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1. Name of Property

historic name Beckwith, Nelson F., House

other names/site number Harmon, Solomon C., House

2. Location

street & number 179 East Huron Street N/A not for publication

city, town Berlin 3 N/A vicinity

state Wisconsin code Wl county Green Lake c¢ode 047 Zip code 549723

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property No. of rResources within Property

_X_ private ____ building(s) contributing noncontributing

____ public-local _X district 1 1 buildings

—___ public-State ____ Site - _____ Sites

____ public-Federal ____structure o ____structures

_____ Object o ______ objects

1 _1 _ Total

Name of related multiple property listing: No. of contributing resources

previously listed in the
N/A National Register 0




4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic bPreservation Act of 1966,

as amended, I hereby certify that this zg_nomination ___request for determination

of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and proteSSLOnal

requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 1n my opinion, the property X < meets
___does not _meet the National Reglster criteria. __ See continuation sheet.

blgnat ylng ott1c1al
7 ate hstorlc nreservatlon Officer-~ "

Staté or Federal agency and bureau

, 2/2/ 90
Datzf /

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register
criteria. See continuation sheet,
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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_determined eligible for the National
Register. ___See continuation sheet
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1. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions)

toundation STONE
Italianate walls Weatherboard
Greek Revival

root ASPHALT
other WOOD
Cast _lron

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Description

This excellent two-story three-bay-wide frame residence is located at 179 E. Huron
Street and is a highly intact transitional example of the [talianate style whose
earliest portion was built in 1858 for newly arrived saw mill owner and lumber
dealer Nelson F. Beckwith and tamily. The Beckwiths had previously lived in the
nearby village of Omro, Wisconsin and their move to the upper Fox River community of .
Berlin coincided with the cresting of a population boom that had increased the local
population from 250 in 1850 to 2800 in 1857, the year Herlin was officially
incorporated as a city.* Much of this qrowth was due to Berlin's growing importance
as a transportation hub and this importance was further enhanced in August of 1857
when the tracks of the Milwaukee and Horicon Railroad were extended to Berlin trom
the nearby city of Ripon. Beckwith built his house 1n the newly created city in the
the following year and set himself up as a lumber dealer. In 1863, five years atter
building his house, Beckwith built a new brick hotel in Berlin called the Beckwith
House {extant but considerably altered) which he then leased to others. Seven years
later, in 1870, Beckwith sold out his various business interests in Berlin, having
already sold his house to another saw mill owner, Solomon C. Harmon, in 1869.

Harmon immediately built a one-bay-wide two-story addition ot nearly identical
design across the west-facing side elevation of the house's original two-bay-wide
cupola-crowned main block, giving the building its present day appearance.* By
then, Berlin had settled down to a more orderly pace of growth and by 1980 the city
had a population ot 5478 and a national reputation as the "Fur and Leather City"
based on its having become a center of specialty clothing manufacturing.

The Beckwith house is one of the earliest of the many architecturally impressive
houses constructed in the gently sloping neighborhood surrounding East Side Park
(aka Nathan Strong Park), Berlin's oldest public space. 'This park was donatea to
the city by Nathan Strong (7-1852), the founder of Berlin, and consists of a single
square block containing a band stand and an impressive war memorial and sculptural
group known as the Soldiers and Sailors Monument. The park is bounded on the east
by North Church street, on the north by kast Park Avenue, on the west by North State
Street, and on the south by East Huron Street--the principal thoroughtare of the
city ot Berlin--and the Beckwith house is located directly across the street from
the southwest corner of the park towards the rear of the large 140 foot by 140 foot
double lot which forms the northwest corner of the intersection of East Huron Street
and North State Street. ‘‘his conspicuous corner location on East Huron Street
directly across trom one of the maln entrances to kast side bark has made the
Beckwith house one of Berlin's most visible local landmark.

+ Gillett, Lulubelle C. Early Houses in Berlin, Wisconsin. Worzalla Publishing
Company, Stevens Point, Wisconsin, 1376, Pg. x.

% Evidence of this addition can still be seen today in the vertical line on the main
facade between the left and the middle bays that resulted from the meeting of the
butt ends of the 1869 siding and the original siding.

X _ See continuation sheet
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The house is free-standing and its principal facade taces south onto East Huron
Street. fThe house now has an L-shaped plan that consists ot a two-story rectilinear
main block with overall dimensions measuring approximately 45 feet wide by 35 teet
deep. A 22 toot wide by 26 foot deep one-and-a-half-story rectilinear ell known as
"the north wing" is connected to the north-tacing rear elevation.? The dimensions
of today's main block, however, reflect the 1869 addition built by the Harmons. The
original portion of the main block appears to have also been rectilinear in plan and.
was approximately 27 feet wide by 35 feet deep and each elevation was two-bays

wide. The north wing was then located in the same position it now occupies but may
have originally been freestanding and connected to the main block by a short

hyphen. It is now attached to the rear of the north-facing elevation of that
portion of the main block built by the Harmons.

The Beckwith house's exterior walls rest on cement-covered fieldstone toundation
walls which enclose a crawlspace that underlies the entire house except tor a
portion under the northwest corner of the main block that consists of a small 10
foot by 8 foot cellar of normal depth whose walls are also made ot fieldstone. 'This
cellar's position underneath that portion of the house added by the Harmons in 18bY
may indicate that it too was added at that time although its position would aiso
have placed it just outside the kitchen wing constructed by the Beckwiths, in which
case it may have originally bheen utilized as a root or storm cellar. The exterior
walls that rest on these foundations still have thelr original, beautifully
maintainea weatherboard cladding throughout and these walls are enframed by a system
ot corner pilasters, corner boards, water tables, and cornices; the complexity ot
whose design varies depending on whether one 1s discussing the main block or the
kitchen wing. All the exterior walls terminate i1n wide overhanging eaves which botn
shelter thne walls themselves and support the asphalt shingle covered roots above.
The root of the main block is unusual. That part which covers the original portion
consists ot a very shallowly pitched hip root which has a square plan cupola ot
decidedly Italianate style design centered on it. When the house was expanded by
the Harmons, the same roof design was replicated and the pitch of the original
slopes was respected but that portion in the center which would have been covered by
a cupola was left as a fiat deck adjacent to the original cupola, and this deck is
encircled by wrought iron cresting. In keeping with its subordinate status, the
roof of the kitchen wing has a simple gable torm whose ridgeline runs north-south
and is lower in height than the cornice of the main block.

The south-facing kast Huron Street tacade is the principal elevation of the Beckwith
house and the main entrance to the building is placed in a projecting vestibule in
the center bay of this three-bay-wide composition. This tacade is rectangular in
shape and is asymmetrical in appearance with the wider left-hand bay being the one
added by the Harmons in 1869. The facade is enframed by plain corner pilasters at
either end that are topped with simple capitals, and also by a wide, transitional

2 Letter from Mrs. Helen Harmon Taylor to Mrs. Virginia S. Walker. July 20, 1944,
In the possession of Mrs. Walker.
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design bracketed wooden cornice above. This cornice has as its model a classically
composed entablature and has a simple architrave at its base which is then separated
trom the wider but equally simple frieze above it by a band molding strip. This
portion of the entablature is then terminated by a band of denticulated blocks. A
wide overhanging cornice with panelled soffits shelters the frieze and architrave
below and the cornice itself is of three-part construction and is terminated by a
crown molding. Six pairs ot elaborately scroll-sawn sandwich brackets are then
atfixed at regular intervals along the length of the tace of the trieze and appear
to support the cornice above.

