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Fonn 10-300 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

Powhatan Courthouse 

as shown on annexed 

Arkansas 

CATEGORY 

(Check O ne) 

0 District :(Qj( Building ~Public 

0 Site O Structure 0 Private 

0 Object 0 Both 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

Government 

Industr ial 

Military 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Lawrence Coun Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

Commission 

300 w t Markham Street 
CITY OR TOWN : 

L i Hle Rock 

STATE: 

Arkansas 
COUNTY : 

0 Preservation w 

in progress 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes : 

0 Restricted 

[2'l Unrestricted 

0 No 

() 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 0 Good ~ Fair 

(Check One) 

~ Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYS.ICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved liJ Origir.al Site 

The site of the courthouse 1s a commanding one overlooking the 
Black River. It was apparently designed with great care and with 
consideration of its aesthetic relationship to the site selected. It 
was built 1n the same location as a prior courthouse which had been 
constructed 1n 1873 and burned 1n 1885. The present courthouse has 
the date ~~ inscribed in the pediment. The building 1s designed 1n the 

_Victorian .style common to this country in the 1880's. 

The foundation 1s of natural stone, quarried locally, and apparently 
goes down to solid rock. The building itself is a two-story brick. The 
brick was manufactured locally and the ruins of the 01dlk1ln lrl~Nfiich 
it was fired are still 1n existence. The brickwork has a fine color 
and texture and was well done 1n a common bond. Two-story brick pilasters 
emph~ i_z~ the corners _atld bays of the building, g1v1ng it a monumental 
appearance. The segmental arches of the windows and the fine tower 
are impressive elements. The roof 1s of a modified mansard style an d 1s 
covered with metal shingles. Yellow cypress was used 1n the roof 
structure and 1n the exterior trim. 

~ra±iuns were evidently made on the building du~i~~~A days. 
Modern fireproOf and burglarproof vaults were install8a in certain 
sections of the building. The chimneys do not match the original 
d r:._a~ing~;. · C ' J ';; , ' , 1: · : · , : . ' )' ' . 0 . . ~ =: ,. : ; I ' 

·. ·. · ·- · ~ t :is ver'y douHtfu r;·, if the building or grounds have alte-red . 'much 
from the time they were plotted and constructed. Comparison of a 1936 
photo · wH.h ··photos: taken 1n 1969 show virtually no change during that 
perioq other than that of minor deteriora .. t .io0~ . .. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 
0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

!)[] 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

·sPECIFIc DATE(S) (If A .... ... and Known) Bu 1 1 t 1 n 1888 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 

0 Prehistoric 

[Z) Historic 

0 Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 
I -o · Conserva'tion - ' 

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Milita'r 
c' 

0 Music 

fi Political 

0 Religion/ Phi-
\ 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia 1/Human-

it arion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

D Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

I 

The design and construction of the Powhatan Courthouse reflects 
the search for styles by the architects of the period. The building 
displays an Italian influence 1n the brackets, dormers and modified 
mansard roof. It combines also, other architectural feaures which 
were popular 1n this country during the Victorian period. The most 
illustrative examples would be the elaborate decoration of the wood 
details of the building. 

Although the building has suffered considerable wear and tear, 
and a good many architectural features have been damaged, there is 
ample evidence of the original fabric to make an authentic restoration 
possible. The main stairway, which lies to the right on the river 
side of the building, 1s intact. The stair newel and handrails are 
impressive in their substantial construction. Although some balusters 
are missing, there is a sufficient number available to serv,~ ,as ;, ;I_ 
examples for restoration of the original balustrade. The story heights 
are extremely great, creating an impressive exarnp,l,e 9f,, \3. ,commc;:>dius 
county structure. The courtroom is unusually large and also has an 
extremely high ceiling. The cou~:!:_room 1s ?n the~ ~>E~<;:Qnc:Lfloor, leye~~ 

In a report titled · n ·s~me Historic Buildings of Arkansas, r 
prepared for Governor Winthrop Rockefeller in October of 1968, 
by A. Edwin Kendrew, John L. Ferguson, ~ ~' the following State­
ment was made, 

"It would be 
restore and 
history and 
portance as 

highly desirable to preserve and eventually 
exhibit-this building as a landmark of the 
development of the area and its former 1m­
a port town and county seat. 11 

The building is architecturally significant due to the fact 
that it is one of the few remaining buildings of that period left 
1n that portion of the State. Original design and construction 
remain virtually intact, and restoration is economically feasible 
due to the soundness of the basic structure. 



ries. Arkansas, 
House, 1941. 

Hempstead, Fay. Historical Review of Arkansas. 
Pub 1 ish i ng Co. , 1911. 
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NAME AND TITLE: 

Jack E. Porter 
ORGANIZATION 

Arkansas Plannin 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Game and Fi 
CITY OR TOWN : 

L i Hle Rock 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State 0 Local ~ 

Title ______ E..:...x:...:e:....:c:...:u::....t..:...::....i v..:....::.e_D_i_r.....:e:...:c:_t_o_r __ _ 

Arkansas Planning Commission 

;o/J-7/foj Date 

10 

STATE 

Arkansas 

I hereby ce rtify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

FEB 16 1970 
Date 

Date FEB 111970 
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\Form 10-301 
(Dec . 1968 ) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

Location as 
CIT Y OR TOWN: 

Powhatan 
STATE : 

TO BE INCLUDED O N ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required . 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

Ark 
COUNT Y 

Lawrence 
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(Dec . 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORI C PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

Location as shown on annexed 
CITY OR TOWN : 

Powhatan 
STATE: 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

ST ATE 

Arkansas 
COUN TY 
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Property Name 
Powhatan Courthouse 

Missing Core Documentation 

County, State 
Lawrence, 
Arkansas 

Reference Number 
70000122 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

_Photographs 

_X_ USGS Map 
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Q ~>J'"' FEB 1 ) 1970 
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_..._ 1J1t.o tbe ------..... WI" J. w. .F\Il'brl&bt ~ "*"-1 ll<illl- ~ -· 
~l .nn1- w. (BUl) Al....aw, Jr., 

/S/ Ernest Allon ConnallY 

D'n ... AU.aa c,.,.;a ly 
Cb1U, otnee ot ~ 
.. B:1atal"ic: .....,.t101l 

FEB 1 " 1970 
0 .... Entered 1n the National Register _ ___, ____ --.,_ 

cc: 
Dr. John M. Peterson, Executive Director, Arkansas Planning Camniasion, 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Duplicate letters sent to: 
Hon. J. W o Fulbright Bon. William Vollie (.Bill) 

Alexander 1 Jr. 



