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1. Name
higoric  Upper Worthington Historic District

and/or common same

2. Location

street & numlier Worthinaton , Federal , Snmim" t "nd ar-moT-*r Pi-iSS”not tor publication
city, town Springf ield N/.Nicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Hamnden code ni-s
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X district public A occupied agriculture museum
building(s) ~ private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object e In process X yes: restricted government scientific
IILSbe'mg considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane multiple® see attached |ist
street & numt>er

city, town N/Avicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampden Cmml-y Registry of Deeds
street & number 0 Elm Street
city, town Springfield state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Inventory of the Historic Assetdias this property been determined eligible? yes _X_no
of t he Commmonweal t h

dae August, 1982 federal x state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state  MA



7. Description upper worthington HD, Springfield

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X_original site
good ruins altered moved date

X. fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The district i slocated approximately “mile due east of the commerci al

business district of Springfield (Multiple Resource Area), connectedt o
the downt own by Worthington Street, one of theprimary east-west streets
in thecity. Two blocks tothesouth i stheUS Arnmory (NHS), |ocated

atop Arnmory Hill and a major industrial center since the 1790's. The
topography of Armory Hill i sevident i nthedistrict, which definesthe
northern edge of "the Hill." The steep topography rises dramatically from
the west and north edges of thedistrict toa flat plateau at the center

of thedistrict. The district contains approximately 9 acres and 28
buildings, only 3 of which arecommercial rather than residential i nterms

of use and visual appearance.

The district i spredomnantly residential and consists almost entirely of
a single building type, theearly 20th century four-storybrick apartment
bl ock. These buildings were erected as multiple-unit tenement blocks and
have retained their original use throughout their history.

The district 1 san urban residential neighborhood which carefully inte-
grates architectural and | andscape design tocreate a residential scale
and ambi ence. The steep inclines of Worthington and Federal Streets
from t hewest and north accentuate thepromnence of theplateau at
their juncture. Equally striking i sthesteep curved street pattern of
Sunmmit Street which runs from Federal t oWrthington Streets and contrasts
to thegenerally rectilinear grid of thesurrounding area. The curved
plan combines with an extensive |andscape of mature trees t ogive Summt
Street a decidedly picturesque ambience unlike any other apartment dis-
tricts of theperiod i nthecity. The district buildings maintain a con-
sistent setback, with nearly al |l buildings set back slightly fromthe
sidewalk t opermt a landscaped buffer of shrubs and grass. Building
density i sequally consistent, with structures of similar height and
mass separated from each other by narrow driveways and | andscaped
buffers which create a steady rhythm c balance of buildings i neach
streetscape.

The district i scharacterized by itsvisual cohesiveness which i s achieved
through distinctly similar building scale, massing, materials and consis-
tently fine design quality. Yet within this overall unity the district
reflects a variety of stylistic details and interpretations which addto
the richness of texture and visual interest. The majority of buildings
are large four-storyblocks, al |l of which are faced i nbrick with concrete
and wood trim  Nearly al | are designed i nthe Georgian Revival style, al -
though there are also examples of Jacobethan and Tudor Revival design. A
simlar interpretation of these popular styles of theday creates a unified
appearance: The basic brick block, generally rectangular, bowfront or U
shaped i nplan, i sembellished with lintels and sills, w ndow surrounds,
coursing, entrance porticoes and cornices which could readily incorporate
details of various styles. Georgian Revival detailing which unifiesthe
district includes an abundance of splayed lintels, keystones and nol ded
wi ndow surrounds. Other trim includes light-colored coursing and banding
of corners and pilasters tocreate a quoined effect, pilasters or columed
entrance porticoes and Classical friezes and entablatures and decorative
wooden cornices with |arge brackets and modillions.