The most prominent feature of this tacade is the combination tlat rooted entrance
vestibule and tront porch salient that covers the middle and right-hand bays of the
tirst tloor. fThe vestibule 1s approximately ¥ teet wide ana b iteet deep and tight
is admitted into both 1t and the entrance hall beyvond by a system ot windows placed
in and around the single south-facing entrance door. ‘The door has a large single
light filled with pieces ot clear beveled plate glass set i1n an elaborate geometric
pattern that are held in place by metal cames. !t 1s flanked by simllariy tilled
sidelights and these three elements are all surmounted by a broad, segmentally
arched transom light wnich is also filled in the same manner as the other windows.?®
The door, its surrounding windows, and their trames are all treated as a unit that
1s inset approximately 1 foot into the vestibule and the reveals ot this tlat-arched
recess are panelled in the same manner as the soffits ot the roof cornice. Pairec
pilasters flank both sides of this recess and the outermost pilaster ot each pair is
a corner pilaster that wraps around the corner of the vestibule. These pilasters
have tall pedestals, chamifered shafts, and stylized non-traditional capitals and
that portion of the main wall of the vestibule visible between the individual
pilasters of each pair contains a tall, thin panel that has been recessed into the
main wall. A small, narrow side door having a segmentally arched head is placed at
the rear of both the east and the west-facing sides of the vestibule. Each of these
doors has a single panel placed below a tall, segmentally arched single light which
is filled with the same clear, geometrically patterned beveled plate glass that is
used in the front door and there is also a pilaster attached to the wall on the
southerly (outermost) side of each door which is identical in design to those that
flank the entrance door. The vestibule 1s then surmounted by a bracketed cornice
whose frieze is decorated with a frieze band with a repeated scallop motit along the
lower edge.

To the right ot the vestibule is an equally deep screened porch that covers the
remainder ot the right-hand portion of the first rioor of the main facade and also

4 while the beveled glass that fills the various window in the entrance vestibule is
clearly newer than the house itself, it predates the period ot ownership of the
present owners who acquired the house in 1944. Such glass was avallable rrom many
sources before and atter the turn-of-the-century and its incorporation into the
Beckwith house may date from that period.
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shelters the tall pair of French doors with transom lights above that are centered
in the right-hand bay of the first tloor and that admit light into the main living
room of the nouse. This porch has a raised concrete pad floor and its tlat roof is
supported by two free-standing posts that are identical in design to the pilasters
that tlank the entrance door and the post that supports the corner of the porch is
also doubled by a similar pilaster which 1s placed directly behind it on the main
wall of the house. The cornice of the porch roof is now a continuation of the
cornice of the vestibule and is identical to it in design. This porch is a later
modification of a smaller one of very similar design that originally occupied the
same position. Sanborn-Perris maps show that this earlier porch had the same
dimensions as the bay window which makes up the first floor of the bay to the left
of the entrance vestibule and that it was attached to the vestibhule in a similar
manner. Later, between 1911 and 1926, this porch was enlarged to its present size
using the structural and decorative elements ot the original and such additions to
the length of the cornice as were necessary to accommodate the revised dimensions.?

The first floor ot the lett-hand bay on the main facade consists of a large one-
story-tall tlat-roofed bay window of rectilinear plan that measures approximately 3
feet deep by 1z feet wide. Light enters the bay and the dining room of the house
behind it through two pairs of tall, thin one-over-one light double-hung windows
facing south and through single windows of identical design located on the east and
west-facing sides ot the bay. A simple rectilinear panel! is recessed into the face
ot the bay just below each window and the detaiiing of the bay is identical in
design with that ot the vestibule and teatures individual pilasters positioned on
either side of each window with the outermost two being corner pilasters that wrap
around the corners of the bay. Tnhe cornice ot the bay is identical to that used on
the vestipbule and it and the roof ot the bay are extended across the space between
the bay and the vestibule, creating a covered recess between the two.

The left-hand bay of the second tloor ot the main tacade contains a pairea group of
tall flat-arched one-over-one light double-hung windows that light the master
bedroom of the house. The pair is topped py a simple crown which imitates the
uppermost portions of the main cornice above. The middle bay and the right-hand bay
both contain identical French windows, each ot whose two three-light halves opens
inward. ‘rhe middle window lights the second tloor hall while the right-hand window
lights a bedroom. kach ot these two windows 1s topped by simple crown identical to
that used above the paired group in the lett-hand bay and all three windows are of
equal height and have louvered shutters although only those shutters belonging to
the middle and right-hand bays are functional.

“ Sanborn-Perris Fire Insurance Maps of Berlin, Wisconsin. Sanborn-Perris Map
Company, New York, New York, 1895, 1905, 1911, and 192Z6. Mention of this change is
also made in a letter to Mrs. Virginia $. Walker from Mrs. Helen Harmon Taylor dated
October 3, 1948. Mrs. Taylor lived in the Beckwith house between 1899 and 1912 and
this letter is in the possession of Mrs. Walker.



NPS Form 10-900a

(Rev. B-86)

Wisconsin Word Processor Format
Approved 2/87

United States Department ot the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

CONTINUATION SHEET

Nelson F. Beckwith House, Berlin, Green Lake County, Wisconsin
Section number 1 Page 1.4

The main facade is surmounted by the asphalt shingle-covered hip root that covers
the main block of the house. 'The slopes of the hipped portion ot this root have a
very low pitch and the roof is then topped by a broad deck whose most prominent
feature is the asymmetrically placed square plan Iltalianate style wooden cupola that
is centered between the middle and right-hand bays of the main facade. 'Thls cupola
also has a hipped roof and it is completely original. Each of its tour sides
consists ot a triple group of one-over-one light double-hung windows whose upper
sash has a semi-circular arched light. EKach indivicual window has its own semi-
circular-arched drip mold and the windows are then surmounted by a bracketed and
denticulated cornice which 1s a scaled down version ot the main cornice ot the
house. The cupola's cornices are identical in design to those below except that
they use smaller scroll-sawn paired brackets made out ot single thicknesses ot wood
instead of ones made out of sandwiched construction such 3as are tound on the main
cornice. An unusual feature of this cupola 1s the use o1 brackets at the corners
the base of the structure. These brackets are attacned to both the main roof and
the walls ot the cupola and they are placed dlirectiv below the similar pairs ot
brackets in the cornice. The remainder of tne deck portion or the main rootf 1is
enclosed by wrought 1ron cresting which was added to the rooi between 1899 and
1909,°

t
c

oD

The east-tacing side elevation of the main block 0i the house 1S two-bays wide and
is entramed by the same corner piiasters and cornics tound on the main tacade. 'this
elevation faces towards the park and the left-hand z£ay on the tirst tloor contains a
single tall pair ot tlat-arched French doors surmounted by a transom light above,
which light the main living room of the house. kacn door opens inwara and contains
three lights and the entire unit of doors and transom is surmounted by the same
simple crown which imitates the uppermost portions ot the main cornice above. The
window in the second floor of this bay is identical with that pelow except that it
lacks the transom lights. An identical window occupies the second tloor ot the
right-hand bay. Both of these windows light bedrooms. The first floor of the right-
hand bay of this elevation is covered by a fine tive-sided polygonal tlat-rooted
wooden bay window that was probably added when the Harmons bought the house in
1869.7 The two innermost faces ot this bay window poth contain a single one-light
casement window that 1s surmounted by a fixed semi-circular arched transom light.
The three remaining faces each contain paired one-light casement windows, each pair
of which is surmounted by a large, fixed single-light segmental arched transom
light. A bracketed cornice encircles the bay above the windows and a single

© Letter trom Mrs. Helen Harmon Taylor to Mrs. Virginla s. Walker. october 3,

1948. In the possession of Mrs. Walker.

7 This assertion is conjectural. The earliest rendering ot the HBeckwith house
uncovered i1n the course of this research is shown on the bird's eye view of the City
of Berlin printed in 1867. ‘hls view 1llustrates the house Just before 1ts purchase
by the Harmons and shows it in its original two-pay-wlde 3tate and also depicts the
cupola but 1t does not show the east-tacing bpay.
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recessed panel is placed below each window or group of windows. All ot the windows
on this facade excepting the bay window have operable jouvered shutters and these
are identical to the ones tound on the main facade. ‘here 1s also a tall red brick
chimney placed on the main roor between the two bays which exhausts the Living room
fireplace.

