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Located one block fromthe main intersection of EEmand Main Streets,
the MilIlbury Post Office i sone of thetown's nore promnent |and-
marks. |t i sa community gathering place contiguous tothe business
and commercial area i na setting of municipal buildings and three
early homesteads of historic interest.

The Millbury Post Office, generally square i nplan, sone 65 feet |ong
by 55 feet i ndepth, plus platform area, contains 4,000 square feet of
floor space. The full basenent neets t heneeds of thePost Office for
storage and service spaces. The construction i s of concrete foundations
on spread footings, reinforced concrete floor slabs, solid masonry
bearing walls of uniformthickness supporting a steel framed flat roof,
with wood rafters framng t hel owpitched hip entrance roof that

enphasi zes t hecentral core thene.

While thefloor plan i stypical of other post offices i nsurrounding
locales, thearticulation of theentrance motif with its prime roof
variations, coupled with thesplendid use of deep, elongated piers,
bol dly presents a dramatic entrance portico. Unusual i nits approach,
it effectively changes t heconcept of thestandard presentationtoa
simplistic, vigorous statement, substantiatedby thedeep interplay
of heavy shadow |ines.

The Millbury Post Office alludes tothe Mderne design i nitsstyle
presentation, popularized sone years earlier with its flat surfaces,
severe detailing and sharply defined geometric shapes. The unusual
base treatment i sconposed entirely of vertically stacked brick headers,
supporting a continuous brick watertable. The remaining brick facades
were laid i na common bond, capped with a plain narrow corniceof

crisp, clear detail, conplementing thedesign intent and corresponding
building elements.

Broad granite steps lead up totheentrance portico, extended from

the front facade with wide brick piers on each end, flanking the two,
narrower deep limestone piers that divide theentrance into three

hi gh, monumental bays. This design solution presents t heappearance

of an extended central core totherelatively flat facade. The outer

bays of theentrance portico surround monunental dianond lite
wi ndows, resting on unusually detailed wood panels. The center
entrance bay i sconprised of thefamliar, diamond lite transom over

the original, twolite, metal covered doors. The blind panelsi n
the doors reflect thedianond thene of the windows. The entrance
doors aresurmounted by a gold winged eagle, centered i n the
transom and |ighted by theoriginal pendant type, copper lantern,
further dramatizing t heentrance bay.
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h either side of theentrance bays, |arge double hung w ndows ar e
centered i nan unadorned brick end bay, enhanced only with therecessed
brick panel treatment of header coursing which contains the wi ndows,
uniting these areas with that of thebuilding base. Four similarly
recessed wi ndows areplaced symmetricallyon each of thebuilding's
side facades. The recessed panels on theside facades tend tocreate
visual pilasters of theremaining brick wall space, depictingthe
configuration on thefront entrance i na nore subtle, design statement.

Shal | ow hi pped roofs cap and surround thethree, mnor facades of the
building and return into theplain limestone frieze on t he extended
entrance core, theonly enbellishment above thebrick facade. The
protruding, central roof portion of thefront facade conplinents the
apparent central core with a hi proof defining theentrance. This roof
is surmounted by a copper cupola, glazed with the sane di anmond
configuration found at theentrance wi ndows. The cupola addedt he
necessary visual finial toamplify and enphasize thecentral core
entrance.

The original wood nmuntined, glass vestibule serves the'L' shaped
| obby, with thePostmaster's office on theright side, facing across
the green terrazzo floor tothelock box |obby on theleft. Brass
dividers i ntheterrazzo floor termnate at black perimeter strips,
shoul dered by a similar, black marble base. The white, green veined
marbl e wainscotting i scaptured by well maintained plywood paneling.

