The building was designed by architect Charles R. Greco of Boston, and
constructed at a cost of $250,000. It included stores, offices, assembly

halls and clubrooms. Edward Radding was a local contractor, real estate
developer and builder. By 1920, the building had been sold to B. Richardson.
¢It remained one of the largest and most prominent State Street blocks throughout
the 1920's expansion which continued on the street.

The building later came to be known as the Mutual Fire Assurance Company Building.
In 1943, this firm took offices inthe building as a prime tenant. This company
was formed in 1827 for the purpose of insuring dwelling houses. Zobina Stebbins
and a small group of incorporators, including Joseph Carew and David Ames

were instrumental in founding the company, which sought to provide a mutual

plan at a low cost to members. The firm in 1849 located in a building at Elm

and Main, moving in 1901 to 1200 Main Street and in 1943 to this location. The
year 1952 was recorded as their laxgest volumg ever.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name Multiple Property Reference Number
County, State Name

Radding Building Downtown 83000762
Hampden County, Massachusetts Springfield MRA

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

____Nomination Form
X __ Photographs

____USGS Map
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