- ~ . . 
,J. w.'FULBRii;HT ~ 

• ·, ARKANSAS 

LEE WILLIAMS 
ADMINISTRATIVE A SSISTANT 

I. ~ • ~ com.m "TEES' 
rt>RCIGN fiCLATIONS (CHAIRMAN) 

FINANCE 

DAVID P. LAMBERT 
LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT 

·' JOINT ECONOM IC 

DEMOCRATIC POLICY 
WASHINGTON, D .C. 20510 

January 20, 1971 

The Honorable 
Rogers C. B. Morton 
Secretary-Designate of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

PARKER WESTBROOK 
SPECIAL. ASSISTANl' 

I have been contacted by a group of my 
constituents who are interested in restoration and 
preservation of the old Courthouse building in 
Powhatan, Arkansas. 

It is my understanding that local people 
hope to find federal funds to match the money they 
raise, estimated at about $50,000. 

I would appreciate any information you might 
have about funds which might be available for this 
project. There is considerable interest in Arkansas 
and I believe some of those working on this project 
may have previously contacted your Department about 
their plans. 

The courthouse is one of the more interesting 
and significant historical sites in the area, and I 
understand that it has been designated as a national 
historic site. I feel that this is a worthwhile under­
taking, and I am hopeful that some assistance can be 
found for this project. 

With best wishes, I am 
S ·4erely yours, 

~?~U-
J. W. Fulbright! 

JWF:pt 
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,"' CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY * 
' ' 

TO: H - Hrs . Henley DATE: J a nuary 25, 1971 

FROM: Chief, Office. of Congressional Services (LL) 

SUBJECT: ?res .) s~ 

CONTROL NUMBER: 13570 
SUSPENSE DATE: 

F'ebn:ary 1, 1971 
The attached Congressional correspondence is forwarded for the 
preparation of a draft r eply . In the event the above suspense 
date cannot be met, please furn i sh me an interim draft reply on 
or before that suspense date, and include reasons for the delay 
and an estimate as to the date a final reply may be expected. 

All draft replies must be surnamed by the Chief of the Division 
preparing the draft. It will be optional with that Division 
Chief as to whether his Assistant Director should also surname 
the draft. 

For NPS signature . x:-: 
For Secretarial signature ~~._//~ 

Frank S. Melvin 

PLEASE LEAVE THIS MEMO ATTACHED TO THE CORRESPONDENCE 
WAS0·32 (7/70) USDI··NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

. , .. 
' . 



Hen. J. l-1 . Fulbright 
United States Senate 

. Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Fulbright: 

we are pleased to acknowledge your inquiry in behalf of a group of your 
COtlStituenta concerning the old Courthouse building in Powhatan, Arkansas. 

We appreciate your interest in this matter and will provide you a reply 
at our earliest opportunity. 

Sincerely yours, 

c:. -- ··--
~ ... --·~"·-. --t. J£ ,; 

- _.. • •• ,J ··' ~ . 

Director 

FNP:FSMelvin:maj:l/26/71 

CL-13570 

-. 
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Hon. J. ~'I, !i'Ulbri.ght 
Ud te-d JJt.atec tenSite 
H{.l.shlngtou, :o.c. 

c 

'I'hanh yau for ycur rec;ant inquiry eon~:l"ning th~ Courthoute. ia 
Fowhatu~ t A.rr..au;;t:.a,:J. 

~he ma;;.te of At>.i',...<1n.ua.; hna suhr.dtted f;;/.l appl.ication f'o!!' 454~050 iu 
l?t.=:d.€z~u.l n:e.tc~~.i:-:t~ l\.tz!t~s t''or ·t:.~-~ reat,...'l.~atic~t of -t-J:rt r·'D:~\!hutall Courth~l.t:se .. 
'ri!e i.lJ?J!lic•4tiou is w·zG.er revitrul if r:.r/.;t c:1D..:rif'ic~t1o~ is !Hi}C;;\¢d"' \ti::! 

\t.till cc • .::t.!HAlt. i\l~t~~~.1i5~tPfS f~t:; .. te r., .. in.1~r.>rt r}~t:r2.cct"t~ '{:.:~l() is .f~'r-4 fl~:~crp;o r,1_. 
"!"'7~,·~- J"·'·J.~·;,.. -·'}1•'\i-:.-··~····, ~l':t··.,·.t~.t\ ::·:)..·u·.!',,.,_,. C·"'~'7"''•.<·.l-.··~ ~- ·~t~·-:;,\·i ,,,.. .-·, .;,t:-.:..J;.,,,, .:.t;.;_;:, ( ...... ~ .i. .. ~;..;.z'd ... 1 ;:.,. •..:c .. ~,,; . .;.-.C~l."-!:.ii ,J..,. .... .J'.~l.u...,'<..,;.;:.;.,_ r£il""-•·;..., .. .~S;:~~ 

()1~ .. ~;tutt:: I!cuse, l.tittle 1.{ocJt,. A.rl:a;nu.a~ 7:~~';1JJ~-· 

gtQ.tes truhmitting e.dequa~~e St~t.£~ M.ctoric :p.r~!t~l"V~1ticm pl.~:lna &!'f.f . 