8. Significance Upper Worthington Street HD, Springfield

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation n law science
1500-1599 agriculture JE£ _economics n literature sculpture
1600-1699 _ X _ architecture . education military ' social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

X 1900-1928 communications Industry - politics/government transportation

invention other (specify)
Specific dates iQnR-iQ9Q Builder/Architect p,"AAAAN ang”~T-~ ~-h

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Upper Worthington Historic District i ssignificant for events relating
to thebroad patterns of thecity's history, specifically as an exanple of
early 20th century housing built by local developers i n response to the

city's continuing commercial andindustrial growth. As such, i ti sone of
the largest and nost cohesive early 20th century apartment districtsi n
Springfield. 1t i sassociated with thelives of important persons, pri-

marily the Gagnier and Angers famlies who built i t andwho were perhaps
the city's most notable contractors anddevel opers during thefirst 25
years of thecentury. Architecturally, thedistrict embodies the distinc-
tive characteristics of t he Georgian Revival style as applied t oa cohes-
ive area of multiple-unit residential blocks. The layout and |andscaping
of Sunmt Street i sa fine exanmple of early 20th century planning i n the
city, contributing tothecity's well-earned reputationduring thisera
as the "City of Hones." An econom c interest i nreal estate speculation
was successfully combined with planning and design strategies of the day
to achieve this image. The district i sof local significance, and neets
criteria AB, and C of theNational Register of Historic Places.

Springfield was settled i n1636 by Wl liam Pynchon and seven other families
and was thefirst settlement in- Massachusetts west of t he Boston area.
Located along t heeast bank of t he Connecticut River, i twas started as

a fur-trading post but also supported farmng. Thevillage was nearly
destroyed i nl1675when attacked by King Philip's Indians. Hostilities
with thelndians continued well into themd-18th century.

A major impetus for further growth resulted during theRevolutionary war.
In 1776, Springfield was selected as thesite for an arsenal. The war -
related activities contributedt othetown's emergence as a commerci al
center for thewestern part of thestate. Still, by 1780, the town had
only about 175 houses on si xstreets, andtheonly street which ran east
of Main Street was t hepresent State Street.

In 1794, Congress established theUS Armory at thearsenal site, a deci-
sion which was nonmentous t ot hetown's growth over thenext 150 years. The
Armory, located at Armory and State Streets, becanme t hecore of Spring-
field s burgeoning industrial life anda second commercial center.

The war of 1812 further boosted thetown's growth, attracting both skilled
and unskilled |labor t otheArmory. By 1820, Springfield hadclearly becone
a manufacturing town. Therailroads arrived inSpringfield i n1839, pro-
msing itsquick emergence as a rail crossroads for western New England.

Springfield received itscity charter i n1852, four years after the Chico-
pee section was set of f as a separate town. The newcity fully energed as
a rail crossroads during theCivil War, supplying both arnms andother goods
to Northern troops. After thewar, manufacturing interests diversified and
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10- Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property H
Quadrangle name Springfield South Quadrangle scale  1:25000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Beginning at a point 94.5 feet south from theintersection of Taylor and
Federal Streets, theboundary runs west along thenorthern property lines
of 116-20, 36-40, 26-30 and 20 Summt; then proceeds along '(r-r.ri"]J

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

_ Candace Jenkins Margo B, Webber
nameftitle Registration "Dirgctor by Preservat.von Consultant

oganizion M assachusetts Historical Commissioiaate froyeniber, 1982

grest & numba

294 Washington Street tdgohone 617-727-8470
aty or town Boston state Ma  091nft

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forttMpy the National Park Service. . v

State Historic Preservation Officer signature A

. State Historic - Massachusetts
titlepreservation Officer, Historical Conmm ssion date

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
Entered In tna

date
Keeper of the National Regjister

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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7. Description

The district's urban residential flavor and architectural cohesiveness
differ from surrounding areas which are largely an assortment of small
late 19t hcentury wood-frame dwellings and m xed commercial areas. These
include theframe dwellings on Grant and Lincoln Streets tothe south
built as workers' housing for thenearby US Arnory and t he m xed com
mercial zone along Arnory Street totheeast. To thenorth, thetopo-
graphy slopes down t o an industrial zone and thetracks of the Boston

and Al bany Railroad, while tothewest, Worthington Street has adopted

a mxed residential and commercial flavor.

