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Although this home, built ca. }7#66-1725 has been restored, al-
terations have been moderate and do not affect the original ap-
pearance; indeed, the work was aimed at restoring the original
floor plan. The restoration work was done under the plans and
supervision of Louis H. Goettelman, AIA, FIAL, Architect. The
home was occupi€d by two families, living separately, in two
distinct, but like, halves of the house, for over 200 years.

In the basement, excavation was done to afford extra space for
hot air heaters. The winder stair was replaced. On the first
floor, the open floor plan was divided according to the original
plan and the front chimney rebuilt and winding stair to 2nd
floor, which had been removed by previous occupants, restored to
conform to the existing stair from 2nd to 3rd (attic) floors.
The restored first-to-second-floor stair is located between the
front chimney and one of two original 1st floor closets. The
front chimneys were rebuilt at the first and second floors; they
had been removed except for the parts above the roof. The rear
fireplaces were not opened but the space used for heat ducts.

The shed-1like kitchen additions built on each side of the origina
house, were restored and all new kitchen equipment installed.

On the 2nd floor, a bath was inserted between an added interior
wall and an original wall of a rear bedroom. No changes were
made to the attic except for insulation and carpentry repairs.
Closets were added in - an upstairs room on each side of the house;
plain mantels placed over the fireplace (one made to match an
existing shelf): new hardware to match original. were some other
alterations.

On the exterior, only repairs were made: the porch roof and
kitchen-shed roof were replaced. Existing front shutters were
used as models for new ones where needed. Much of the original
glasswork remained. The ''bull pine'" floors are original in the
3rd floor. The door to the cellar is original. The windows vary
from 6/6 upstairs to 6/9 inside windows and 8/12 downstairs

Ca. 100 years ago, exterior stucco was added over the briginai
clapboard siding which is now covered except for that portion
still visible on the interior wall of the kitchen-shed.
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“Herald and Gloucester Farmer on October 7, 1821. The paper

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Richard Chew owned over 700 acres in 0ld Gloucester County
(of Which Camden County was part until 1844). He later divided
this land between his sons. The property on which the Chew -
Powell House stands, was deeded to his son, Thomas during
Richard Sr.'s lifetime. This transaction took place in 1722-3.
Thomas married Mary Wood Powell who had a son, Richard Jr., by
a previous marriage. Thomas Chew sold his property in 1752 but
this stepson, Richard, purchased the house back from the new

Richard Powell, Jr. and his wife, Charity, are credited
with having 21 children, 20 boys and 1 girl. 17 sons are
believed to have served on the American side during the
Revolutionary War. There is a documentation on 16 of these sons
service. Some served in the Gloucester County troops; some in
Pennsylvania .Companies. At least one son died on the infamous
British prison ship, "Jersey'.

Young Richard (1749-1818) served as a private in Captain
John Stokes' Company as did his brothers William and Jacob.
Richard, nicknamed '"Hawkeye', assisted Lt. Benjamin Bates in
the capture of 2 British spies at Egg Harbor at the end of the
War. He inherited the family farm and house at Good Intent.
Jeremiah (7-1818) served with the Pennsylvanians as well as
Isaiah, Aaron, Joseph, David, Moses and Philip. 1Isaac was an
Ostler in the Gloucester Quartermaster Dept.; Thomas was a fifer
in Captain McMires' Company, First Battalion and later Fife
Major. John served as a private in the Third Gloucester
Battallion. Abraham was with Captain David Lenox's Company in
Pennsylvania. Jonathan, born in 1772, was toe young to serve.
Another son, Arthur, served and may have died on the "Jersey"
as well.

The house remained in the Powell Family until the twentieth
century. ‘

The family and their homestead are significant to the local
tradition of the Revolutionary War. The legend of this family
Was already apparent in a newspaper item mentioned in the

challenged other aréas to discover a family more active than

(see cont. sheet no. 1)
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8. Significance cont'd.

the Powells in Revolutionary War effort. Frank Stewart, a local
historian, writfing in 1937 in Notes on 0l1d Gloucester County
claims to have seen the gravestone of Charity Powell which pur-
portedly states:

"Some have childred, Some have none,
Here lies the Mother of 21."

The family provided much aid in the Revolutionary War and
at least 16 members did serve in the war effort. There is how-
ever, further importance beyond this documented historical fact
which gives the House significance. The growth of local tradition
concerning the family adds to the significance of the site in
terms of the local community's history.
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