ell.r~H·le to l~at•tidp.e;.;te in th\\' ~-:f'po:.rti.or:t!r;0.Dt of' funtlz for ~-1equlaititm 
and d.cvrot.tupr:.1cnt ,pt·~joctf.'J, whid\ "t~ill. be anrWUticed by the ::3ee:.r.et;a..r)~ 
of the i:ntedor 1n U!e near fut.;m'ca. Arl::at·ls.as bas Sl.lbl'.1itt~i\:!d e. !,l...1..u, 
l•rhich ha~ i.~~u i3J:;:pr.cv('d. Also, the cc:urt;lwu&~e na.s t:een entered io 
the Ilatit:m~. R~e-,.ister of Hl:lto:ri.c Place~, whicb. io a fw·'ther r'-'lquiret"" 
n:.ent for c.lie;ibility fm· t'J.uu.ncial Q.s.siste..nce;. 

Arkansas 1~ a le...'\.d.ine; ~tete in the Naticr•al Hi.~tor1~ l?l'oservation 
1-"roc:rll.m, ~lnd \'JC value the cooperat;ion of Dr .. RC,'l!1old.&. Yr.mr intere~t 
i.u the N~tiouaJ.. ~\·t..l'~ Service iG it.;r~o.tly apl.Jr6'cia:t€~ol. 

cc: 

Sin.ccrely yours, 

(Sgd) .Jilarlrum L. ~til 

~ Director 

Dr. George M. Reynolds, Chairman, State Revi~m Committee, Arkanaa.s · 
Histor.r Commission,. Old State House, Little Rock, Arkansas 7220l)tv/c of inc/ 

CL) 
Director, Southeast Region) 

[_~lvin) 

&-
FNP:SBradford:EAConnally:ljp:2-11-71 

········---------------- ---------·--- _________ ..._:_ ______ .... -.1"'!!--
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· ·: , •. · DAVID P. I.Ali~T 

r " \C IO N ri CL. A fiO N S (CHAJII,.AA) 
,. I N A ~4CE 

'. .. , La.Of&LATrv- "- l& l '\l'A.Hf 

· : ~<\:. ~;~ . ~~~£~ W1tliT11 HOOK )OIN T ll C:ONOMIC 
C ~l OCRAT IC POLICY 

WASHINGTON, D .C . Z05t0 

February 24, 1971 

Mr. H3rdy Little III 
Little & ~~ddox, Architects 
Jonesb(J r:"O, Arkan sas 

Dear Hardy: 

., -., .. -. ·. 

. , . 

Senator Fulbright has no~ received ~ 
further reply from the National Park Service 
concerni ng hi s inquiry about restoration of 
the Courthouse at Powhatan. I enc l ose a copy 
of the letter from the Par k Service and hope 
this will be helpful to you. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincer ely your s , 

At;,rvis 
. ,• 

HP: a t 

:' ~ .· . ; 

~ . ·•. . 
<,• 

;, ' 

, . 

.-



72401 
.. · • ... 

R£: Powhat<:m Courthouse Restoration )· .. ':. ~- " 

DP1r Mr. Lit. tlc: . -v . , :.-~ 
; · .. ;.. ... ~ ·:. . 

. Ple as•_: a 11o....., me t..o introduce myself, my name is t3lll . _.,. ·' i 

Hibb~rd and I am an architect, Arkansas regis£rat ion . I 
~ . .. ~ . : 

am prPs0ntly with the Historic Preservation Progr ~m . 

.• 

• ··J." · , • 

. . . _ _. . . 

As you know, n Grant application \~as mad~ in October~ . . ~-~ 
197:) ~c r the Courthouse restoration but funds were not . 
avai1utlc at. that time. \Ve plan to re-submit the Grant. 
RequPs t in April provided that the project status is 
es :;enr:ially ~ · he sane. Could you fill me in · c,n the local 
si~untiun? Is the S tate Parks Departme nt still planning 
to ~:;:l t · over the property after restoration'/ 

• • "'!,.. 

· .. 

,._ 

I '/'" ' .:L~ like very cnucli to visit t.he site with you .in ' the · 
ne ,~r 1 :t un~. Co uld \-J e i.lrrange this some time af ter· 'l'uesday . 
of next \•." Ct:k ? 

I a.rn J.o~;king f ·) rward to mcr! ting and ~1orking v-1ith you in 
your p r·eservati o n effort. 

Sinc e> : t·' l ,,· , 

hilliam H. Hibbat·d 
Histori c Preservation Progra m 

WHH/ }·. p 

. ' 

.·,. 

l':. 

'· 

'· 
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519 w . WASHINGTON, SUITE~ 
. JONESBG~O . ARKANSAS 71401 

. ; · -~• - '"· -~ · -~-
-~ ·.:t• .~.~..,; ·: _.,._ .- ;-..... . .•. _., 

:o- · .-_ · ~ ~- · . -·· ;;.·~~ -~ ' :'> 
; - ~-: .. : j ; • " '· ... ; . _. .• -~~· 

Tll[~HONE 501 -935-3813 ·.• . . _; .. -~.- :t ,• . . . . .. · • .. ·. :- . ;· •• ·,·..s ·,,:· - ~ ••. ·· .• . . . -:'~ . , . . . "' . ~ ', . : 

" '; J "f lfTLE ,;J 

Fetruary 26, 1971 
'·· . , . . 

• 7 ••• ·'-. 
•' (' ._ ;0 . 