Buildings viithin thedistrict enconpass thefull spectrum of conditions
from being recently renovated t ovacant and abandoned. Five large blocks
at theintersection of Federal and Worthington Streets (#16, 17, 18, 22,
and 23) have recently been renovated as subsidized housing. The exter-
iors have been preserved and enhanced with a m numum of change to the
original design. Four structures on Summt Street arevacant and aban-
doned, with wi ndows boarded or missing, while several others onthe
street have been poorly maintained and are i ndrastic need of repairs,
both exterior and interior. Developers have expressed interest i nreno-
vating these vacant and neglected structures for continued use as multi-
fam |y housing. Exteriors would be preserved following the Secretary of
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.

The district retains al |l of thebuildings erected during itsprime period

of significance from 1913 t 0 1920. Even thetwo commercial blocks, the Art
Moderne Blue Eagle Restaurant and t he one-story commercial block at 935-41
Worthington Street (#26,27) were built during the 1920's. Although different
from their neighbors i nsize, massing and use, they were built t o serve

the commercial needs of thegrowing residential community.

There have been no major alterations tothelandscape since the buildings
were erected. Rear lots aremostly paved and contain brick or concrete
garages of utilitarian design. Any archeological remains associated with
the area during itsprior md-19th century devel opment as an area of single
fam |y homes would have been destroyed during therebuilding as an urban
apartment district.

Among t heearliest buildings i nthedistrict are #19, 20 and 21 which

date from c.1908 t o 1910. Building 19 (Photo 1) i sa four-story, red
brick Georgian Revival bowfront set on a partially-raised basement. | t

Is nine bays wide with a center entrance flanked by semi-circular full-
hei ght bays. The arched entrance has a transom |ight and thechief facade
decoration i sconcrete lintels and sills at al | openings. The building
is capped by a high cornice decorated with festoons which accentuates

the profile of the bays.

Building 20 (Photo 1) occupies a prom nent corner site at Worthington and
Arnory Streets and features an angled corner bay with el aborate quoining.
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This large Georgian Revival structure i sfour stories high along
Worthington Street, increasingtofive stories along Armory Streeti n
response toitsslopingsite. The design features two handsone full-
hei ght panelled bays on each facade, concrete door surrounds, keystones
and sills. A modillionedwod cornice wraps around themajor facades.
The original corner storefront has been altered with nodern glazing

but appears toretain theoriginal spandrel and masonry piers.

Building 11 (Photo 4) at t hecorner of Federal and Sunmt Streetsi s
typical of the Georgian Revival apartment blocks erected from 1913t o

1916, thearea's first phase of devel opment. Similar structures include
#7, 8, and 15, also bowfront blocks. The Federal Street facade has

bowed corner bays which flank two center bays. The entrance has a decor-
ative concrete surround with Classical brackets supporting a dentilled
cornice. Above, thew ndows have splayed lintels with Keystones. Concrete
coursing separates the second and third stories. Belowit, the brick

is coursed toimtate rusticated block while above, thebays are separ-
ated by concrete quoining which extends tothemodillionedwood cornice.

Among ot her Georgian Revival designs are Buildings 3,5 and 9, al | on
Summt Street (Photos 5,6,7). Building 3 i sUshaped and i s distin-
gui shed by an open arcade which spans thecenter bays of the facade,
creating a semi-private entrance court. Building 5 i sa bowfront block
with a three-story balcony across the facade. | t s masonry piers and
Chi ppendal e-inspired wooden railings present an exceptionally decora-
tive appearance. Building 9 wraps around thecurve of Summt Street
and features a corbelled brick cornice, splayed lintels with keystones,
concrete capitals on themasonry pilasters which separate t he bays and
a Doric-columed entry portico capped by a pierced balustrade.