The west-facing side elevation ot the mailn block ot the Beckwith house is three-bays.
wide and is asymmetrical in composition, unlike the two-bay-wide east-tacling
elevation, and it is enframed by the same corner pilasters and cornice useda on the
main tacade. The middle and the right-hand bays are separated by a tall red brick
chimney mass built in 1951 that pierces the main cornice and exhausts the dining
room fireplace and the furnace. Both the riqght-hand bay and the miadie bay on the
tirst floor each contains a single tall pair of tlat-arched rrench doors, surmounted
by a transom light above, and both ot these pairs or doors light the dining room of
the house. Ekach door opens 1nward and contains three Lights and the entire unit ot
doors and transom is surmounted by the same simple crown which imitates the
uppermost portions ot the main cornice above. A single window 1s piaced in the
second tloor of eacnh orf these bays and both aamif light to the master bedroom.

These windows are similar in height and width to those tound elsewhere on the second
floor of the main block but they consist of single two-over-two Light double-hung
windows instead ot the French doors tound elsewhere. 'The rirst tloor of the lett-
hand bay contains a small paired group of later double-hung windows which is
surmounted by the same simple crown as tne rest of the windows on the main block and
the second floor of this bay contains a thinner but equally tall version of the
other double-hung second floor windows on this elevation.

The rear or north-tacing elevation of the main block 1s three-bays wide ana is also
asymmetrical in composition and it 1s entramed by the same corner piiasters and
cornice used on the main tacade. ‘''he left-hand bay teatures the same tenestration
nattern tound elsewhere on the original portion ot the main block with the first
tloor having a pair ot tall tnree-lignht French doors with transom lights above that
in this case nelp to light the living room. ‘he second tloor has a pair ol three-
light ¥rench doors without the transom light above that help to lignt a bedroom.

‘he second tloor ot the middle pay contains a window identical to that in the
adjacent letft-hand bay and this window lights the second floor bathroom. Neither of
these windows are as tall as those on the front and east-tacing elevations. ‘he
first tloor ot the middle bay contains a large, later triple window group that
lights the den of the house. ¥nls window group features three, three-over-one light
double-hung windows, each one ot which has a small three-iight transom window above
it. Both the first and second floors of the right-hand bay of this elevation are
covered by what would be the south-tacing elevation of the attached one-and-a-half-
story north wing ot the house.
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The north wing (aka kitchen wing) ot the Beckwith house i3 a one-and-a-hatf-story,
rectilinear plan, 22 toot wide by 26 toot deep ell, which is surmounted by a gable
roof whose ridgeline runs north-south and whose single visible gable end faces
north. ‘"Yhis ell is also sided in weatherboard and each ot the three visible
elevations is enframed by simple corner boards, water table boards, and by wide
tascia boards placed just below the broad, overhanging eaves ot the roof. The east-
tacing facade of this ell is three-bays-wide and is asymmetrical in composition.

The tirst floor of the lett-hand bay contains a later pair of three-over—-two light
double-hung windows that light the main kitchen ot the house. The tirst floor of
the middle bay contains an entrance door having a six-light window in 1ts upper half
and this door is sheltered by a fine open entrance porch whose hip root is supported
by two chamtered shatts that have ralsed pedestals and capitals as decoration. ‘the
space between each porch shatt and the main wall behind it is filled py a wooden
slat-backed bench of a later date than the rest of the porch. ‘The tirst ftloor ot
the right-hand bay contains a window that lights a pathroom and this window nhas a
simple eared trame and the window 1tself consists of a clear rectilinear pane
surrounded by a trame composed of smailer rectilinear panes ot colored glass. ‘1wo
small two-light rectilinear windows similar to eyebrow windows are placed in the
halt story abcove the first fioor on this tacade and these windows are positioned
over the tirst tloor winaows in the lett and the rignt-hnand pays and light the
second tloor storage room.

‘'ne rear or north-tacing tacade of the north wing is asymmetrical in composition ana
contains a six-over-six light window placed in the center ot the gabie end that
lights a storage room inside. An identical window is placed slightly oft center on
the first floor just below and another window ot the same design is placed on the
right-hand edge of this facade. Eoth of these windows light the old summer kitchen
of the house. The first fliloor windows flank an eight-panel rear door located
between the windows which is surmounted by a tour-light transom window.

The west-facing facade of the north wing is also asymmetrical in composition and is
three-bays-wide. kach bay difters in width and the rirst tloor ot the left-hand bay
contains a paneled door that 1s sheltered by a fine wooden hipped-roof entrance
hood. ‘'fhis hood has a wide fascia surmounted by a muilti-part cornice identical to
the one that crowns the cornice of the main roof of the wing and it is supported by
two large elaborately scroll-sawn brackets that tiank the door opening. A small two-
light rectilinear window similar to an eyebrow window is placed in the nalf story
just above the door and an identical window is placed in the hali story above the
tall eight-light window that tills the first tloor ot the right-nand bay and lights
an ottice room inside. 'fhere is also an identical eight-tight window placed between
the door and the other window in the tirst floor ot the miadle bay. Because the
westerly edge of this wing projects beyond the west-tacing wall ot tne main block ot
the house, a small, thin one-over-one light window has been placed on the tirst
tloor of the exposed portion of the south-tacing wall of the wing ilmmediately
adjacent to the main block.
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Each of the four owners of the Beckwith house has altered the interior of the house
to some degree although most ot the changes to the main block occurred shortly after
the Harmons took possession in 1869. The original floorplan of the first floor ot
the main block consisted of a long, narrow entrance hall on the westerly, left-hand
side of the block. To the north, behind this hall, was another room and two parlors
were ranged along the entire eastern side of the block. After the Harmons purchased
the property the partition between the tront and back parlors was removed and a new
two-story addition was added across the entire west side of the block. The first
floor of this addition contained a new dining room just to the left of the entrance
hall, and a new serving pantry was added just behind, and to the north of the dining
room. All of the rooms that resulted from this remodeling are still intact today.
The only signiticant changes later owners made involved building in several pileces
of very fine carved furniture into the living room and den and replacing the
original first floor mantlepieces and ceiling lighting fixtures with later examples.

The interior of the Beckwith house still contains most of those architectural and
decorative elements which make the interior of this house one of Berlin's best
examples of the Italianate style. Entrance to the interior is gained by passing
through the already described outside entrance door into the vestibule which, as a
result of the 1869 remodeling, had assumed a central position on the main facade.
The inner vestibule door is made of heavy wood construction and has two tall, thin
plate glass lights placed above a paneled lower portion. Both lights are made of
clear glass and are decorated with an elaborately etched vase and flower pattern as
is the rectilinear transom light above the door. The rectangular entrance hall
beyond is approximately 20 feet deep and 10 feet wide and the ceilings here and
elsewhere on the first floor are 10% feet tall. The main staircase is placed along
the left-hand side of this hall and ascends in a straight flight to a radiating
termination at the top of the run. To the immediate left of the entrance door is
another paneled door that opens into a coat closet framed into the enclosed space
beneath the stairs. This closet was added between 1929 and 1944 and it replaced a
tall niche that was originally used to display an appropriately large piece of
statuary.® The balustrade of the staircase begins from a large turned and tapered
newel post and continues in an uninterrupted flight upwards and around the open well
of the stairs before terminating against the west wall of the second floor hall.
This balustrade is composed of tall, thin taper-top balusters which support the
traditionally styled wooden handrail. Elaborately scroll-sawn decorative brackets
are placed under the returned nosings of the open string stairs. The wide baseboard
that encircles the base of the walls in the entrance hall is original and is just
over 1 foot tall and it is echoed by the crown moldings above. The ceiling light
fixture was added between 1929 and 1944 and hangs from the hall's original plaster
circular pattern ceiling rosette. The hall furniture was brought to the: house by
the current occupants and is appropriate both in size and design.