. ·• ~ 

Ar k,1nsas Historic Preservation Proaram 
1':'.' } /Jest Thir f ~ Street 
Lit tl e Rock, Ar~ansas 72201 

; t t n · 'J.r • 'fl i I I i .3"· H. H l bba rd 

f~ o: Powr.~tan o•;rthouse t~estoration 

no i! r ~-~ I I I : 

~ ' .. 
;. I·, .. .. ·. •' 

. , .·.> 

~ l taS 0 find enclosed a letter from Senator Fulbright's off Ice 
co~ ~ar~ln4 the restoration project. We requested the Inquiry 
a;,.-1 i '; r, The ;:; rojed s t<'!tus Is tt-,e same rlS It was at the tIme 

.. 

'·' 

~' the p~evlou~ subnlsslon. The local people arc stl I I workin a. 
on n.~ prvject even though activity has not boen at 35 high a 
tevol ,-,s be foro:. Thoy have sCfnethlng over S3(l,OOO.OO In th e ir 
V c.uu'l t n0 w a~t<l have purchi'lsed thP- I ~nd surrounding tho bu II d I ~1 . 

rr~~ ' ' ·,r l<s Oepv·tment st iII pI dns to take over the propert y upon · 
:~ ~~ ~·'· 'J~. Fa r lnfor~ atlon on this ~~r~sq contact Buddy Se3rlos. 
Ttw y ,,, .• J lncluJi ng this nr oj'.'::: t In H tc> o vcnll parks planning 
c ,..og r nrr~ . 

*-' ~~vo an nopl i c"jtlon [)repi'lred for t•"·' HUn oreservation progr.,...,, 
'lr. •;'1"r .l es ha.) ro~rJ~·.-- , e ncJ otj we submit •h. fs i n add ltlc: :-: to the 
O<•p~r'"~ r. + of Interior <l :ln llci'l:ti on, tt would be vnry helpful It 
'; O •; ~.-- • ..; ,c che c ,. +nis . out 4 o r t.;S with t n t.:~ HU~-' oAoclt In Little Hock . 

Ttv3tl .t e ly, set up Friday ' l(l r ,:h ~ for· t11e si fe v i sit. 'de wi II ch eck 
It o ,: "t on our e:"I:J, Ple1so ccw~21r:t us conce,.rlr · ·' this d.-,t~. whcrB 
f') n·eet, etc. 

f· C· . ~rE'. loo~lnq t o rward to f"l"let!n g 1r)'j w' r Kin ..: ·,.ith yo•J on this 
;--.r ... 'j ~"' r_· ~ • 

Ycu r ~ very trulv, 

Little I. ' ·l3 d::J ox, Archlte ~ ts , l~c . 

HMoy littll::l 1! 1 

r . 

JIM WDOOX 

~ ·. . 

I 



. . ~ . 
. < 

i'lr. Hardy Litt l e III 
~itt l e and Maddox 
519 West Wasnington 
Jonesboro, Arkansas 

.· ~ ·. -.. ~~ .. 
p J;-" 

• 1 •• 
. .,.. ,;, . . .. .. ... _ .. _ .·. 

.; ' 

Dear Mr. L\.ttle: 

Street 
72401 . 

-: 
.. ~ ~ .. ·- . ~ ,, 

-{ '>;,'_)'; . ""> 
I wo ~ ld ·like to call your attention to the attached 

":r.wr..:)~r('r <L t.:i c le which appeared in the Arkans1.s Gazetfe 
on .January 1.0, 19 71. Lieutenant Governor Bob Riley o f fers 
to s erve as a rallying point for groups and indiv i dual s • 
attempting to preserve Arkansas' Historic Heritage. Lie~~ 
ten ~nt Governcr Riley al.so states that he wants· to, 

"Lend lhe off ice (Lieut.enant Governo~' sf and : 
whntev e r prestige is involved in it, and the 
t~n~ I have to serve in it, to being of ser-
v ice in this way." . . . 

This is not merely rhetoric. Lieute nant Governo r . 
Ri l' · :r's reconi as a mcmbQr of the Arkansas Gener.·al As3embly 
s i.-:· .. J .. : r•umerous instanc-es \oJ here L~ has been both spon!;:)r 

.. ,.. ~· 

a ncl :: ~ ~ pporter of measures desi q r1ed to preserve a nd promote 
Ark c.r.sas dis tory . In 19 4 7, as a young me mbe r of the House , ,. 
of Representatives, he introduc ~d a nd s ecured the passag~ · 
of the legisldtion which saved the Old State House at Little 
Reel<- , and the Co:1fede rate Capi tel r1 t Washi ng ton. ,.,..r kansas · 
fro~ cer.e ri o r at>.)n. ':"he same _:...· t: created the Arkansas Com­
mer.. ~;~ ~- ;v~ :· .") :-r~mi. ssi or: , a State A-:JC.'!"lC Y sp t~ c .i. fically charged 
wit. • preser•/i. r. ';; our Arkansas Her .i taqe for ''pres ~nt ,3nd suc­
-::n~<J j ng <.J Gn·:ra lions~" 

Li euten an t GGvcrnor Riley has recently r eaffirmed his 
n c~ spaper statem~nt of January 10 , and st a nds re ad y t o sup­
por t efforts t o preservo and p:·omo te Arkansas His t ory. His 
i r-: t~ · ~ · est and involveme nt me.y wel i b·: th e rnos t s igr.if ::..ccn t 
~~0r · toward preserving Arkansas H~ritag P j n almost a quartPr 
J f a c.:e:-. tury. 

Due to federal interest and financial ~ssi~tanc~ to­
·,.,ar ·J preserving state and l '·. c al ~1L.:tory, both tl,e machinery 

- _________ . __ :. _____ ._ +·- ___ .. ____ ~ ..--

·~ 
. ; 

.;,; 
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and funding I-=,. ~ > tenti al exists for implementing such ; ~ · p;ogram.' : -' 
The State of Arkansas has also come to real ize ~hat the · pre~ 
servatl.on anc p comotion of our historical resoL.irces can con- !.· 
tribut~ to tt; ·· 5tates's economy in much the same manner as · 
cons~rvdtion o f our natural resources. . . 

