
roRiM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black § white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing p roper ty ' s 
l oca t ion i n r e l a t i o n to nearest 
cross s t ree ts and other bu i ld ings 
or geographical fea tures . 
Indica te no r th . 

r 
Recorded by Marao Webber 

Organization Anderson Notter Finegold Inc. 

Date June, 1981 

Area Form no. 

3000 120 

Town S p r i n g f i e l d 

Address 143-147 State Stgcete-

H i s t o r i c Name Radding Bui ld ing ( A 5 ^ i ^ A \ 

Use: O r i g i n a l Of f ices 

Present Offices/cominercial 

Ownership: tZl Pr ivate i n d i v i d u a l 
Pr ivate organiza t ion 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner Edward Radding 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1915 

Source Bui ld ing Permit 

S ty le Classical Revival _ 

A r c h i t e c t Charles R.Greco 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c Brick 

Outbui ldings none 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates)  

1979 - New s to re f ron t s , windows 

Moved No Date 

Assessor's Map #314 
UTM Ref: 18/699540/4663620 
Springfield South Quadrangle (Staple additional sheets here) 

Approx. acreage j^^g^ thf^n 1 nv.rf^. 

Set t ing TTrban context: w i t h i n a row 

of 2-5 story commercial bu i ld ings . This i s 

the t a l l e s t b u i l d i n g i n the block and forms 

a strong edge to the s t ree t . 



CRITERIA STATEMENT: The Radding B u i l d i n g possesses i n t e g r i t y of Loca t i on , d e s i g n , 
ma te r i a l s and workmanship. Constructed i n 1915, i t represents the southward expansion 
of downtown and i t s i n t e n s i v e commercial development. 

I t has housed a succession of impor tant 
t e n a n t s , s e r v i n g as one of the la rges t and most prominent State S t ree t B locks . 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , i t i s a good l o c a l example of a C l a s s i c a l Rev iva l s t y l e o f f i c e tower , 
a l though not as f i n e l y c r a f t e d as the i^ass. Mutual L i f e B u i l d i n g (#118) . I t meets 
c r i t e r i a A 8 C of the Na t i ona l Reg is ter of H i s t o r i c P laces . 

ARCHITECTUR.AL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The b lock i s a good example" o f C l a s s i c a l Rev iva l design and t y p i f i e s many 
; ^ commercial b locks cons t ruc t ed d u r i n g the 1910-1920 p e r i o d o f S p r i n g f i e l d ' s 

' »;*^?'-' downtown development. A recent r enova t ion t o the s t o r e f r o n t s i s corrparable w i t h 
the p r o p o r t i o n s o f the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g des ign . The t a l l narrow facade i s 
s i x bays wide and e i g h t s t o r i e s h i g h . I t has a t w o - s t o r y base w i t h C l a s s i c a l 
p i l a s t e r s between bays and an e n t a b l a t u r e above. The t h i r d and e i g h t h s t o r i e s 
are a l so a r t i c u l a t e d by s t r i n g courses. The b u i l d i n g i s crowned by a m o d i l l i o n e d 
corn ice and parape t . A l l o f the same d e t a i l s are con t inued on the west (Wil low 
S t r ee t ) facade, which i s 20 bays wide and presents cin impressive image when 
viewed f r o m Sta te S t r e e t . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role ovmers played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the coinmunity) 

This b u i l d i n g i s t y p i c a l o f e a r l y 20 th century s t r u c t u r e s which were b u i l t f o r 
s p e c u l a t i v e o f f i c e s by l o c a l ent repreneurs and r e a l e s ta te developers . The 
b u i l d i n g replaces an o l d tenement s t r u c t u r e on the s i t e , r e f l e c t i n g the more 
i n t e n s i v e commercial development which took p lace th roughout the downtown i n 
l a t e r y e a r s . 

The b u i l d i n g was designed by a r c h i t e c t Charles R. Greco o f Boston, and 
c o n s t r u c t e d a t a cos t o f $250,000. I t i n c l u d e d s t o r e s , o f f i c e s , assembly 
h a l l s and cl i jbrooms. Edward Radding was a l o c a l c o n t r a c t o r , r e a l e s t a t e 
developer and b u i l d e r . By 1920, t h e b u i l d i n g had been s o l d t o B. Richardson. 

* I t remained one o f the l a r g e s t and most prominent S ta te S t r e e t b locks throughout 
the 1920's ejcpansion which con t inued on the s t r e e t . 

The b u i l d i n g l a t e r came t o be known as the Mutual F i r e Assurance Company B u i l d i n g . 
I n 1943, t h i s f i r m took o f f i c e s i n the b u i l d i n g as a prime t enan t . This company 
was formed i n 1827 f o r the purpose o f i n s u r i n g d w e l l i n g houses. Zobina Stebbins 
and a s m a l l group o f i n c o r p o r a t o r s , i n c l u d i n g Joseph Carew and David Ames 
were i n s t r u m e n t a l i n f o u n d i n g the company, which sought t o p rov ide a mutual 
p l a n a t a low cos t t o members. The f i r m i n 1849 l o c a t e d i n a b u i l d i n g a t Elm 
and Main , moving i n 1901 t o 1200 Main S t r e e t and i n 1943 t o t h i s l o c a t i o n . The 
year 1952 was recorded as t h e i r l a r g e s t volume ever . 