Building 13 (Photo 2) at thenorthwest corner of Wrthington and Federal
Streets repeats the same massing as Building 20 one block tothe east.
This four-story redbrick block i sfive bays wide on Worthington, seven
bays on Federal and has an angled corner bay. Classical entrances on
each facade feature fluted pilasters supporting an architrave frieze
above an arched opening. Concrete coursing and keystones enlivent he
surface, as does t hedeep cornice with large modillions. The original
corner storefront has been replaced by an alum num and gl ass systemi n-
serted into theoriginal glazed areas.

Directly west of Building 13 i sthedistrict's only Jacobethan Revival
structure. Building 14 (Photo2). U-shaped i nplan with a recessed
entrance court, this large block i sof buff-colored brick with concrete
trim  The facade i snine bays wi de, separated into two three-bay wings
with a recessed center section. Jacobethan detailing includes quoined
door and wi ndow surrounds, blind tracery panels above t he doors and el ab-
orate stepped brick parapets with concrete medallions and finials.

The Tudor Revival style popular i nthe 1920's i sdemonstrated by Build-
ings 17 and 18, both completed i n 1927. Their Tudor Revival features



NPS Form 10-900- OMB No. 1024-0018
o2 m Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS u&« only
National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Cortinugtion shet Upper Worthington HD Item numlier 7,8 Page 3

are t heTudor-arched entrances, w ndow surrounds with tabs and mol ded
hoods, several levels of coursing and exceptionallytall and deep cor-
nices with paired brackets and modillions.

The districts commercial blocksare not considered as intrusions; they con-
sist of three one-story 1920's commercial structurestowards theeastern end
of Worthington Street. Although smaller i nsize, these structures maintain
the sane setback as t heapartment blocks. Being of the sanme period. Build-
ings 26 and 27 nake use of similar materials, redbrick with concrete trim
of Classical derivation. Building 28 (Photo 1) introduces newmaterials,
glass block and metal panel, which although alien tothedom nant district
materials are appropriate toitssimplified Art Moderne design.

There i sno known archeol ogical potential i nthedistrict since i ti sa
highly urbanized, densely built district. Any resources associated with
the area i nearlier times, either prehistoric or historic, would have
been destroyed during theconstructionof thepresent buildingsin the
early 20th century.

8. Significance

Nhe industrial boom continued, uninterruptedfor thenext 60 years.
Towards theturn of thecentury, theautomobile industry was introduced
to Springfield, a logical conplement toearlier transportation-related
manufactures. The automobile industry combined with existing commerci al
and industrial enterprisestosupport a healthy and expanding econony
up tothe Great Depression.

Devel opment of thedistrict was stimulated by thecity's economc pros-
perity during thefirst 25 years of the 20th century. The area had pre-
viously contained a nunmber of |arge hones and estates, lived i nby prom nent
local citizens who recognized thearea's proximtytothedowntown as a
desirable asset. As thecity prospered and real estate speculationex-
panded t o attract new workers tothedowntown, thearea became a prim
location for new middle-class housing. Many of t heprevious residents

were moving tooutlying areas of thecity or it ssuburbs and the proper-

ty becanme available for redevel opment.

The speculative interest of t he Gagnier and Angers firm as contractors
and devel opers was thechief cause for development of thedistrict. In
1908 Gagnier and Angers, al ocal developer/builder firm of French Cana-
dian descent proposed t o purchase the Horace Kibbe estate at thenorth-
west corner of Wrthington and Federal Streets and t o subdividethe
wooded site as a 35-lot tract for nodern one and two-tenement houses.
The Kibbe estate, built i n1863 and known as Tower Hill Place, was a
large Italianate home which occupied theentire area which now includes
both sides of Summit Street. The subdivisionplan was avoided whent he
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estate was |eased for four years to an alcoholic treatment institute. In

1912 the estate was demolished for the creation of Sunmt Street. Gagni er

and Angers revised their earlier plan and began what was to becone over

the next 20 years one of the city's nmost remarkabl e devel opment prograns

of large, quality apartment blocks. Both visually and functionally, these
buildings created a new image for the area as a neighborhood of tree-lined
residential streets for skilled tradesmen, clerks and service workers.