·• 
Yc~r organization has been working toward ~chi~ving : 

the s a~0 objectjves in which Lieutenant Governor Riley has 
.sli-:' 1-.' n ,'jn int <.:·rest . Would it · be possj_ble for your organiza­
tion, and individual members, to write to the Lieutenant 
Gcv~~nor anrl let him know of your · interest and support? · 
You:-· State Senators and Representatives should also be made , 
awnrr:: of ycur wis hes in this rna tte1-. · 

JEP: L·p 
Enc l c-.•s ure 

Sincere ly, 

-r; ro?~ 
;C~C. fi.; ~ 

·, 
. ; ,l 

Jack E. Porter, Administrator 
Historic Pr·_>::>e cvation Program 

~ . 

'·· 
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·l:iJe~r :VICints to 
~ . ·. . . 

Aal<e State (and T 
iWaie 0'1 ihe, , sstoriC~I A~setsOf 

.. . .. 
'i·. ,{' .•! : 
. '· _ Bv BILL. I.EWJS 

Of the Guet~ Staff 
As a ehlld. J,ieult-nant Gover· 

nor~ It c t Boll Jtiley, whooe 
grel!t-grNt·gnntMathrr is hur­
ied aome~t·h':~ in A'hlcy Coun· 
ty, playe-d s;a mu on t.he lum 
0{ what thtn was lcnown u the 
War · M!'!morial Building, now 
tl~ Old State House. 

"I uw It ln tucb a !tall! of 
d?tfl!"ioration Uat I lhouihl, 'II 1 
f'V'n' have l <"hance t-o do artY­
thing about lt, I'd doll. ' " 

Riley bad hts mar.<"t i:t 1g..t1, 
~~t-lt b.t rf'Ui.rnt'<i Crom World 
War II 1'tith tome sympath,.­
eern!ralina WOilr.~J~ . tOt IJi:tUelf 
£-led<'d to the House o{ HC";If~ 
aenbtivl'S at tl\.e tcndtr ll-1!1! of 
21, A;.d lntn:o00<'i!d a bfll foT' a 
ma~"\1· l!ppropr ! ;;~:on to aH·e the 
crun; r,!inz old ht. .t ;l in(. 

ni!ey 'hl.l AUJ'yjy~ J.nothf!f 
1 t n e r 1 t I Q Jl ' :~d a' iuevt"d 1 
hi~l1tr ofnct . anti !le t.'1mks It il 
ti a'W! now to turn ~~ e a~~ enUon o4 • 
tl. ~ ~l ;,~·· ~:;p ; r. bWHC Othe-r 
Lo st.o.-i('al. liH.Jt11 and cth.._.r ln­
( t<rt~t g~-r.,tin& aui'U of the 
atcte u t . ~. ~-o·ith ~(, rr t" prt , ll ­
J:eco.~ h~l:' from uthf'r ;: · •~t . s ~t'd 
4 rl:: ;. r,!;.~,_ dc:l f• J!' th~ OU :)hU 
Hnu~ 1 c;o.~arttr - ceonturl • w:. I 

io>' ~4 \ I-! !II')' ittlu t'-' do ls to j 
r 1 tll tl' •. , .. tt iltldl' · 'TI•t> !1-.n. , I 
ba ve !:Jun ! ry .ng to su~s::r~t ( •) r a 
g•\IXJ m f.I\J' year; it th•t w~ dt · 
\le lop '"' ttt ltJJde o( tryinz t..> 
" 1dl" o:.~r a•t ; actJOtl3 th at are 
~ ""' 'f uniqce 111d very C.ii{.e-rf'fll . 
p, ~;->l e ... -bo ar~ ou l !.t.H:nnr a~ 
\>I:·J hJH~ va gut' ot> i ef~i ,r t • 
•r :AJ I\1 be t:l{"O•!r l);l:-d wlll"J n~y ! 
l,t :.: "' rffort to romt k> ae ~ a ··er· ; 
b tn t<.mg." 
Y~~ are. R i!I!Y $.l id, "a 

s:r t<~t h11ny h"toncal altea ill 
Arkan~u t!ut h: ~l.: Q.ozy :.tt~n­
l.ion to be btetJ:: '1t to f"lt-!l c oo­
t : c<! t ·.> ,;h ~ lh t'm t .'H! A:md r:( 
t' .,-:e. anJ mll;.e L'lem b.~ kind 
of ~ttracticn, that they ehou!d 
bt ." 

F or !'llr.'.f-le, th~rt! i• All ob· 
' -,: :-e si"' t tn Phillips c ... -.ur.tyllt· 
:.t•! l: ~ o,qn C\tn to rt.i :.'rFl l! o{ 
th~ a~a or to IO>-<)>:l'! eht tll· 
t f'pt U: ose witll a i.ttQ tn t~ rut 

k l 'J <"h tl'Jn~J. 
"\\'h~n ll·e t<•ul«'\na Fur­

t ~de wu ~adP. " RH~y uld 
"tt' "' Y ~ ~ nt tv,·o s w·v~:-' l ··~ i>•r: 
Uu. (~e wcn~ L:t ll.t the V.(Y..a'..h o! 
t f.~ S;. Franc!s River t r. 1 pmha-J 
hly ll'~ll t <:: ·J.:- we~>t; ln-j one' 
d:n1cd 1t the ·mouth of tl-,e Ar-
&n:; :~! River 1.:-..d wr. :1t .:ioue 

,;r_~t ~ . \\'1-:ere t '· t / 01-e!, th ~ )'~.uti 

-~)·-''l a !1,\l i l t'r - aw 'i!,.tryj 
?H: ~t:.. c.! t ~ ~ ;.: i.u :itt LolJ ;; !~ ~ ~ 
r•u r:.:h:.w t.. mu.st.-r.J u'.-m tMt 
p:-t,,;.. . .· .. . . . r .,. ; .. 

tlleuttnant 'Dv~mor he -.·o t!lrl he I 
jp.INH:-d ~(I T•1 Vt II I rl !l \'l!' <'l 
poi~ fl'lf' f\: ~3 l\n ef,'ert. · •I 

"I ~r+.;.;:;.ly ~&nt to lffld · ~, 1 
of!'icoo 111d 'lltt!!tt:Yf!T' pre1l'-~ e j:l 

, ' ,. 