& Letter from Mrs. Helen Harmon Taylor to Mrs. Virginia S. Walker. July 20, 1948.
In the possession of Mrs. Walker. o
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Two large floor-to-cei1iing height semi-circular-arched tour-panel pocket doors are
placed tacing each other on the right (east) and the lett (west) walls at the north
end of the hall. Structural considerations precluded the use ot the double pocket
doors which more typically £i1ll openings of this size so both Goors were made in one
piece instead. Each door has a semi-circular-arched opening enframed by wide
moldings similar to those used in the baseboard ot the hall and the right-hand door
opens into the 35-foot-long by 15-foot-wide living room. “This room has been altered.
twice since the house was built. ‘“The major remodeling occurred when the Harmon
tamily bought the house from the Beckwiths in 1869 and the room was later
redecorated when the Scobie family bought the house from the Harmons in 19729.
Originally, this space consisted or two smaller rooms but the Harmons removed the
partition between them in 1869 1n order to create this space. ‘The unequal size of
these original rooms is still evident. ‘he west wall of the living room on the left
side of the entrance door opening projects approximately cne oot deeper into tine
room than the corresponding wall on the right side and the resulting corner ot this
projection makes a 39U~ quarter-round turn immediately to the left of the entrance
door. YTall pairs of French doors are centered on the north and south walls of tne
room and an identical palr is placed to the rignt of the living room fLireplace which
is located on the east wall or the room dlrectly opposite the entrance door

opening. 0Originally, there was also another pair of vrencn doors to the left of tne
tirepiace but these were removed by the Harmons in Ll¥vY and replacea oy the deep
polygonal pay window that now occupies the same position.

The taitl celling and ¥French doors of the [tallanate style room the Harmons occupied
already haog a somewhalt "French" appearance which was emphasized 1n the redecoration
the room received shortly atter tne scobie tamily bought tne nouse in LY29. Tne
most obvious sign ot this redecoration 15 tne excellent white marble mantelpiece
that now decorates the room's tireplace. With i1ts classically inspired design, its
tinely carved supporting console brackets below the mantelsnelt, and i1ts tlat-arched
opening, this mantelpiece is distinctively rrench in appearance and it replaced the
earlier mantelpiece in use when the Scobies bougnht the house.® ‘rhe Scobie family
also made other changes to the living room besides replacing the original
mantelpiece. The mirrored overmantel also dates from the 1929 remodeling as do the
pair of built-in bookcases that flank the rrench doors on the north watl. ‘'These

? This mantelpiece and another one in the dining room were added py Mrs. #lorence
Case Scobie who purchased the house with her husband, Fred Scobie, in 1929 and lived
there until 1944 when the present owners bought the building. Both mantelpieces and
other i1tems in the house such as the built-in bookcases that tlank the window at the
north end of the living room are belleved to have come rrom the Gallun tamily
mansion in Milwaukee. Mrs. Scobie's sister was Helen Case Gallun who in 1929 was
the widow of Arthur Gallun, a member of the tamily that operated the ‘rostel &
Gallun tannery (NRHP 1984) and the A. ¥. Gallun Co. tannery in Milwaukee. Mrs.
Gallun 1is known to have been active in helping her sister restore and remodel the
Beckwith house and she 15 belleved to have made some ot the turnishings from the
Milwaukee house available to her sister.
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bookcases are identical and are hatf as tall as the room and each is surmounted by a
simplitied entablature naving a carved vine motit attixed to the trieze panel. 'he
walls of the living room were also altered to create a more tormal appearance.

These walls are made ot a verv hard, smooth plaster which the Scobies nad covered
with a tine linen canvas, as they did all the other unpapered walls 1n the main
block ot the house. Atterwaras, thin strips of wood moiding were applied to the
wails in such a way as to form rectilinear patterns sugqgestive of the raised molding
tound on the simplest wood-paneled walls.*Y A chair rail was also adaed to the
walls and the crown molding was somewhat reduced in size. Finally, an earlier

light tixture placed in the center of tne ceiling was replaced with the iine crystal
chandelier that 1s stiil in place today. Fortunately, the Scobies retained the
elaborately pilerced metal rosette set i1n a circular piaster surrouna that the
original chandelier hung from. This remodeling resuited in & room that 15 rormai iq
teeling without peing overly elaborate 1n desian.

A smaller, flat-arched doorway 1s located on the west wall of the living room to the
lett ot the principal entrance and opens into a smaii, rectilinear pian room located
behind and to the north ot the entrance hail. When the Harmon family owned the
nouse this room was called the nursery and it was usz2d as a bedroom and playroom for
children. Since the Scobie family acquired the house this room has been used as a
combination liprary and den because it contains the very rine carved bookcase and an
equally fine desk that Mrs. Scobie had built into the room atter she acquired them
from Mrs. Gallun. ‘the elaborately carved German Renaissance revival style tall-
tront desk is now attached to the wall on the northerly side of the door opening
that leads into the living room. The equally elaborate but stylistically less well
detined ceiling height bookcase is placed diagonally across trom the desk on the
west wall of the den just to the lett of a second doorway that leaas into the
kitchen beyond. Both the desk and bookcase have been painted since they were
installed but are otherwise intact. Light 1s admitted to this room through the
previously mentioned triple window group that replaced the room's original window
sometime in the first quarter ot this century.

The doorway in the west wall of the den leads 1nto the main kltchen ot the house.
‘this L shaped room occuples approximately halt ot the tirst rioor ot the north wing
ana was createa atter 1929 when tnhe full-widtn rectiliipnear space used tor everyday
dining by the Harmons that originally made up the southernmost third of tnis tloor
was combined with the original kitchen which occuplea the east halt ot the middie
third. ‘'he western halt ot the middle third of this tloor contains a small room
called the sewing room, the nortnernmost portion of tne tloor contains a small
bathroom and the old summer kitchen ot the house, which 1s ditferentiated trom the
other rooms in this wing by having untinisned, roughly cut clapboard covered walls.
Y 'his was a popular decorator's device in the Jate 1920s and in the 1930s and it
was often used on the interior walls of rrench Provincial style houses ot the
period.
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Just to the letft as one enters the kitchen from the den 15 a doorway placed in the
south wall of the kitchen. ‘'his door opens onto an enclosed staircase that ascends
to the second floor ot the north wing and the run ot this staircase parallels the
south wall of the kitchen and terminates in a small, enclosed hall at the top of the
stairs. A door in the north wall of this hall opens 1nto a large, rectilinear room
whose steeply sloping ceiling walls echo the shape of the main root above. This
room has been used for storage since the Harmon's occupancy and a door in its north
wall opens into a second and smaller rectilinear room once used as a maid's room
during the Harmon's period ot ownership and now also used for storage.** AlL the
walls in the upstairs rooms ot the north wing and the walls of the stalrcase that
leads up to them are made ot the same smooth, hard plaster tound elsewhere in the
house and exist in their original raw, unpainted state.

A second doorway located at the opposite end ot the soutn wall of the kitchen opens
into a four-toot-deep passageway between the kitchen and the tormal dining room ot
the house. A doorway on the lett (east) side ot this passageway opens onto an
enclosed stairway that descends to tne pasement. On the wall opposite this door is
a built-in china cupboard designed to serve the dining room. ‘'his cuppoard dates
trom the Harmon's tenure and has two tall doors having tall, hasket-nandle-arched
panels inset into them placed above UWo very large drawers.