The Gagnier and Angers firm was al most entirely responsible for realiza-
tion of this new image, creating the layout for Summt Street and build-
ing over 12 apartment blocks inthe district between 1913 and 1924, i n

cluding all the buildings on Sunmt Street. Their firm was one of the
most successful businesses anmong Springfield' s recently-established French
Canadi an community. Formed i n 1891 by Christopher | . Gagnier and Pierre

Angers, the firm remained i n business for over 30 years. Pierre Angers

is listed inCity Building Permts as the architect for nearly all of their
work. By 1918, the firm s worth was valued at over $20 million andi t

was reputed that they had built homes on nearly every street inthe city

In addition to designingand building tenements. Angers formed a conpany

in 1901 with two of his brothers to nmake shingles, and in 1910 they also
established a whol esale [umber business. Gagnier and Angers' sons, Al -
bert Gagnier and HE and Larry Angers formed a successor firm in 1925

HE Angers and Co. This firm devel oped all of the 1925 to 1929 apart-
ment blocks inthe district, continuing the visual harnmony and compati -
bility which their fathers had sought to achieve. Inall, 22 of the 28
buildings inthe district were developed by the Gagnier and Angers families.

Ot her areas of the city were being devel oped at the same time for similar
uses, sone by the sane firm  Beginning around 1899, Gagnier and Angers
devel oped several brick apartment bl ocks near Pearl and Spring Streets.
This became the city's first concentratedarea of multiple-unit buildings
The success of this areaprompted similar but nore extensive devel opment
in the Upper Worthington area. Other areas of the city also were selec-
ted for apartment districts, including Locust Street along the Mill River
near the South End, Pearl Street just west of Federal Street, and the
Little Hollywood area of the South End. The Locust and Pearl Street
areas are not as early in date, nor are they nearly as large or consis-
tent i ndesign. Little Hollywood, sonewhat |arger in size and devel oped
largely by the same firm Gagnier and Angers, represents a |later phase

of devel opment and i s also of fine visual quality as a planned apartment
nei ghborhood.

The area began to decline inthe 1960's due to the general reversal of
econom c conditions inthe city. New residential housing on the out-
skirts of the city and i n surrounding suburban communities drew people
away frominner-city housing. The buildings fell into disrepair and even-
tually becane honme to transients. Today, a nunber of the buildings are
vacant, awaiting revitalization of the area.



NPS Fofm 10-900-1 OMB No. 1024-0018
(i-92) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS use onty
National Register of Historic Places recetved
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
(ontinuation sheet  Upper Worthington H i temnunt)er 8 Page 5
The district is one of the city's most significant early apartment dis-
tricts. Visually, i tis a composite of buildings which through similar
massing, design and materials create a totally unified and cohesive ur-
ban residential streetscape. | t demonstrates the impact of developer
interests on architecture and urban design in Springfieldbetween 1900
and 1929. Sunmit Street is an exceptional exanple of the attractive

tenement neighborhood. The street follows a gentle curve as i t slopes
down from Federal to Worthington Street. Large shade trees line the
street, framng the individual buildings. The apartment blocks range
from 6 to 16 units and are four stories in height with flat roofs and

brick exteriors. They are Georgian Revival in design and feature fine
Classical detailing such as rounded bays, contrasting lintels and pro-
jecting modillioned cornices. Several of the facades are enriched by

two and three-story open wooden porches, also of the Classical design

The earliest buildings (#19, 20, 21) at Worthington and Arnory Streets
(Photo 1) established a scale and massing which was consistently main-
tained throughout the district's development. All three buildings are
fine exanples of turn-of-the-century Georgian Revival apartment blocks
This building type was a new element in Springfield s housing stock,

having been introduced only a few years earlier in the |lower Pearl Street

area. Here, the Classical detailing of the style is carefully conbined
with massing, scale and proportions appropriate to this large building

type.