'·, 

- ------------· ~ ......... ·-
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.)1.9 N WASHINGTO~-l. SUITE 5 

)CI'lf5BOPO. ARKANSAS 72-401 
THEPt-'C•t--J f 501 -9'35 -3813 

l1i'irch "i, 1971 

D 0 X 
~ ,;; . . .. .. 

•.. ..r .. :. <~~~: :·. : : .. 
. . ~·. ~ 

. .. "'· l 

. ' . 

,;.-

; ' ~ ' ... 

• • : • .r ~,. : • .... • • • • 

T !!r~ >-jon. Roc :) i : ey . ·· '""·, .. -

~ic~tenan~ Go~ernnr of ~rkdnsas 

Lit•l e l{o(k, :.r~dns~s • , "\ _ 

Si r: 

~8 wnul J I i~c to ~c~nnwl~rl0e your · enJor·sAmcnt for nreserv~tlo~ 
o f ooint<; of historio l lntere:,t r1ithin the st~te. ltle 315'1 
"l'l!'reci<~t.:~ v o;r· own invnlvemont in 'le :le rating interest in 
i11rler··on trJti" '' o f nror:rd,,s for restoration. 

At P1f1 rH·osRnt ti r1e: , :)ur of fi ce is c0ncer~1ed with succ ..:~ ~-sful 
·r~ '>:'J r , l t"iG r ; ref Powh-:~t.<J n' Court ! lous e ai f)owh ,!t:Jr., ~r--~nr:;as. 

t,l)nlici'ltion r . ~s bF::r:n su~v'litted to the tJS !leo'lrtr.,ent of th e 
i nt,-.,· j')r for ., ,,~c hi n; ':...nds for the t">uiluin ~J's rec,t o r .:J+ion . 
:. r• .: ·l -~o'"lli :: ]t i0~ f n r (;r ."'f"lt f or Historic Preser ·nt ion lidS 

• ~ . I 

t., •..! •' r, !':: r r: D J r r~ ~: ~".J : r: r ) ~ I" t s u bn d t hJ ~ . I n ?I cl d i t i on , 1·1 : e D P n n lu 

<.f ~- , , wr 17'Y1 h?Jv·: r:~i , , ro , ; u ve r S~"' . r' t; ~ In ord1~: to se"'! ~he .:•:rnlotion 
of •nis oroj~:t . 

,._; 
I" 

··' 
' · 

l~1is ~r-oi•::... t has t , e.-~n C'Ssiqn.:;d first r:-iority f or rcstor -:Jtior> G1 • · ., 
~>,::-, c. t·-1te Qr; ·Ji r. "' ·:._yn.,itteo. Th<=> :. tf't~1 °'1rks, Pecre'1i ion -"\ I) J fr~vel 

C·;n· ·1i s si .;n votf)d tc inclu~ie t ne Scu r·n ,) ' iSf) ir our ('i"l r·k syst ..::ITI u::on 
..:. ·:)lnr• l ·.:; • i :·,r, o 1 ~h.; re~. toriJt i on. 

~'"NJ" 1 ;er t I ,, :1 r.., in the s ~ J te ha \18 sh ·:'-..,m <=1 .;e:"' u i ne in tt:r ,~s • i 'i 
~, , , , ~r0:;er1ntlo n c, f Pcw :·a~':'ln ~"'0urt H0u'~ ": <Jnrl "''lY ')e c0nt :KtN~ alonq 

,.. : ~'1 r •c..- •urther details C'r p ·, :> or'J ject . Th~v Clrt;: · ~r. J"'ck 
~'nrr c~ r, •1.jr-Jir.i:;tr<:Jtor, Hisiori: Preservation Program: 1-1r. Jim Sn~()D-, 
Chairrn'ln, _ l aw ..- ence Co~;nty Oeve l on'TI•3nt Coun~i I and "'e'l'b·)r of the tllff:: 
· ~r . L. E. )ur·les , ') iret:tor o f Fnns ·'· ~ecre ,l ti •:"Jn; i'lnj ''r. 't!l lli"'''' 
1·. lli~tJ:)rt:J, 1·i is toric Pr'"!sP.r'Ji'ltion f"ror:r .w •. 

encl o sed you will find . a CODY o f (1 lt: tter writte t"i to 'Ar. Surles 
-:oncn.rnin(;; tht• r:ondition of the t•u ildinq "'nd ltc:. <Jrc: hitectur~l 

sinnific~nc~. Also enclosed is a cODY 0f ~ letter t o Se"~tor 
t ;ii bri ,;ht from the actinc; direct-o r ot thP. ·~"'tion'1 1 PJrk c.;c rvlce, 
· 'C"l~rt'Tient of t t'l <-> 1 . .,-:- ori or, conccrt"!i"v:J tt'lo sti'ltus of ·Uk Jf'Diic;rtic-n 
for tejP.r~f r'lC'Itc~ . l na funds. 

JIM MADDOX 

·, 

· .. 
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.. -· .. :;,·,.·_,>Those of liS who are interest.ed in .:t~ :j~ - ~~·~J~~ ... ~~o~ id\i~e~t 'i'~"-'~,~-· 
~ .· ... · aprrecl~te ~r>y suonort and assistance you mi qht be "lbl ~ to - ot~er 

' thnt would enable the Courthouse at Powhatan to ba restored. :·,. 
• • • !• • •. ' • ·• ; '; • I .. , : • •. • 

. . :: 

Sincere ly, 

. Inc. 