The last room on the tirst tioor of the main Dlock is the tormal aining room. ‘ne
principal entrance to this room 1S5 through the lert (west) pocket door at the north
end ot the entrance nhall and tnis rectlinear room 1s approximateiy 22 teet long by
15 feet wide and it 1is ilt by the large rectllinear bay window which takes up almost
all ot the south wall of the room, and by twWO palirs 0f rrencn doors on the west side
ot the room which tlank the tireplace. Like the rirepiace 1n the living room, tnis
one has a taitl, filat-arched opening and the mantelpiece surrounding it is also
distinctively rrench iln appearance and replaced the earlier mantelpiece in use when
the Scobie tamlly bougnt the house.** 'I'nis example 1s -made oi a distinctiveliy
velined blue and white marble and has tapered and tluted pilasters on either side ot
the opening which support an entablature having a tluted trieze topped by a cornice
tormed by the mantleshelf; this is then surmounted by a large mirrored overmantel
framed in wood molding. *The walls are covered in a brocade pattern Lincrusta paper
that was hung in the 192Us. Otherwise, the room is totally original and has its
original baseboards and chair rail. ‘The most striking ot the original features ot
the room is the tall built-in china cupboard located towards the south end of the
east wall. ''nis cupboard reaches almost to the ceiling and it has two tall, narrow
doors, each of which has a tall, narrow semi-circular arched glass panel inset into
it. These doors are entframed by a shouldered architrave surmounted by a tall,

*+ Letter trom Mrs. Helen Harmon ‘faylor to Mrs. Virginia S. walker. July 20, 1948.
In the possession of Mrs. Walker.

*+% The dining room mantlepiece 1s engraved with the legend "Made in France" on the
underside of the mantleshelf.
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segmental-arched entablature which gives the cupboard an Italianate style
appearance.

The second tlocor of the main plock is reached by the staircase 1n the entrance
haitl. The continuation ot the stair rail encircles the open well ot this staircase
and terminates against the west wall ot the large, rectilinear plan second floor
hall. At the top of the staircase the west wall of the hall makes a large 930"
quarter-round turn as this wall joins the tront wall ot the house and a small semi-
circular arch niche 1s set into the curve ot the wall at this point. ‘the second
tioor hall is almost identical in size with the first tfioor hall and is Lit by the
tall paired French windows on the south wall ang by a lamp nanging trom the
celling. ‘The appearance or this hall today 15 almost identical to the appearance it
had atter being moditied by the Harmon ramily 1in 1869 and the hall stil:i contains
its original baseboards, door surrounds, and crown moidings.

‘fhree paneled doors are placed on the east wall 0r tne hall and the tirst
doors open into two good-sized bedrooms tnat occupy the northeast and soutne
corners ot the tioor. ‘I'he middle qoor ¢t tne three 15 the entrance to tn =
that leads up to the roottop cupola. 0Un the north wall ot the nall 1s a sin
paneled door that opens 1nto a large bathroom that was oriainally another bedroom
betore being converted by the Scobie famity 1n 1929. Rectilinear white tiles were
used to cover tne walls ot this room hali way up to the ceiling and these tiles were
surmounted by a course of small colored tiles placea just below the terminating
course. ‘he floor was also covered with small square white tiles, a tine pedestal
sink was installed on the north wall opposite the door, ana a sunken tub was
installed in a tiled recess to the lett or the door. These changes resulted 1in a
room having a distinctive 1Y920s appearance and it has been well maintained by the
present owner ot the house.

The west wall of the hall has a single paneled door which opens into the master
bedroom ot the house. This large rectilinear plan room takes up two-thirds or the
length of the west side of this tloor witn the remaining portion being occupiled by
an adjoining trunk room. ‘'he walls ot this bedroom, lLike the walls of the living
room downstalrs, were altered by the Scopnie tamily in 1929 when thin strips ot wood
molding were applied to them in such a way as to torm ltarge, rectlilinear patterns
suggestive of the raised molding tounad on the simplest wood paneied walls. ‘'his
change gave the room a sense of tormallty that was then accentuated by the rurniture
chosen tor the room. Also, untlke the ¥rench winaows rounc in the otLher rooms on
this ftloor, the tall windows which Light the master bedroom are double-hung even
though they are carried down to the tloor.

‘'he Beckwith house still retains its original rectilinear corner lot and this lot lis
now enclosed on its east and south sides py a simple wrougnt iron tence that 1is set
in a raised brick base and supported at its ends by brick piers. ‘This tence was
added by the Scobie tamily in 1929 and they aiso had the path to the entrance door
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altered at the same time. ‘This resulted in the straight concrete walk which ran
trom the sidewalk to the tront door being replacea by the semi-circular brick walk
that is still 1n place today. The only other change ot note that has aitered the
lot was the addition ot a concrete driveway running along the north edge ot the
property leading to a tine two-car garage located con the northwest corner of the
lot. Both ot these resources were constructed in tne iast years ot the Harmon's
ownership.*? T'he garage 1is rectilinear in plan ana is sided in weatherboard and
its hip roof is asphait shingle-covered and has wide overhanging eaves supported by
exposea ratter ends. Both the north and south-tacing elevations of this building
have a single triple window group containing three six-over-six light windows
centered on them, while the sectional roll-up overhead door that taces east 1S
probably a replacement tor the original doors.

The present owner of the Beckwith house, Mrs. Virginia §. Walker, has been
meticulous in maintalning the building since she ana her late husband acquired 1t in
1944 but has otherwise done almost nothing to alter 1t. As a result, the house
today still looks remarkably the way it did when occupied by both the Beckwiths and
the Harmons.

+2# The exact date ot the construction ot this garage is unknown but it does not

appear on the 1911 Sanborn-rPerris Company tire insurance map of Berlin and does

appear on the next (1926) Sanborn-Perris map. A date somewhere between 1911 and
1926 is also consistent with the general appearance of the building.



8. statement of Significance — . . e
Certitying ofticlal has considered the signlticance of Chis property 1h relatlon to

other properties: nationally statewide __ X _ locally
Applicable National Register Criteria A B X C D
Criteria Considerations (kxceptions) A B C b | G

Areas ot Signiticance

(enter categories from instructions) Period ot Signiticance signiticant Dates
Architecture 1858-1869 18o4++
1869+®

Cultural Affiliation
_N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A i unknown

State signiticance ot property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and
areas and periods of siqniticance noted above.

signiticance

‘'he Nelson F. Beckwith house 1s being nominated to tne National Register ot Historic
Places (NRHP) for its local significance under National Register (NR) criterion C.
More specitically, the Heckwlth house 15 peilng nominatea pecause ot 1ts association
with the area of Architecture; a theme which 15 also identitiea 1n the state of
Wisconsin's cultural Resource Management blan (CKMP). Kese3arch was undertaken to
assess the NRHY peotential or tne Heckwith house utillzing the Greek Revival style
and the ttalianate style supsectlons ot the Architectural sStyles study unit ot tne
CRMP. The results ot this research is detailed below and contirms that the Beckwithn
house is locally signiticant under NR criterion ¢ as a residence whose design 1S an
excellent example of the transition taking place in the middle 1850s trom the Greek
Revival style to the newly tashionable ltalianate style. ‘he first owner ot the
house was Nelson K. Beckwith, a prominent local businessman who moved to Berlin with
his wite and children from nearby Omro, Wisconsin in the mid 185Us. Beckwith
operated a saw mill in Berlin as he had previously in umro and built his house on
Huron Street in 1853. By 18bZ he was well enough otf tinancially to puild the
Beckwith House hotel (extant) three blocks further to the west on Huron Street.

This building served as Herlin's leading hotel for neariy a century under a variety
ot ditferent names and kept Beckwith's name alive 1n Berlin long atter the man
himself had passed trom the scene. fThe Beckwith tamily's residence is located on
the corner ot Huron Street and State Street opposite the city ot Berlin's oldest
public park and it is one of the most prominent houses in an area which has been
Berlin's most elite residential neighborhood since before the Civil War. Berlin is
tortunate in having a number ot other excellent examples of both the Greek Revival
and the ltallianate styles, most oL which are located witnin a few blocks ot the

+* Abstract of Title for 179 kast Huron street. 1n the possession ot Mrs. virginia
S. Walker, the current owner of the house,
*® Letter from Mrs. Helen Harmon ‘laylor to Mrs. Virglnia S. Walker. October 3,
1948. [n the possession of Mrs. Walker.

_ X See continuation sheet
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Beckwith house. 'he Beckwith house is one ot the oldest of these buildings and one
ot the most intact, and it 1s also one ot the tew examples 1n Berlin that
illustrates the transitional phase between the two styles. In addition, the house
possesses a largely intact, well maintained and potentially signiticant interior.