Simlar massing and materials were adopted for the Summt Street blocks,
particularly the early bowfront corner blocks (#7,8,11) (Photos 4, 5).
In each, a handsone design is achieved through adapting traditional
details to the new |arge-scale tenement, with concern for appropriate
proportions and accentuation of Classical trim

As the area grew, the newer buildings becane |arger and nmore grandiose
in their use of stylistic detailing. Building 12 (Photo 2) enploys a
U-shaped plan with central courtyard and doorways embellished with Art-
Nouveau type |eaded transoms. The Jacobethan Revival detailing of
Building 14 (Photo 2) is an unusual exanple of an unassum ng building
transformed to grandiose proportions through the use of ornate trim char-
acteristic of the Jacobethan style. Likewise, the Tudor Revival em
bellishments of Buildings 17 and 18 illustrate a conscious effort to
utilize the nmost fashionable trends of the day in the design of these
apartment blocks.

The first apartment developer in the area was Edward Jenks Pinney (1873-
1945), a widely known local contractor who built the three blocks at the
corner of Worthington and Armory Streets (#19, 20, 21) between 1908 and
1910. E.J. Pinney first worked as foreman for the Potter Lunber Co.
until starting his owm real estate business. His firmbuilt many of the
best known buildings in the city including Forbes and Wallace and the
Museum of Fine Arts. Other work throughout New England included the
Hartford County Courthouse and buildings at Smth, M. Holyoke and Ben-
ninaton Coll eges. The firm is still in existence today.
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The firm of Gagnier and Angers was t heprimary force i ndevel opment

of thearea, however, and built al | 15 of theblocks erected between 1913
and 1924. Christopher | . Gagnier cane to Springfield i n1888 from

New York where he had been enployed as a carpenter since arriving from
Canada. Pierre Angers noved t o Springfield i n 1887 from thetown of

L' Ange Gardien near Montreal where he rana saw and planing mi|. Their
partnership was formed i n 1891 and flourished for over 30 years, with
offices at 327 Main Street. I nall, thefirm completed over 837 build-
ings i nSpringfield and 1017 i nthestate. | t was perhaps the premer
building firm i nwestern New England and al most certainly i nthe city
during 1t sheyday. The business lasted until 1925 when i t was succeeded
by theprincipals' sons' firmi HE Angers and Co., comprised of HE and
Larry Angers and Al bert Gagnier. This firm was involved both i nreal
estate devel opment and property managenent, specializing i nthelarge
apartment blocks first successfullyinitiated i nthe Upper Worthington
District by their fathers. All 7 of theapartment blocks built within
the district between 1925 and 1929 were erected by these nen.

There areno intrusions within thedistrict. The three one-story
commercial blocks on Worthington Street areinterspersedbetweenthe

| arge apartment blocks and conform tothe sane setback tomaintain a
strong street edge. They are of the same period (1920's) and i n their
simple designs do not detract from theimpressiveness of their residen-
tial neighbors.

The district as a whole as well as theindividual structures withini t
retain their integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workman-
ship, feeling and association. The district's location recalls anera

of prosperity and economc growth i nthehousing field close tothedown-
town and commercial areas of thecity. Architecturally, thedesign of
the individual blocks remains essentially as i twas when they were first
constructed. The setting retains itsintegrity, including the relation-
ships between buildings and t otheir |andscaped grounds. Original mater-
ials predomnate and there has been mnimal change t otheexterior appear-
ance of thebuildings. Consequently, theoriginal workmanship as eviden-
ced by handsone architectural details such as cornices and entrance por-

ticoes remains intact. The district's strong visual cohesiveness creates
a sense of times past when the area was a fashionable residential neigh-
borhood for middle-class citizens of thecity. Itsassociationwiththe

