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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

J C E X C E L L E N T —DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located one block from the main intersection of Elm and Main Streets, 
the Millbury Post Office i s one of the town's more prominent land­
marks. I t i s a community gathering place contiguous to the business 
and commercial area i n a setting of municipal buildings and three 
early homesteads of h i s t o r i c i n t e r e s t . 

The Millbury Post Office, generally square i n plan, some 65 feet long 
by 55 feet i n depth, plus platform area, contains 4,000 square feet of 
f l o o r space. The f u l l basement meets the needs of the Post Office for 
storage and service spaces. The construction i s of concrete foundations 
on spread footings, reinforced concrete f l o o r slabs, s o l i d masonry 
bearing walls of uniform thickness supporting a steel framed f l a t roof, 
with wood r a f t e r s framing the low pitched hip entrance roof that 
emphasizes the central core theme. 

While the f l o o r plan i s t y p i c a l of other post offices i n surrounding 
locales, the a r t i c u l a t i o n of the entrance motif with i t s prime roof 
v a r i a t i o n s , coupled with the splendid use of deep, elongated piers, 
boldly presents a dramatic entrance portico. Unusual i n i t s approach, 
i t e f f e c t i v e l y changes the concept of the standard presentation to a 
s i m p l i s t i c , vigorous statement, substantiated by the deep interplay 
of heavy shadow li n e s . 

The Millbury Post Office alludes to the Moderne design i n i t s s t y l e 
presentation, popularized some years e a r l i e r with i t s f l a t surfaces, 
severe d e t a i l i n g and sharply defined geometric shapes. The unusual 
base treatment i s composed e n t i r e l y of v e r t i c a l l y stacked brick headers, 
supporting a continuous brick watertable. The remaining brick facades 
were l a i d i n a common bond, capped with a plain narrow cornice of 
cri s p , clear d e t a i l , complementing the design intent and corresponding 
bu i l d i n g elements. 

Broad granite steps lead up to the entrance portico, extended from 
the f r o n t facade with wide bric k piers on each end, flanking the two, 
narrower deep limestone piers that divide the entrance into three 
high, monumental bays. This design solution presents the appearance 
of an extended central core to the r e l a t i v e l y f l a t facade. The outer 
bays of the entrance portico surround monumental diamond l i t e 
windows, resting on unusually detailed wood panels. The center 
entrance bay i s comprised of the f a m i l i a r , diamond l i t e transom over 
the o r i g i n a l , two l i t e , metal covered doors. The blind panels i n 
the doors r e f l e c t the diamond theme of the windows. The entrance 
doors are surmounted by a gold winged eagle, centered i n the 
transom and lighted by the o r i g i n a l pendant type, copper lantern, 
further dramatizing the entrance bay. 
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On either side of the entrance bays, large double hung windows are 
centered i n an unadorned brick end bay, enhanced only with the recessed 
brick panel treatment of header coursing which contains the windows, 
uniting these areas with that of the building base. Four s i m i l a r l y 
recessed windows are placed symmetrically on each of the building's 
side facades. The recessed panels on the side facades tend to create 
visual pilasters of the remaining brick wall space, depicting the 
configuration on the front entrance i n a more subtle, design statement. 

Shallow hipped roofs cap and surround the three, minor facades of the 
building and return into the plain limestone frieze on the extended 
entrance core, the only embellishment above the brick facade. The 
protruding, central roof portion of the front facade compliments the 
apparent central core with a hip roof defining the entrance. This roof 
i s surmounted by a copper cupola, glazed with the same diamond 
configuration found at the entrance windows. The cupola added the 
necessary visual f i n i a l to amplify and emphasize the central core 
entrance. 

The o r i g i n a l wood muntined, glass vestibule serves the 'L' shaped 
lobby, with the Postmaster's o f f i c e on the r i g h t side, facing across 
the green terrazzo f l o o r to the lock box lobby on the l e f t . Brass 
dividers i n the terrazzo f l o o r terminate at black perimeter s t r i p s , 
shouldered by a similar, black marble base. The white, green veined 
marble wainscotting i s captured by well maintained plywood paneling. 