Historic Context

‘'he city of Beritin owes its existence to the tact that its site 1s the location ot
the narrowest part of the channel ot the upper Fox River ror a number of miles in
either direction. As a result, this site was chosen 1in January ot l¥4b as the
crossing point for a road whose route was being surveyed between the city of Fond du
Lac, located on Lake Winnebago, and the village ot Plover, locatea on the Wisconsin
River in Portage County just south of the city ot Stevens Point. This road, like
many others of the period, was intended to create an overiand linkage between
several of Wisconsin's 1inland waterways and retlects the high priority the early
citizens ot Wwisconsin gave to the creation and lmprovement of wisconsin's water
transportation routes. Indeed, so great was the importance attached to access to
transportation--especlially to water transportation--that proximity to a
transportation route was otten the singie most important tactor 1n establishing the
location of a community and was also a principal determinant in a community's
subsequent success or tallure. Consequently, sites located where land and water
routes met, as they did at perlin, were especially prized since they seemed to otiter
a community a double chance tor success. '

1t is hardly surprising that a number ot Wisconsin cities were tounded by the men
who originally surveyed these early transportation routes and were theretore the
tirst to recognize the opportunities tor tuture settlement some sites contained.
Such was the case of Berlin, whose site was tirst seen on January L, L84t by a party
ot road surveyors consisting ot Nathan H. Strong, Hugh G. Martin, Hiram Barnes, and
William Dickey. 'his same group had explored the sections of the KFox Rlver above
and below this point the year before and had cecided to claim and settle the land
that surrounded the site ot any suitable river crossing tney tround.*® Their taith
1n the ultimate success ot any site they might choose was packed by their beliet in
the 1mportance ot the proposed development of a ship canal between the Fox and
Wisconsin Rivers. ''his canal was designed to tacilitate the movement of water
transport between the Great Lakes and the Mississippl River and its history is
discussed in the lnland Waterways subsection ot the ‘''ransportation study unit in the
CRMP ., *7

+¢ portralt and_Bilodraphical Album ot Green Lake, Marquette and Waushara tounties.
Acme Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois, 1890, Pgs. 234-236.

+7 Wyatt, Barbara (Ed.). Cultural Resource Management in Wisconsin. Historic
Preservation Division, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin,
1986. Vol. 2, 2-1 (Transportation).
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The territorial and the federal government's involvement in the various canal
proposals then under discussion must have made the future of any settlement located
on the Fox River seem all but assured to the men who first saw the eventual site of
Berlin. Consequently, claims for lands on the east side of the river (the west side
was still unceded by various Wisconsin Indian tribes) were duly entered and Nathan
Strong erected a building on his portion in the following year, becoming the first
permanent citizen of a settlement which originally went by the name of "Strong's
Landing". Others arrived to join Strong and soon a ferry and later a float bridge
was built in order to span the river. Strong soon platted his land under the name
of "Strongsville" and the new community quickly began to benefit from its position
astride land and water transportation arteries. In 1851 the village voted to rename
itself "Berlin" and the real growth of the village followed afterwards.

The bridge and road spurred Berlin's growth, for they funneled the trade trom the
north and west to the city, and in 1849-1850 they were incorporated into an
important road {the fruition of the original Fond du Lac-to-Plover road] laid out
to Stevens boint. Very soon there were stage lines with daily or every-other day
service from Berlin to Stevens Point, Oshkosh, and Waupaca.

River and rail transportation also funneled business to Berlin, which became an
important transter point. [n 1857, after mounting a considerable campaign, Herlin
businessmen persuaded the Milwaukee and Horicon Railroad to extend its Milwaukee
branch from Ripon to Berlin. Over the next fifty years repeated attempts were
made ... to extend the line beyond Berlin, which still (1976} is the terminus of
the line, now the Milwaukee Road.

Boat service ... had brought settlers as well las commerce] to the community from
an early date., ... Within a few years of the city's founding, reqular daily
steamers ran to and from it to Oshkosh. A great deal of heavy freight was hauled
by barge, and the Fox also became a part of a qovernment waterway upon which
millions of dollars were spent tor dams and locks and other improvements. ... The
transportation advantages and commercial potential resulted in phenomenal early
community growth. The first settlers arrived in 1847 and by 1850 there were 250
persons in the village. By 1857 there were 2800 and Berlin was incorporated as a
city." 18

Among those attracted to Berlin by this rapid growth was New York state native
Nelson F. Beckwith (1815-?), who arrived in 1857 with his wife and their

children.*® Beckwith had first settled in this area in 1847 at the nearby Fox River
town of Omro, in Winnebago County. His wife was a daughter of David Humes, the

18 Gillett, Lulubelle C. Early Houses in Berlin, Wisconsin. Worzalla Publishing
Company, Stevens Point, Wisconsin, 1976, Pgs. ix-X.

+% U. S. Census of 1860. Wisconsin, Green Lake County, City of Berlin. See
dwelling house No. 319, family No. 277, Pg. 35.
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tirst settler of the Village of Omro. Humes was a resident of Janesville when he
first saw the tuture site of the village in 1846. He returned to this site in the
spring of 1847 and staked a claim to lands along the river and just inland from it,
then built a log house for his own use, atter which he returned to Janesville in
order to bring back his family. He then set about attracting other settlers to the
area. At that time ali the land to the north and west of the Fox river was covered
by dense forest and Humes was quick to realize that the new roads then being
constructed across this land would provide access to thils timber. Humes also
realized that this timber could be transported by either land or water to the Fox
River where it could be tashioned into Lumber by water-powered sawmills and then
shipped to market--again via the river. Not surprisingly, Humes decided that the
land he owned should be the focus ot this activity. Among those ne convinced was
his son-in-law, Nelson ¥. Beckwith, who built the tirst sawmill (non-extant) in the
new settlement in 1847 in partnership with W. C. Dean. The new firm operated under
the name of Dean and Beckwith but Beckwith soon became dissatisfied with this
arrangement ana built his own sawmill (non-extant) on that portion ot the riverfront
owned by his father-in-law. In 1849 Beckwith joined with Joel V. Taylor and Elisha
Dean to plat the village of Omro, a portion ot which was known for many years as
"Beckwithtown" . ?*° Beckwith soon built his own house (non-extant) in the Omro and
although the particulars of his subsequent years there are unknown, he appears to
have done well in the lumber trade betore moving to Berlin with his tamily in 1857.

The particulars of Beckwith's life in Berlin are scanty but the Property Abstract
tor 179 Huron Street shows that Beckwith purchased his double lots there on June 1,
1857 and tax rolls show that he built his house on these lots the following year.
The 1860 U. S. Census listed him as a lumber dealer whose real estate was valued at
$6000 and whose personal property was valued at $300U--both amounts well in excess
of the norm in Berliin at that period. Whether or not he still retained nis Omro
holdings at this date or had acquired similar operations after locating in Berlin is
not known but his stay in his new home was apparently a profitable one; so much so
that he was able to buy the prominent downtown site ot the recentliy destroyed
{(January 19, 1560) Fox River House hotel located on the nortnwest corner ot Huron
Street and Wisconsin Avenue late in November ot 186Z.%* Heckwith quickly announced
plans tor the erection ot a new and grander hotel building on the site to be named
the Heckwith House and ground was broken in April of the tollowing year.#* ‘he
third and final story of this brick-veneered, rectilinear ptan commercial vernacular
style building was completed by August and the hotel was opened to the public in
March ot 18b64.%° ‘The Beckwith House soon became the pride of the city although

40 Wright, P. M.. Umro, Wisconsin: A Brief Sketch of its Past and Present. Pg. b.
An undated pamphlet (Ca. 1876) in the collection of the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin. Note: the author's name is handwritten below the title.

21 Beriip City Courant. DbDecember 4, 1862, Pg. 3.

<z 1bid. April 14, 1863, Pg. 3.