Gagni er and Angers devel opment firm and it sexistence as one of the prime
districts for multi-family dwellings i nthecity during theearly 20th
century illustrate theimportance of theresidential building boomto the
city's history during these years.
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10. Verbal Boundry Description

the west boundry of 20 and 14 Sunmt and 866 Worthington to thenorth
side of Worthington Street where i tturns eastward along the southern
edge of 866, 878 and 884 Worthington tothecenterpoint of 888-896 Wr- -« -
thington where i tcrosses Worthington Street and proceeds along the west
and then south edges of 895-899 Worthington, crosses Federal Streetto
the east and continues eastward along the southern edge of 915-919 and
925-931 Worthington; i tthen proceeds northerly along the east edge of
925-931 Worthington fora distance of 59.6 feet tothe southern edge of
914 Worthington and easterly 38.16 feet and then northerly 76.05 feet

to Worthington Street. |t then crosses Wrthington Street tothe north,
proceeds east along the southern edge of 942-46 Worthington to the corner
of Arnmory Street and then proceeds north along the east edge of 942-946
Worthington and 86 Armory to the southern side of Federal Court where

it turns westward 144.17 feet, then crosses diagonally at the turn of
Federal Court to the northeast corner of 91-93 Federal. | tthen proceeds
westward 26.73 feet and northward 990 feet along the east edge of 99-

103 Federal, then westward along the northern edge of said lot, across
Federal Street to the west and northerly a distance of approxi mately
180.51 feet along the east edges of 112 and 116-20 Federal t o the point
of origin.

This boundary enconpasses a visually and historically cohesive district
which i sdistinct from adjacent areas i nitsvisually consistent appear-

ance and dom nant multiple-dwelling land use. | tincludes the steep slopes
and plateau of a hill, a topographical feature which organizes the entire
| ayout of thedistrict. To thenorth on Federal Street are a series of

late 19thc. multi-fam |y wood-frame tenements. Taylor Street (to the
north of Summit Street) includes a m xture of industrial and residential
blocks of undistinguisheddesign. Further west on Wrthington Street are
a series of md-to-late 19thc. frame dwellings. The district's southern
boundary separates i t from a contemporary motel structure and a 1950's
commercial office block on Federal Street. To the east along Armory Street
is a m xture of frame houses and small m d-20th century commercial build-
ings set on |arge paved |lots.
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DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

STREET ADDRESS

116- 124 Federa

112 Federal, 44-48 Sunmt
36-40 Summit

26-30 Summi t

20 Sunmmi t

14 Summi t

866 Worthington

878 Worthington

15-19  Summi t

31-35 Summit

100 Federal, 45 Summt

90-98 Federal

84 Federal, 902 Worthington
896 Worthington

884 Worthington

895-899 Worthington, 60-68 Federal
57-63 Federal

925-931 V7orthington

86 Arnmory

942-946 Worthington, 76 Arnmory
940 Worthington

926 Worthington

916 Worthington, 79-83 Federal
91-93 Federa

99-103 Federal

935-937 Worthington

941 Worthington

932-9 38 Worthington

DATE

1924
1923
1924
1915
1914
1914
1913
1914
1915
1923
1916
1924
1919
1922
1914
1929
1927
1927
c. 1908
1910
c. 1908
1926
1925
1926
1925
1930
1930
1923

STYLE

Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi

Jacobet han Revival

an
an
an
an
an
an
an
an
an
an
an
an
an

Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi

val
val
val
val
val
val
val
val
val
val
val
val
val

Georgi an Reviva

Georgi an Reviva

Tudor
Tudor
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi
Geor gi

Revi val
Revi val

an
an
an
an
an
an
an

20th c.
20th c.
Art Moder ne

Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi
Revi

val
val
val
val
val
val
val

commer ci al
:¢ ommer ci al
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BOTO REALTY TRUST

P.Q Box 1982 - 260 Pearl Street - Springfield, MA 01101

Tel ephone (413) 736-3454

January 19, 1983 -

Ms. Valerie Tal mage

Acting State Historic Preservation Officer rniT- i- -""iN.
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02108

Dear Ms. Tal mage:

| amsending this letter i nsupport of the nomi nation
of the upper _Worthington Historic District tothe National
Regi ster.