Over the Postmaster's door, a f u l l wall mural depicting armored 
English troops, on horseback, f i g h t i n g the Indian natives during the 
King P h i l i p War i n 1676, was painted by Joe Lasker i n 1941. P h i l i p , 
or Metacomet, decimated many white settlements i n th i s general area 
as r e t r i b u t i o n for the death of his brother Wamsutta, and the taking 
of Indian lands by the new s e t t l e r s . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Millbury Post Office was constructed i n 1940. Although less that 
f i f t y years old, i t possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, se t t i n g , 
materials and workmanship, as well as si g n i f i c a n t associations with 
the Federal Works Administration and i t s related Section of Fine Arts, 
producing employment for the construction trades and fin e a r t i s t s 
during the depression era. Additionally, i t exemplifies the high 
standard set by the Federal Architects i n producing d i s t i n c t i v e , 
progressive d e t a i l i n g on standardized plans, retaining the power and 
dignity of the Federal Presence at the community l e v e l , while 
maintaining the design harmony of the neighborhood. The building 
therefore meets the National Register C r i t e r i a A and C. 

Millbury was o r i g i n a l l y settled i n 1704, as part of the Grant of Sutton, 
the s i x t h town on Worcester County. Incorporated as the Town of Sutton 
on June 21, 1715, the community expanded slowly as an a g r i c u l t u r a l area 
on the f e r t i l e lands bordering the Blackstone and Singletary Rivers. 
Millbury, the north or Second Parish of Sutton, became a separate 
town i n 1813. 

Millbury had three stages on i n d u s t r i a l development. From the time of 
the Revolition u n t i l the War of 1812, small independant m i l l s began 
operation on the banks of the two r i v e r s , manufacturing powder and 
paper, followed shortly by the f i r s t looms i n the area, and the lathe 
m i l l s , of which Asa H. Waters' was the most famous. I t was at the end 
of t h i s stage of development that Millbury, economically on a d i f f e r e n t 
scale and requiring separate needs, opted for charter. 

From t h i s date, u n t i l the end of the C i v i l War i n 1865, water privileges 
were leased by the town to developers and m i l l owners on the riv e r s and, 
with the opening of the Blackstone Canal i n 1828, the new m i l l s could 
ship t h e i r goods to Providence and Worcester with comparative ease. 
During t h i s era, Asa H. Waters obtained the water r i g h t s on the 
Blackstone River, patented his r i f l e turning lathe, and revolutionized 
gunsmithing. 
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By the end of the 1860's, private ownership of the water r i g h t s , 
coupled with several substantial reservoirs, had settled and disputed 
water r i g h t claims, and the town continued i t s economic growth and 
expanding population. The demise of the Blackstone Canal, i n 1848, saw 
the introduction of the Providence and Worcester Railroad, and the 
transportation of both import and export goods continued to grow 
without interruption. 

The manufacture of cotton t e x t i l e s was the keystone to Millbury's 
dynamic economy, which continued to grow, peaking at the time of World 
War I and slowly declining during the t e x t i l e recession of the mid-
1920' s. The Crash of 1929 and the subsequent decade of depression 
that blanketed the country, ending only with the material demands of 
World War I I , was disasterous for Millbury. Diversified industry, which 
began i n f i l t r a t i n g the area i n the early 1900's, aided the economy 
somewhat, but one-fourth of the town's m i l l s closed and twenty-five 
percent of the work force was unemployed. 

In 1933, under the new Roosevelt Administration, James L. Ivory, a 
prominent, local Democrat, was appointed as the new Postmaster of 
Millbury, replacing Henry Maxwell, who had been appointed to the 
position by President Harding. Postmaster Ivory immediately sought 
the construction of a new permanent Post Office f o r the town. 
Besides the actual need for larger quarters, the building would 
demonstrate governmental e f f o r t s to reduce unemployment and provide 
the town with a symbol of Federal power and s t a b i l i t y during troubled 
times. The f i r s t Post Office had o f f i c i a l l y opened i n Millbury i n 
1817, with Asa H. Waters, the town's most prominent c i t i z e n appointed 
Postmaster. Mr. Waters obtained space i n a storefront on South Main 
Street, near the corner of Elm Street. The o f f i c e remained i n that 
location for many years before moving to the Savings Bank Building on 
Elm Street, at the turn of the century. 

Mr. Ivory's continued e f f o r t s persisted u n t i l 1939, when a s i t e was 
f i n a l l y selected, adjacent to the Waters Mansion, on the western edge 
of the commercial d i s t r i c t on Elm Street.. Construction began i n 1939 
for the Post Office, the f i r s t non-residential project since the 
construction of the Colonial Revival high school i n 1920. Cutler 
Construction Company of Boston was awarded the post o f f i c e project and 
hired carpenters and laborers from the loc a l area, providing short-
term r e l i e f for the lolpal economy i n terms of the labor force and the 
infusion of ca p i t a l for local merchants. 
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Designed under Supervising Architect Louis A. Simon, the "Father of 
Starved Classicism", and Neal Mellick, Supervising Engineer for The 
Federal Works Administration, t h i s Moderne structure, with l i g h t A r t -
Deco d e t a i l i n g , contrasted with the Federal homesteads and gothic-
romanesque, commercial surrounds, without alienating or offending the 
ear l i e r styles. This design style emphasized the progressive programs 
of the New Deal Era, yet harmonized with the characted of the neighborhood 
with i t s warm brick veneer and low hipped roof. 