23 [bid. March 31, 1864, Pg. 3.
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Beckwitnh himselt apparently considered it as an investment property since the
operation of the hotel itselt was always leased to others during the period of his
ownership. This ownership continued until August of L3870 when Beckwith sold the
hotel to Frank K. Fiyer, who reopened it as the klyer House.="

At the time of the sale Beckwith was not residing in Berlin; he and his tamily
having moved away from the city following the sale ot their Huron Street house to
Mrs. Hester A. Harmon (182/-1930), on April 7, 186Y. Mrs. Harmon was the wite ot
Solomon C. Harmon (1¥l8-1887), a native ot New York state who naa just purchased the
tirm ot Ruddock and Palmeter which had sawmills located in Beriin and Pittsville.
Harmon originally came to Wisconsin in 1840 and had purchased and worked a 24U acre
tarm in wWalworth County. He married his wife in 1845 and they Lived on the tarm
until 1865 when tney and their son moved to the city ot Racine, where they lived tor
two years 1n semiretlrement until Harmon purchased the already mentioned sawmills.
The Harmons subsequentliy moved to Berlin and the mills Harmon had purchased becamne
the nucleus of the firm orf S. C. Harmon & Son, proprietors of several lumber-
related business ventures including the Berlin barrel stave tactory which Harmon and
his son established in L874.<®

Solomon Harmon died in Herlin during the month of July in 13887, at the age ot 70.
During the years he spent in Ber!in, the city grew steadily in population from 2778
in 1870 to 4007 in 1885 put the period of greatest growth in the city's nistory was
already over. This retlected the structural transtormation that was then altering
the business lite of Berlin as the city underwent a transition :irom a transportation
center to a manutacturing town. By the L8305, the real winners of the rush to
develop Wisconsin's transportation systems were emerging and these cities had
already bequn to supersede less well-placed or financed cities like Berlin as
regional distribution centers.

The community's |Berlin's) transportation advantages determined the character of
the early trade, especially berore 1872. Until then, there was no railroad
service north and west o:r Berlin, which was the end ot the sine. But that year, a
competing line to the west was completed, linking Portagqe and Stevens Point, and
drawing trom Berlin some of 1its freight trattic. Frelgnt trom outlying

%4 Berlin City Courant. Auqust 23, 1870, Pg. 3. During tne years that f{ollowed,
this building was consecutively known as the Flyer House, the Dunham House, the
Woodworth House, the Bellis House, and the Hotel Whiting. ‘‘he puilding still
survives today although the interior and portions ot the exterior have been
substantially changed. A good overview of the history ot the hotel up to 1976 can
be found in an article entitled "fhe Story of a Hotel” which was written by Joyce
Bennett Stemler and published in the August 17, 1976 edition of the Berlin Journal.
25 History of Northern Wisconsin. The Western Historical Company, Chicago,
I1linois, 1881. Vol. 1, Pg. 356.
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areas was brought by wagon to towns with railroads or, in Berlin's case,
waterways. For the first fitty years of its existence, the buying, seiling, and
shipping of all sorts ot farm products were the most important contributors to
Berlin's growth. ... Wholesalers in all lines set up warehouses in Berlin. They
served, among others, the growers who had brought their produce tc Berlin, and
then would return home with goods such as groceries, liguor, hardware, and
agricultural implements. Retallers, especially druggists and general
merchandisers, prospered.

Small factories were established as a demand grew for articles like shingles,
barrels, boots and shoes, tanned leather, plows, wagons, cigars, woolen goods,
pumps, and turniture. fThese could be made locally and in small quantities at a
profit, 1n competition with distant, large-scale manutacturers, whose
transportation costs reduced their pricing advantage.=<v

Hester Harmon was bb years old at the time of her hushand's death anc¢ she contlnued
to live on in the Huron Street house tor another 4U years untii 1928, when i1l
health compelled her to move to Milwaukee. She died there on Novembar {, 1930 at
the age of 108 and was acknowledged to be the oidest women in Wisconsin at the time
of her death.*” Mrs. Harmon aisc outlived her son, Kdward . Harmon :L¥50-1972%}),
who had diea in Milwaukee four years previousliy at the age of 76.%® &, '['. Harmon
had been associated in the lumber industry with his father and remained active in
related industries until his death at which time he held major interests in tive
wallpaper mills in Wisconsin and other states. He had also been tne president ot
the kirst National Bank of Wisconsin Rapids in 14904 and the manager ot the Biron
paper mill in that city. His mother was an active investor in both these and other
enterprises and was reputed to be Berlin's wealthiest woman at the time ot her
death. She lett an estate valued at over $200,U00 but her wealth was in sharp
contrast to the simplicity of her life-style. In her later years she successively
adopted four young girls as her wards and they lived with her as unpaid companions.
The last of these companions was a six-year-old orphan of Atrican-American descent
named Helen who Mrs. Harmon brought to Berlin in the late 13890s and who remained
until about 1912 when she turned 18. During this time the house was without
electricity and was also without heat in most ot the rooms.??

Mrs. Harmon sold the Huron Street house to Mr. and Mrs. Fred C. Scobie in 1929. Mr.
Scobie owned an insurance agency in Berlin which was subsequently purchased by
Llewellyn J. Walker and his wite, Virginia S. Walker, in 1939 and renamed the Walker

“6 Gillett, Lulubelle C. karly Houses in Herlin, Wisconsin. Worzalla Publishing
Company, Stevens Point, Wisconsin, 1976, Pg. xi.

%27 Berlin Journal. November 3, 1930, Pg. 1. Obituary oi Hester A. Harmon.

28 The Milwaukee Sentinel. September 13, 1926. OUbituary ot Edward . Harmon.

%9 Letter from Mrs. Helen Harmon ''aylor to Mrs. virginia §. Walker. VIkebruary 7,
1949. In the possession of Mrs. Walker.
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Agency. On September 4, 1944 the Walkers purchased the Scobie house on Huron Street
as well, becoming the fourth owners ot this historic Berlin residence. ‘The Walkers
raised their family in this house and Mrs. Walker, a tormer member ot the University
of Wisconsin's Board ot Vvisitors, continues to live 1n the house today, rorty-tive
years after she and her huspand rirst purchased it.

Architecture

‘'he architectural signiticance ot the Nelson k. Beckwlth house lies in 1its peing an
excellent example of a transitional design which incorporates elements that are
sallent characteristics ot both tne ureek Kevival and the ltalianate styles. 'This
Signiticance 15 enhanced py the nighiy intiact conditlon ot poth the exterior and the
interior ot the nouse which permits both the similarities as weli as i1he ditferences
between the two sUyles to be read:ily assessed and evaluated. ‘the original ciapboard-
sided frame construction main block ot the Beckwilh nouse was pullit between 1857 and
1458 and both its designer and builder are stil!l unknown as of this writing. This
block was rectilinear in pian with a shallow-pitched hip root surmounted by a square
cupola. ‘The tour main corners of the block are covered with corner pilasters, the
main cornice and lesser cornices reature denticulated molding, anc the south-tacing
principal tacade 15 two-bays-wide and two-storles-tall and has an asymmetrically
Dlaced entrance door having a transom light and sidelights. A number of these
specitic elements, including "the low-pitched root, classical cornices, doorway with
transom and sidelights", and the "tormal" and “orderiy" nature ot its appearance are
all characteristics ot the Greek Revival style that are specifically cited in the
Greek Revival style subsection ot the Architectural styles study unit of the

CRMP .39 [n addition, the gable-roofed, one-and-a-halt-story-tall xitchen wing in
the rear ot the house displays tnhe "Prominent gables ... framed with heavy moldings"
and the frieze band windows that are also characteristics of tne style. At the same
time, other elements ot the original main biock such as the "bistinctive wide eaves
with numerous brackets, gently-sloping hipped ... roots, and ... square cupola atop
the roof", as well as tne "boXxy proportions" oi the whole, are alLl characteristics
of the ltalianate style that are specitfically cited i1n the ltalianate style
subsection ot the Architectural styles study unit ot the CRMP,>*

The resulting design is almost equally weighted petween the two styles with the more
tlamboyant ltalianate style elements being largely contined to the cornice and the
root ot the main block while the rest of the house dispiays the more symmetrical
proportions ana the less exuberant details that characterize the Greek Revival
style. ‘fhe Architectural Styles stuay units ot the CRMP cited above make it clear
that examples ot both styles are numerous in Wisconsin and note that examples ot the

¥© Wyatt, Barbara (kd.). Culturai Resource Management in Wisconsin. Historic
Preservation Division, State Historical Society ot Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin,
1986. Vol. 2, 2-3 (Architecture).