Over t hePostmaster's door, a full wall nural depicting arnored
English troops, on horseback, fighting thelndian natives duringthe
King Philip War i n1676, was painted by Joe Lasker i n1941. Philip,
or Metaconet, decinmated many white settlementsi nthis general area
as retribution for thedeath of his brother Wansutta, and t he taking
of Indian lands by t henew settlers.
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The Millbury Post Office was constructed i n1940. Although |ess that
fifty years old, i t possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
mat eri al s and wor kmanshi p, as well as significant associations with
the Federal Works Adm nistration and i t srelated Section of Fine Arts,
producing enployment for theconstructiontrades and fine artists
during thedepression era. Additionally, i texemplifies thehigh
standard set by t heFederal Architects in producing distinctive,
progressive detailing on standardized plans, retaining thepower and
dignity of theFederal Presence at theconmunity level, while

mai ntaining thedesign harmony of t heneighborhood.  The building
therefore neets theNational Register Criteria Aand C

Millbury was originally settled i n1704, as part of theGant of Sutton,
the sixth town on Wrcester County. Incorporated as t he Town of Sutton
on June 21, 1715, t hecommunity expanded slowly as an agricultural area
on thefertile lands bordering t heBlackstone and Singletary Rivers.
Millbury, thenorth or Second Parish of Sutton, became a separate

town i n 1813.

Millbury had three stages on industrial development. Fromthetime of
the Revolition until theVar of 1812, small independant mills began
operation on t hebanks of thetworivers, manufacturing powder and
paper, followed shortly by thefirst looms i nthearea, and t helathe
mlls, of which Asa H Waters' was the nost fanous. | t was at the end
of this stage of devel opment that Millbury, economcally on a different
scale and requiring separate needs, opted for charter.

Fromthis date, until theend of theCivil Vér i n1865 water privileges
were |eased by thetown t odevelopers andmill owners on therivers and,
with theopening of theBlackstone Canal i n1828, thenewmills could
ship their goods t oProvidence and Wrcester with conparative ease.
During this era, Asa H Waters obtained the water rights onthe

Bl ackstone River, patented his rifle turning lathe, and revolutionized
gunsm t hing.
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By theend of the1860's, private ownership of thewater rights,
coupled with several substantial reservoirs, had settled and disputed
water right claims, and thetown continued itseconomc growth and
expandi ng population. The dem se of t heBlackstone Canal, i n1848, saw
the introduction of theProvidence and Wrcester Railroad, and the
transportation of both inmport and export goods continued t o grow

wi thout interruption.

The manufacture of cotton textiles was thekeystone toMllbury's
dynam ¢ econony, which continued togrow, peaking at thetime of Wrld
Vr | and slowly declining during thetextile recession of the m d-
1920' s. The Crash of 1929 and t he subsequent decade of depression

that blanketed thecountry, ending only with the material denands of
World Vér ||, was disasterous for Millbury. Diversifiedindustry, which
began infiltrating thearea i ntheearly 1900's, aided t he econony
sonewhat, but one-fourth of thetown's mills closed and twenty-five
percent of the work force was unenpl oyed.

In 1933, under t henew Roosevelt Administration, Janes L. lvory, a
prom nent, local Denocrat, was appointed as t henew Postnmaster of
Millbury, replacing Henry Maxwel |, who had been appointed to the
position by President Harding. Postmaster lvory immediately sought
the construction of a new permanent Post Office for thetown.

Besides t heactual need for larger quarters, thebuilding would
demonstrate governmental efforts toreduce unenpl oynent and provide
the town with a synbol of Federal power and stability during troubled
times. The first Post Office had officially opened in M Ilburyin
1817, with Asa H Waters, thetown's nost prominent citizen appointed
Postmaster. M. Waters obtained space i na storefront on South Min
Street, near thecorner of EEmStreet. The office remained i nthat
location for many years before noving tothe Savings Bank Buil ding on
Elm Street, at theturn of the century.

M. lvory's continued efforts persisted until 1939, when a site was
finally selected, adjacent tothe Waters Mansion, on t he western edge
of thecommercial district on EEmStreet.. Construction began i n 1939
for thePost Office, thefirst non-residential project sincethe
construction of theColonial Revival high school i n1920. Cutler
Construction GConpany of Boston was awarded t hepost office project and
hired carpenters and |aborers fromthelocal area, providing short-
termrelief for thelolpal econony i nterms of thelabor force andt he
infusion of capital for local nmerchants.
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Desi gned under Supervising Architect Louis A Simon, the"Father of
Starved Classicism', and Neal Mellick, Supervising Engineer for The
Federal Works Administration, this Mbderne structure, with light Art-
Deco detailing, contrasted with theFederal honesteads and gothic-
romanesque, comercial surrounds, without alienating or offending the
earlier styles. This design style enphasized theprogressive prograns

of theNew Deal Era, yet harnmonized with thecharacted of the neighborhood
with its warmbrick veneer and | owhipped roof.

