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SI GNI FI CANCE

The John Bickford House retains Integrity of location, design, materials
and workmanship in itslate transitional First Period frame and

contempor aneous early Second Period finish, making i teligible under
Criterion C as a well-preserved example of a transitional house. The
unusual gambrel roof constructionis worthy of further study which my
yield important informationon early gambrel fram ng methods under
Criterion D The combination of gambrel roof with First Period frammng is

relatively rare.

This unusual combination of old framng and nore progressive roofing and
finishing styles as late as 1735 i s not common in the North Reading
area. John Bickford, who purchased the land in 1733 and seens to have
built the house in 1735 noved in that year from Salem to North Reading
and the late First Period details my be attributable to conservative
Salem tastes. (Bickford's Salem connections even in North Reading seem
to have been strong; he bought his land from his father-in-Ilaw (he
married in 1724) Sanuel Hayward, also formerly of Salem)

EXTER OR DESCRI PTI ON

The John Bickford house is a 2 1/2 story, 5 bay, central chimey
clapboarded structure 2 cells deep with an original gambrel roof. The
mai n facade has six-over-nine windows with simple surrounds and a Greek
Revival frontispiece with a heavy, flat cornice and fretwork pilasters
fram ng rectangular side lights on either side of the door. A possibly
19th century 1 12 story shed whose roof continues the rear lower slope
of the gambrel projects from the rear left bay, and extends slightly past
the west end of the house. A simple door fills the south face of the
shed projection. A one story 1940's kitchen el | projects from the right
rear. A 1 1/2 story garage-shed as long as the house itself stretches
from the west end of the shed addition. A 1 1/2 story 1986 "sun roonf
addition extends from the center of the east gable,- i tis clapboarded,
and has a low brick foundation and long, single-light w ndows.

MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

The house's combination of |argely exposed and quirk-beaded frame, simple
Second Period paneled fireplace walls, and unusual gambrel roof makei t
an excellent example of late transitional First Period architecture. The
first floor rear rooms were altered in the 1940's, but the front roons
retain their original finish. Both roons are approximately 14' wide by
17" deep, with very high ceilings. All first floor posts are covered

with boxes. In the right-hand (southeast) room the exposed longitudinal
sunmer beam chimey, end, front, and longitudinal chimey girts are
quirk-beaded. The first floor southwest roomhas al | four girts exposed

and quirk-beaded.

Staple to inventory form at bottom
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h thesecond floor, thefront andrear girts andboth endties are
exposed andquirk-beaded i nal |l five rooms. The longitudinal chime

girt i sbeaded on both sides wherever i ti svisible I nthefront andrear
roons. The two summer ti e beans, one on each side of t hechimey, are
al so beaded. The two chimey girts, which extend thedepth of t he house,
are beaded only ontheir outer edges. I ntherear center room the
exposed inner (eas_t? face of theleft (west) chimey tiei s roughly
square finishedwhile theouter face | ssmothly finishedwith a quirked
bead. Thetierests onagently curving flared post which also hasquirk
beading onitsouter/west side andi sunfinished onitsinner side. It i s
not Fosmble toseetheinner face of theother chimey tie, butit i s
likely tobesimilarily unfinished. This seens tobe an interesting
construction shortcut devel oped by carpenters with allegiance t o both
traditional andnewbuil ding techniques. The unfinished inner edges are
covered by boxes i nthefront stairwell, but left exposed andunfinished
in theless Important rear rooms. Another explanation rmay be that anew
mssing partition once covered thebeamthere. The four second floor
corner Bosts ar e exposed, flared andquirk-beaded; al | other \oosts have
beaded boxes. Thevery wi de pine floorboards onthesecond floor nay be

original.

. I ntheattic, theunusual early construction of theganbrel roofi s
visible. Theroof hasa ridge pole but only a single curved piece of
wood i neach bay supporting both upper roof slopes by crossing under t he
ridge pole andjoining oneach side therafters of thelower slope. This
is unusual i na ganbrel with as shallow an upper slope as this house has;
(see a simlar construction technique i ntheTinmthy Johnson House at

18-20 Stevens St., North Andover.)

OHER SI G\ FI CANT FEATURES

As a transitional building, theJohn Bickford House exhibits

wel | -preserved early Second Period details as well as considerable First
Period finish. Thechimey girt i ntheright-hand (southeast) first
story room has simple applied molding beneath i t running alon? thetop of
vertical feather-edged paneling which covers thefirei)lace wall. The
deep but narrow fireplace opening i ssurrounded by bolection moldingand
surmounted by a simple mantel. An oven andash pit open separately into
the chimmey stack i nthewall totheright of the fireplace.

In thefirst floor southwest room.thelongitudinal summer beamhas

mol ded boxing only onitssides, with theboxes projecting down pastthe
bottom of thebeam Thefireplace has a bolection molding surround
larger than therecent opening. Two long horizontal raised-field panels
surnount thefireplace. Totheleft | sanarrow closet door with field
panels, to-the right, very deep vertical feather-edged sheathing. The
other walls arewainscoted mdway up i nraised-field paneling.

Staple t oinventory form at bottoi
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Qv the second floor, al |l posts save the corner posts are boxed. The
second floor southeast (right) room has el aborate nolding applied to the
beaded summer and chimey girt and around the roomto create a cornice;
the fireplace wall has vertical featheredged ﬁanellng with a sinmply

nmol ded mantel and fireplace surround |arger an the present narrow but
deep altered opening. The left hand (southmest chanber has vertica
raised-field Faneling and two horizontal field panels over a sinmple
mantel and bol ectionnolding fireplace surround.

Staple to inventory form at bottoa
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