3+ Ibid. Pg. 2-6 {Architecture).
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older Greek Revival style were constructea trom L830-187U while examples ot the
later Italianate style were constructed trom the tate ly>Us through the late 1i870s.
This places the construction date ot the Beckwith house at the beginning ot the
period when ltalianate style houses were being built in Wisconsin and may explain
why there are [talianate style elements in the house's design.?**

Beckwith built his house on the corner across from kast Side Park, whose site had
been donated to Berlin by the village tounder, Nathan Strong, after his death in
1852. ‘The location ot the park 1s only tour long blocks from the Kox River. Even
so, building development was centered close to the river in 1852 and it represented
something of an act of faith in its own tuture for the young community to develop a
park so far trom the center of town. Indeed, the Ly¥b7 bird's-eye view of Berlin
Shows that even by that date only six hcuses (incluting the Heckwlth nousel ana a
church had been builit on the streets that encircle the park. Stiii, tne tact that
kast side bark was liocated on Huron sStreet, gerlin's principal tnoroughfare,
guaranteed the eventual success ot the surrounding neighborhood and by the time the
next bird's-eye view was printed in 1892 this area nad become Beriin's "best"
neighborhood and had acquired 1ts present-day appearance.

The Beckwi{h nouse was one 0Op tne first nouses ToO be pPuilt 1n this area. Uniy two
other houses that rront on the park were built eariier: tne kzZra and Martha whneeler
nouse (lynd), tocated at the opposite end of the plock trom tne Beckwltn house at
1272 North State Street; and tne Horatio and Harrlet wara house (lsh4) Located at 217
k. rark Avenue. Both of these nouses are worthy ot note, not only for their early
date of construction but because ot their design. 'The Ward house 15 Berlin's best
example ot the Greek Revival style wnile the wheeler house is #erlin's best example
of the Gothic Revival style ana was constructed for the Wneeters by Mrs. Wheeler's
tather, master builder John Ayers, whose own Gothic Revival style-inspired nouse
(Ca. 1849) 1s located around the corner at led K. rark Avenue, 3~

kEven though the ward and Wheeler nhouses were designed in styles tnat were beginning
to fall out ot tashion in Berlin and elsewhere in Wisconsin, they helped to
establish standards of size and quality that ftuture houses built around the park
would be intluenced by. ‘“he first of these houses was the residence built by Nelson
Beckwith three years later in 1857. ‘Yhe sources ot the [talianate style intfluences
in Beckwith's design are still unknown. PoO3sibly Beckwith became tamiliar with this
style through nis involvement with the pbullding trades tnat resulted from nis
sawmill and lumber dealings or the source may have been a pattern book or his

#< Buildings combining both Greek Revival and ttalianate elements can be tound in
many communities 1n Wisconsin. Another excellent residential example is the wlisha
Morrow house 1n Green Bay (345 S. Adams St., BR 81,/U8) built in 1857, the same year
as the Beckwith house.

#3 Gillett, Lulubelle C. Early Houses_in ferlin

Wisconsin. Worzalla Publishing
Company, Stevens Point, Wisconsin, 1976, vgs. 7 -

27,
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builder. Whatever the source, the building that resulted is among the earliest
known residences 1in Berlin that utilizes elements ot the ltalianate style, making
Beckwith a torerunner 1n the use of a style that was to be a major intluence in the
shaping ot tne appearance of 1Yth century Beriin.

Berlin has an unusually large number of ltalianate style residences tor a community
ot its size, and tortunately, most ot these puilldings still exhibit a high deqgree ot-
integrity. Many of these buildings are also located in the vicinity of the Beckwi:ih
house and provide an excellent context in which the signiticance ot Beckwith house
can be appreciated. one of the earliest ot these buildings 1s the excellent Dewict:
and sarah Noyes Benham house (13858) located at 156 N. Adams btreet. Although bul:i:
ot brick ang having tewer Greek Revival style elements than the Heckwith house, tne
Henham nouse bears a strong resemblance to 1ts nelghbor and even teatures a cupols
or strikingly simllar design. Anotner residence having a strong tamily resemslancs
to the Beckwith house is the Asa Newell nouse (18by-1860) iocated at L/Y N, Adams
Streetr. This is also a brick house and it has even tewer Greek Revival elements
than the Benham nouse, but the generali plan ot the house and the cupola (now removad
from the roo:r and used as a gazebo) are very similar to the lys7 appearance or tne
Beckwith nouse. OUther outstanding neighnorhood examples ot the ittalianate style
include: the mirror 1mage Horace Miner and Henry Miner houses (1¥/Z) located at 1lhu
and 184 k. Huron Street directly across the street trom the Beckwith house; the
diminutive brick Arthur Johnson house (1872) located at 1U4 Church Street; ana the
excellent frame construction Deville L. Harkness house (187b) located at 16b k. Park
Avenue and now owned by Mr. Jeffrey Walker, tne son of Mrs. Virginia S. walker,
owner of the Beckwith house.*?

In 1869 Solomon Harmon, the second owner ot the Beckwith house, built an addition
across the west-facing elevation of the main pblock which had the effect of adding =z
third bay to the main tacade, giving the house its present appearance. Harmon als2
added a polygonal bay window to the east-facing elevation. ‘these 1¥69 additions
were clearly intended to harmonize with the original design of the house and
utilized design elements that are either identical to those used on the original
block or that represent variations on the same themes. utherwise, the only changes
subsequent owners have made to the exterior ot the house have been contined to
altering windows on the rear ot the rirst tloor of the main block and on portions ot
the xitchen wing, adding an exterior chimney oh the west side of the main block, and
increasing the size ot the tront porch. AS & result, the exterior of the Becxwith
house today 1s virtually identical to 1ts Ll§nY appearance and 1ts inteqgrity has besn
enhanced by the excelient maintenance program tollowed by the current owner. The
house also possesses an interior which, with the exception of the second tloor
bathroom and the kitchen, has received mainly cosmetic changes since the major
additions were made in 1869.

34 Gillett, Lulubelle C. karly Houses in Berlin, Wisconsin. Worzalla Publishing

Company, stevens Point, Wisconsin, 1976, Pgs. 28-427.



NPS Form 10-900a

(Rev. 8-86)

Wisconsin Word Processor Format
Approved 2/87

Uniteda states Department of the interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOKIC PLACES
CONTINUATLON SHEEY

Nelson K. Beckwith House, Berlin, Green Lake County, Wisconsin
Section number 8 Page __ 8.9

The extent ot any archeological remains that may exlst on this site are unknown at
the present time. No intormation was discovered during the course of this research
that suggests that any previous dwellings or bulldings occupied the site ana the
date of the platting ot the neighborhood so soon atter the village was rounded makes
it unlikely that any unrecorded buildings would have heen present here betore the
Beckwitnh house was built.?® No intormation pertaining to the existence of any
remains dating from pre-kuropean cultures or trom prehistoric periods was discovered.
either. However, if any archeological remains still exist on this site there 1s
some chance that they are still intact since only a small portion of the house has
an excavated basement beneath it.

» portrait_and_Bi ographical Album ot Green Lake, Marquette and Waushara Counties.
Acme Publishing Company, Chicago, tllinois, 18490, Pg. 245. ‘''he plat ot the First

adaition was otfticially tiled in 1855 but was actually platted much earlier.
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