Joe Lasker's mural i n the lobby, depicting a skirmish between English 
soldiers and native Indians i n King Philip's War, followed the dictum 
of the Section of Fine Arts, requiring that the ar t work i n Federal 
governmental buildings represent the area or history thereof. Painted 
on canvas i n Lasker's studio and laminated to the plaster w a l l , the 
work i s a splendid presentation of the o r i g i n a l W.P.A.P. e f f o r t to 
employ a r t i s t s and introduce "good" a r t to the public. 

Under the guiding hand of Postmaster Ivory, who died i n o f f i c e i n 
October, 1943, Millbury became a f i r s t - c l a s s Post Office and continues 
to serve the community of Sutton as well as Millbury. A keystone on 
Elm Street, t h i s bold, crisp and inventive property, unaltered from 
i t s o r i g i n a l state, i s unusually s i g n i f i c a n t i n design and important 
for i t s contributing role i n Millbury's environment. 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Facilities Service Office 

P.O. Box 324 
Lexington, MA 02173-0324 

J u l y 29, 1986 

The Honorable Wynton B. Adams 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of Millbury 
Town Hall 
127 Elm Street 
Millbury, MA 01527 

1 p:; r n 

* 2̂  rn 

— I C J 3 X ' 
O — c 3' 
^ r ~ - ^ • ̂ 
o 
PO —4 

c_0 

M • 
rr: 

Dear Chairman Adams: 

The U.S. Postal service i n conjorrction with the MassachuseLtc State E i s t o t i q -'Mmr'&miHisg, 
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the Main Pos# Office i n Millbury 
and has determined i t is s i g n i f i c a n t from an h i s t o r i c c l ^zI'ewpoint. 

Jn view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Postal Service intends to nominate 
this - b u i l d i n g to the National Register of Historic Places. He would, pr i o r to 
ou'' taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concuirf^ncf;. 

I f ycu co.oo'j* vrLth our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy o.̂  t'.is 
l e t t e r in the enclosed envelope. 

Sincer ely. 

Gret̂ ê 'ri" Gil?eland , 
General Manager -

Concu 

Enclosure 

r: ^}^LJ^(B. 

-f-^ • 

•^^fm^i^p^-s^'- '-^g;:. ..z~ R E C E I V E D 

JUL" 19S6 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MILLBURY, MASS. 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Facilities Department 

V* • 475 L Enfant Plaza. SW 
Washington. DC 20260-6400 

M November 7, 1986 

>' - • i- ^̂-u 

Ms. Carol D. Shull ' 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the post 
o f f i c e located at 119 Elm Street, Worcester County, Millbury, 
Massachusetts. 

I f you have any questions concerning t h i s nomination, please 
contact me at (202) 268-3107. 

Sincerely, 

S. s^enson 
ealty Acquisition Specialist, Principal 

Realty Acquisition Division 
Office of Real Estate 

Attachment 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

FACILITIES SERVICE CENTER 
REAL ESTATE DIVISION 

WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330 

September 1, 1987 

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places i., 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, DC 20240-1002 ' • 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The Postal Service is pleased to submit nominations for the 
following Post Office facilities: 

1. 119 Elm St., Worcester County, Millbury, MA 
2. 217 Commerical St., Branstable County, Provincetown, MA 
3. 37 Taunton Green, Bristol County, Taunton, MA 
4. 2 Abbott St., Middlesex County, Woburn, MA 

•-'i 5. 58 Church St», Worcester County, Whitinsville, MA 
6. 321 Main St., Middlesex County, Wakefield, MA 
7. 48 Waterford Rd., Middlesex County, Winchester, MA 
8. 75 Park St., Bristol County, Attleboro, MA 
9. 90 Center St., Plymouth County, Middleborough, MA • 

Some of these nominations were submitted previously and returned in 
order that f u l l quadrangle maps could be included. This has been 
done in all cases. 

Should there be any questions concerning these nominations, please 
do not hesitate to call me on 203-285-7181. 

Sincerely, 

William S. ^oncrief 
Real Estate Specialist, Principal 

Enclosures 

cc: John Sorenson 
Realty Acquisition Specialist, Principal 
Washington, DC 

SEP A 1987 