Joe Lasker's nural i nthelobby, depicting a skirm sh between English
soldiers and native Indians i nKing Philip's War, followed t hedictum
of theSection of Fine Arts, requiring that theart work i n Federal
governmental buildings represent thearea or history thereof. Painted
on canvas i nlasker's studio and |lamnated totheplaster wall, the
work i sa splendid presentationof theoriginal WP.AP. effort to
enploy artists and introduce "good" art tothepublic.

Under t heguiding hand of Postmaster Ivory, who died i nofficei n

Oct ober, 1943, Millbury became a first-class Post Office and continues
to serve thecommunity of Sutton as well as Millbury. A keystone on
Elm Street, this bold, crisp and inventive property, unaltered from
its original state, i sunusually significant i ndesign and important
for itscontributing role inMllbury's environment.
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Service Office
P.O. Box 324
Lexington, MA  02173-0324

July 29, 1986

-l CJ3X'

Me
The Honorable Wnton B Adans :
Chai rman, Board of Selectmen, Town of M llbury
Town Hal |
127 B m Street

Millbury, M 01527

30O

Dear Chairman Adans:

The US Postal service i nconjorrction with the MassachuselLtc State Eistotiq -Mm&mHigy
Preservation Officer i nBoston has evaluated the Miin Pos#Office i nMIlbury

and has determined i tissignificant from an historiccl "zI'ewpoint.

Jn view of the above evaluation, theUS Postal Service intends t o nom nate
this-building totheNational Register of Historic Places. H would, priorto

ou' taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concuirf”ncf;.

[f ycu coooj* vrLth our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy a™ t'.is
letter i nthe enclosed envel ope.

Sincer ely.

Get"eMri" Gil ?el and,
CGeneral Manager -

Concu . A}ALJA(B.

Enclosure

MMM gL Lz RE C EIVED

JU" 196
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MILLBURY, MASS.
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Department
V* e 475 L Enfant Plaza. SW
Washington. DC  20260-6400 S - e - My

M Novenber 7, 1986

Ms. Carol D Shull '
Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, DC  20240- 1002

Dear Ms. Shul |:

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomnation forthe FOSt
office located at 119 El mStreet, Worcester County, M llbury,
Massachusetts.

|f you have any questions concerning this nom nation, please
contact ne at (202) 268-3107.

Sincerely,

S s”enson
ealty Acquisition Specialist, Principa
Real ty Acquisition Division
Office of Real Estate

Att achnment



UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
FACILITIES SERVICE CENT

REAL ESTATE DIVISION
WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 0600

Septenber 1, 1987

M. Carol D Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic P aces i,
National Park Service

Departnent of Interior

Vshington, OC 20240-1002 '«

Dear Ms. Shul | :

The Postal Serviceis pleased t osubmt nomnations for the
followng Post Office facilities:

119 HmSt., Wrcester County, MIlbury, M

217 Gommerical  St., Branstabl e Gounty, Provincetown, M
37 Taunton Qeen, Bristol Gounty, Taunton, M

2 Abbott St., Mddlesex Gounty, Véburn, M

58 Church S», Wrcester Gounty, Vhitinsville, M

321 Min St., Mddl esex Gounty, \Nkefield, M

48 Waterford RI., Mddl esex County, Wnchester, M

75 Park St., Bristol County, Attleboro, M

90 Center St., Pymouth County, M ddl eborough, M\

[ ]
©oOoONOUITRWNE

Sone of these nom nations were submtted previously andreturned i n
order that full quadrangle naps could be included. This has been
done inall cases.

Shoul d there be any questions concer ni ng t hese nom nations, pl ease
do not hesitate tocall ne on 203-285-7181.

Sincerely,

Wlliam S "oncrief
Real Estate Specialist, Principal

Encl osur es
cc:  John Sorenson

Real ty Acquisition Specialist, Principal
Vishi ngton, [C

A 15