Hardy 

Hl i I 1/pan 
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Mr. Jim Sn :i s; 
Snap Ford Co mpany 
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas 72476 

Dear Hr. Snap : 

I want to tha nk yo u for taking your time to show m~ through 
the Powha tan Courthous e Friday. It i s a ma g n i ficent struc­
ture , we ll des r ving the intere st, tj me and ~oney that the 
people of Lawrence County ha v e devoted to it. 

I e nj oyed mel?. ting yo u ancl am l ooking forward to working with 
y o '.! -:.n the futur e . 

!;;;71~~ 
Wm. H. Hj b b a rd 
Histo r i c Pr eserva tion Program 

~-.r:-m : l::: P 

---- -----~----·- .. ·-· .. ---~-··-··- .. - -·· 
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· · 5~na··~,~~~ M OR coMPANY, INC. I SSELL SNAPP 
- ~~ -.JIMMY SNAPP 

~======~----~f-~--------------------------------------1-c. R. SNAPP 

-C.HARLI:S SNAPP 
113-117 EAST MAIN ST. e PHONE 886 • ~-414 

- -

WALNUT RIDGE, ARKANSAS 7!4'76 

Congressman Sill .\lexander 
1110 ~ou5e Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman: 

March 9, 19 715 t C ~ I V t. L­

lw1AR 111971 

Enclosed :rou will find copies of recent corre­
s pondence on t~e Powhata!"l Courthouse £testor ::1tion. You 
will notice on the letter of ,'eb ruary 2·) , 1?70 from 
the Arkansas Historic Preser•rat :i.on Prosram -to -~1r •. --Harcly-­
:Lit-tle that plans are to resubmit the grant request next 
month. In t alking tc Ytr. Hibbard it seems that he has 

~ received sor:1e unc·'ficial word that funds might be available 
", next month and t hat the Powhat<l.n ·:ourthouse is in line to 
( receive s ome of these funds. Would you please let me know 

what information yon can ;;ather from the Department of 
Interi or on this project ar:.d may l S'Iggest that you exp::-ess 
an interest in this project to Lt . Governor ~iley . 

Thanking you in advance for y our assistance, 

Jil'llr.ly Snapp 

YOUR [<0~\@~ DEALER 

-- - -· 
I 
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. WM.'V. (BII.:.L) ALEXANDER 

C!Congress of tbt Wnittb ~tates 
~ouse of l\epresentatibes 
Mtl~bington, 1D.~. 20515 

March 18th, 1971 

==·' PI 
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I ·' 
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-- -. ~ ...... 

The Honorable Rogers C. Morton 
Secretary 
Department cf the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: Powhatan Courthouse 
Lawrence County 
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas 

Dear Rogers: 

( >) " c) - ..._; --

For some time I have joined with the efforts of my con­
stituents in an atl~J.IJ.p_t___t._Q_Q_:t:.ese.r.v..e_the_ Powhatan . Courth ouse, 
which has im:g~n t m~tAg _ . .:t..o_ tbe--.J;:_i ti,.~~l}.§._~~-~r~ansas and 
historical value to~1e peop le of this gre at Nation. 

To this date I have been unab le to discover the exact position 
of your Dep artme nt with refe rence to our e fforts. Would you 

; please ask one of your colleague s i n t h e Dep artment to provide 
V me with the current status of our applica tion? 

With kinde st regards and best wishes for a successful adminis­
tration, I am 

BA/pa 
Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Bill Alexander 
Congressman from Arkansas 
(1st District) 

--------·~----- -- . 



Draft 
S.Bradford:dyw 

March 30, 1971 

H34-HR 

Hon. William V. Alexander 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Alexander: 

We are pleased to acknowledge your inquiry on behalf of several con-

stituents concerning the Powhatan Courthouse, Lawrance County, Walnut, 

Ridge, Arkansas. 

Arkansas submitted eight project applications totaling $247,958,00 in 

October 1970. An application for the Powhatan Courthouse was included, 

requesting a matching grant of $54,050.00. The State subsequently 

rated each project in accordance with the grants program priority sched-

ule (copy enclosed) using the four criteria under the third priority. 

Three projects received higher ratings than the Powhatan Courthouse, 

which was rated 3-d with three other projects. One project was eliminated 

from the State's fiscal year 1971 development program. 

The Secretary's apportionment of $2,185,631.75 to 40 States for the 

acquisition and development of historic properties on March 11, 1971 

allocated $47,458.72 to Arkansas. The State's apportionment is sufficient 

to fund the three top rated projects only, excepting funding for another 



project from a small sum left over from the allocation. Arkansas has 

not determined how that money will be used. 

Since the Powhatan Courthouse will not be funded in the fiscal year 

under the grants-in-aid program its sponsors could consult Arkansas' 

State Liaison Officer~ Dr. George M. Reynolds, Chairman, State Review 

Committee~ Arkansas History Commission~ Old State House~ Little Rock~ 

Arkansas 72201, about including the courthouse in the State's annual 

work program for fiscal year 1972. The work program is due May 1. 

Your interest in the National Park Service and its programs is most 

deeply appreciated. With warmest personal regards and every good 

wish, 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 

Enclosure 

cc: 
Dr. George M. Reynolds, Chariman, State Review Committee, Arkansas 

History Commission~ Old State House, Little Rock~ Arkansas 72201 wJcy inc. 
Director, Southeast Region w/cy inc. 
LL-Mr. Melvin w/cy inc. 
T-w/cy inc. 
HR-w/cy inc. 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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0,(___ CONGP.ESSIONAL INQUIRY 

T0: ~1ey 
* 

DATE: 3/24/71 
FROM: Chief, Office of Congressional Services {LL) 

SUBJECT: Preservation - SE 

CONTROL NUMBER: CL 15862 

SUSPENSE DATE: 4/1 

The attached Congressional correspondence is forwarded for the 
preparation of a draft reply. In the event the above suspense 
date cannot be met, please furnish me an interim draft reply on 
or before that euspense date, and include reasons for the delay 
and an estimate as to the date a final reply may be expected. 