BIBLIOGR-^PHY and/or REFERENCES 

B u i l d i n g Permits 
C i t y At lases 
S p r i n g f i e l d S t r e e t D i r e c t o r i e s 
S p r i n g f i e l d Scrapbook, V o l . 33, pp . 172-3. 

20M-2/S0 



NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

JnH*4 StatM 
lattonal Pait tmrhc* 

£YALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Radding Building ^Downtown Springfield MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working No. 

Date Oum- /^ynys'^ - / y ^ ^ 7 > ^ 

Action: 
r«*ubmission 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sampla raquest 

Ap^EPT J—y-
.u^-lfETU R Hu-AAAAiJr 

R E J E C T . 
Fadaral Agancy: 

appeal NR decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

Racom. /Cri tar ia 
Raviawar 
Disclplina 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

•Nomination raturnad for: 
technical corrections cited beiow 

__sub8 tan t i va raasons discussad balow 
1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t l o n 

( « k j i 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c a 

Pmitm4 11 l u l l 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
-epplicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checiced 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
jus t i f i ca t ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

;I0. O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

7 j 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

e> ««Ma ••mi w MMi m 
J (tn* Isca' 

1 3 . O the r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for any Item may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS Fonn 10-MO-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service For NPS UM only 

National Register off Histor ic Places 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form dateentered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page V " ^ ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Spr ingf i e ld M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

.31. Hibernian Block ^ j ^ e r ^ Z A U ^ ^ u - ^ A Z ^ y ^ ^ X ^ ; 

Attest 
BntereJ Tn tEf Jin-cerea m tha 1 ^ 

^ 2 . Mcintosh Bui lding Hational Eeglater ^Keeper y A U A ~ ' - ^ . - . . ^ < y ^ V ^ / / ^ ^ 

Attest 
Sntered In tSa 

^33. Willy's'Overland Block National Eeglster "/Keeper ./AAA^-^-^^/^^^ 

Attest • 
Entered Tn fEe 

^4, Haynes^Hotel Waters national Begtatar. jf^eper Z>ZAAo^--^7^'^cyt^ h^/Aj> 

Attest 

^5. Springfield District SiJ^mtftJ^iisfl^ Reyisl deeper liu^c^ ^ . L ^ A ^ J ATY/T, 

Count ' / ' '. 
Attest 

Enteret \n tEa i ^ . ^ 
"^6. Walker Building National Register ftteeper ^y\AJ^^r'^^---^^y.yL^ v'-A/^^ 

Attest 
Entered Tn ! ^ . ^ . , 

3̂7. United E lec t r i c Company National Register f i t eepe r ,o{Uy^-^i-^---y>*^y<^^^ V ^ ^ i 
Bui lding 

Attest 

^8. Radding Building Na^l^^fl^^ter ^ ^ p e r Aw/y 

v^g. Springfield Fire & Marine ^^^^I^^S^iwst / l ^ e r ^.Lu^^-^^-^-^^f^^^o^ ^WAl^J 

Attest 

Insurance Company 
Attest 

A 
40. Guenther & Handel's Block^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ Keeper Zk-^i--zZKi^t.i^A7 

Attest 



A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

fHm4 S t a t M 
idonal Parti Serhct 

EYALilATlON / RETURN S H E 

Radding Building (Downtown Springfield MRA) 

Hampden County 

MASSACHUSETTS 
/ / / 

Fad. Rag. Data- ^ 7; ^ 
Working No. 

D a t a Oua: v y / / ^ > . 

Act ion: - k T A C C E P T ^ ^ ) / ^ ^ 
raaubmission 
nomination by parson or iocai govarnmant 
ownar objact ion 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sampla raquast 

Entered m the RETURN. 
National Register" " ^ J ^ C ' ^ -

Fadaral Agancy: 

appaal NR decision 

Raviawar's commants : 

Racom. /Cr i ter ia 
Raviawar 
Diacipiina 
Data 

aaa continuation sheet 

• Nomination raturnad for; . technical corrections cited below 
.substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 
d 11 ' 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragrapti 
compie teness 
e la r i t y 
•appl icable c r i t a r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checiced 
relat ing signif icance to 

tha resource 
contaxt 
ra lat ionship of i r i t eg r i t y 

to signif icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
othar 

9a Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

IP •n'n 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 35-



Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name 
County, State 
Radding Building 
Hampden County, Massachusetts 

Multiple Property Reference Number 
Name 
Downtown 83000762 
Springfield MRA 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs 

USGSMap 



t 

X 

r 
o 

S T A T E 

9 ^ 

f 1 
o 
1 

3 6 3 5 5<f It. 

S T O C K B R I D G E S r 

\ 

(9 

1 

N 
J 

1^ 

--1 
. J 

• 

\ 
i-

1 
1 


