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The Lauer Flats occupy a full-block frontage on Western Avenue between 
Michigan Street and St. Glair in Saint Paul. The building is three storeys in 
height set on a half basement. Street facades are of finished, but un- 
carved, Mankato stone, however the rear facade is of rough, random coursed 
limestone. Ornamental ironwork in filigree balcony balustrades and pressed 
cornice are the only decorative elements on an otherwise simple and restrained 
Italianate design. Walls are slightly recessed behind simple bays, window 
surrounds and pilaster strips which define units in groupings of two. Symmetry 
is a strong design characteristic throughout as is noted in north and south 
facades where blank windows on the exterior of a chimney serve as a design element 
to spatially balance real windows.

The Lauer Flats originally consisted of fourteen dwelling units divided into 
groups of two. The lower unit occupied the half basement and first storey; the 
upper unit occupied the second and third storeys. Each had a private entrance,, 
above which were transoms with painted gilt numerals.

The exterior has remained virtually unaltered since the time of construction 
in 1887. Some deterioration is noticable on the stone balconies, wooden window 
and door mouldings and the pressed iron cornice. The three storey wooden rear 
porch is in need of replacement in the near future. Most change hsis occurred 
to the interior of the building. There are presently twenty dwelling units in the 
building, most of which are poorly maintained. Basement space which formerly 
served as kitchen and service area has been converted into apartments. 
Deterioration of the general neighborhood fabric has further contributed to the 
lack of pride in upkeep given to the building by both residents and owners.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lauer Flats, designed and constructed by stone contractors Henry and 
Charles Lauer in 1887 J^s an excellent example of precision stone craftsmanship 
in which elegance is achieved through restraint. Similar buildings of this 
type and period show tendancies toward a reliance on design through applied 
ornamentation, whereas the Lauer Flats derives near-total design quality 
through the integrity of materials which compose the fabric of the building.



Keeper, H.F«,Historic St« Paul Buildings, 1964

ZONE EASTING 
C| . I I I . I . . I I.I, i . . \

ZONE EASTIN
p| . I I I .

NORTHING 
-1 I , I , I . . I

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

* LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

[FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

Charles W. Nelson, Survey and Planning
ORGANIZATION

Minnesota Historical Society
DATE

24 February 1975
STREET & NUMBER

Building 25. Fort Snelling
TELEPHONE

612-726-1171

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE___ LOCAL _JL_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National PariC"SeVice.

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

TITLE Russell W. Fridley 7
State Historic Preservation Officer

DATE