All draft replies must be surnamed by the Chief of the Division 
preparing the draft. It will be optional with that Division 
Chief as to whether his Assistant Director should also surname 
the draft. 

For NPS signature XX --=------For Secretarial signature 0i?~_/~~ 
Frank S. Me 1 vin 

PLEASE LEAV'E THIS ~:EMO ATTACHED TO TF.E CORRESPONDENCE 
WA S0·32 (J/7t:Ji USDi ··N ATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

.fr 
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Hon . William. V. Alexsnder 
House of Representatives 
Wa.:lhington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Alexander l 

We arc pleased to aclmowlt!dge your inquiry on beh.a.lf of ceveral 
constituents eoncorning the Powhatan Courthouse, Lawrence County. 
Walnut Ridge,. Arkansas . 

We appreciate yot~ L~terest in this raatter and will provide 
you a reply at our eo.rl.!est opportun.ity. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 

FNP:AJones:ljp:3-24-71 



Draft 
S.Bradford:dyw:March 30, 1971 

Rewritten:S.Bradford:EAC:dyw 
April 8, 1971 

H34-HR 

Ron. William V. Alexander 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Alexander: 

~ ,---/I 
0 t:r; c_ 

-r~~ 
'f - J~ - 7( 

We are pleased to acknowledge your inquiry in behalf of several con-

stituents concerning the Powhatan Courthouse, Lawrence County, Walnut 

Ridge, Arkansas. 

Arkansas submitted eight project applications totaling $257,958 in 

Federal matching funds in October 1970. Included was an application 

for the restoration of the Powhatan Courthouse, requesting a matching 

grant of $54,050. The total project acquisition and development request 

from the States is $17 million. Fiscal year 1971's appropriation for 

the grants-in-aid program is $5,980,000, of which $2,185,631.75 has 

been apportioned to 41 States for survey and planning, $1,042,023 to 

the National Trust for Historic Preservation and $2,323,762.22 to 40 

States for acquisition and development projects. Regrettably, there is not 

enough money to fund all of Arkansas' valuable requests, the State select-

ing the projects to be funded in accordance with the attached grants 

program priority schedule. 

..... ~ ,. 



The Powhatan Courthouse, according to the project ratings submitted by 

Arkanasa, will not be funded in fiscal year 1971. 

Since the Powhatan Courthotu3e will be not funded in this fiscal year 

under the grants-in-aid program, its sponsors could consult Arkansas' 

State Liaison Officer, Dr. George M. Reynolds, Chairman, State Review 

Committee, Arkansas History Commission, Old State House, Little Rock, 

Arkansas 72201, about including the courthouse in the State's annual 

work program for fiscal year 1972. The work program is due May 1. 

Your interest in the National Park Service and its program is most 

deeply appreciated. With warmest personal regards and every good 

wish. 

Sincerely yours, 

C:~~'-''-~ ( '( j~~rector 
cc: 
Dr. George M. Reynolds, Chairman, State Review Committee, Arkansas 

History Commission, Old State House, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
w/cy inc. 

Director, Southeast Region w/cy inc. 
LL-Mr. Melvin w/cy inc. 
T-w/cy inc. 
HR-w/cy inc. 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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~. u Bftiev Coatt\ee 
Artsnr .. lll.tor,' COIPI1utoD 
Ol4 state Jlot.we 

..... , 
(Ssd . ) Ra~~c~d L ~reeman 

Actin.., 

Llttllt Bock, Al'traMu 72201 ) v/c OJt lac. 

CL 
Director-BE Region 
LL-Mr. MeUvin 
T 
HR 

FNP:SBradford:ElC:crb:4-26-71 
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J. lA./. FULB I-'< IGHT 
ARKANSAS 

LEE WILLIAMS 
ADMINISTRATI VE AS S I STANT 

COMMI"rtEE:S : 

FOREIGN RELATIONS (CHAIRMAN) 

~ ~Cnifet\ ~fa!ez ,.!Dencde 
~ 

FINANCE 

JOINT ECO NOMIC 

DEMOCRATIC POLICY ';) WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

June 8, 1971 

Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr. 
Director, National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Hartzog: 

·'" 

I understand that the Arkansas Historic 
Preservation Program has resubmitted an applica~ 
tion for assistance for historic preservation of 

DAVID P. LAMBERT 
LEGISL&.TlVE A SS IST ANT 

PARKER WESTBROOK 
SPECIAL ASSIS TANT 

the Powhatan Courthouse in Lawrence County, Arkansas. 

You may recall that I have had previous 
correspondence with you on this matter. I know it 
to be a meritorious project and hope that you will 
give it every con sideration. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ?~.:.·6/­
~ 

• W. Fulbright 

JvlF :psp 



Hca. J. w. Fulbright 
United St t Sena-te 
Waehington, D.C~ 

De r Senator fulbrisht: 

We are pleas t"O e.c.krlowledge your inquiry in behalt 
of the Ar.ka.na 111stor1c Preservat1o Pr r concerning 
the Powha Courthouse in Iawrenc County, Arkaosa • 

We appr e1ate rour interest 1n this tur d will 
prov1d1t you l'O»l¥ at our earliest opport 1ty. 

FNP:TGWood:ljp:6-l0-71 

Sincerel1 youra, 
GEORGE B. HARTZOG, JR~ 

Director 
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Director, Southeast egion) lNP:SBrad:ford:ljp:6-25-71 
/.r:! ,: \~h~:-~lvin) 
~ord &SU> (Bt\SIC FILE Rm'AINED IN HR 
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