Over the years | have seen this area rapidly decline
with the changing econom cs and popul ation of Springfield.
Since | was at onetime a resident of this district, |
woul d very much like t oseethis vicinity preserved and
restored t othe once beautiful neighborhood I knew.

My interest i sof abusiness as well as a personal
nature, since I amone of the property ownet'a i nthis
district.

The buildings arestructurally sound anddisplay an
architecture remniscent of Springfield sprosperity. To
preserve this detailed craftmanship, which surfaced at the
turn of the century, certainly would be an asset t o our
city's revitalization plans.

|, along with other property owners, have triedt o
ibit the destruction anddeterioration of anera rich
architectural design. | ti sourdesire toreconstruct
part of history, rather than allow i tt odisintegrate
rom neglect.

I nh
I n
a
f

V¢ hope your comm ssion | ooks upon our history favorably,
aiding ourefforts torestore andenrich our city.

Cordially,

Robert D Valentine,
Trustee



CENESI S REALTY' TRUST

21 Pawkechatt Way
Marion, MA 02738

January 19, 1983 . ~)

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washington Street
Boston, MA 02108 ,

ATTENTI ON;  Valerie Tal mage

As a property owner i nthejforthington Historic District,
| take this opportunity t oexpress ny opinion as t owhy I
strongly support thenomi nation of these properties to the
National Register.

M/ investment i nthese properties was nmade fromt he
foresight that these potentially attractive buildings
could be preserved and renovated. The outlay of buildings
and streets would nmake a uniquely inviting neighborhood
as thegrowth and expansion of the City of Springfield
takes hold.

Currently, most of these buildings arei n various
stages of disrepair with some abandoned and fallen victim
to arson and vandalism  The daily destruction i nthis
area i scausing a slow deterioration of an historic and
irreplacable architectural style.

| still believe that we canhalt this housing blight
and renew an historically significant neighborhood of
Springfield through preservation and reconstruction. For
this, we turn t oyour comm ssion tohelp strengthen our
stance I nt heever enduring fight torestore and rehabil -
itate these ornate structures.

Sincerely yours,

W

Gi bbs Br a;
Trustee
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January 24, 1983

Val erie Tal mage

Acting State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 Washi ngton Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Tal mage:

| would like t otake this opportunity t oexpress ny complete support
of t heproposed UpP-ej:-Wox.thiiigtoji _,Historic-District i n Springfield.
The City has, andquite regretably, observed thesteady declineof

a once thriving neighborhood i nt heFederal, Summt, andWrthington
Streets area. As Mayor, | amvery anxious t ocurb this downward
trend andwitness therevitalization of these significant buildings.

The proposal that t hedevel opers have presented t otheCity assures

a complete and sensitive restoration project. The proposed district's
proximty tothehistoric Armory coupled with the architectural
cohesiveness of t hestructures themselves would nmake fora fine
exanmple of preservation.

The designation t ot heNational Register of Historic Placesi s

critical tothis project's success. | would askthat t he Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion andt heState Review Board give this matter

their utmost concern and consideration.

Should youhave any questions regarding ny support of t he project,
pl ease do not hesitate t ocontact me.

Sincerely,

Theodore E. Dimauro
Mayor

TED;cmt



SPRINGFIELD
PRESERVATION
TRUST January .28" 43. 3

MB. Val ery Tal madge

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washi ngton Street

Boston, MA 02108

Dear Ms. Tal madge:

The board of directors of The Springfield Preservation
Trust wishes t oexpress itsvery strong support for National
Regi ster status as an historic district forthe Upper
afi £iJlington Str;"eet nei ghborhood i n Springfield. This areai s
a fine example of an early twentieth-century apartment block
nei ghborhood. Wth theexception of our Hollywood sectioni n
the South End al | other apartment blocks of this eraare
scattered throughout thecity. Because of t he Upper Worthington
Street's layout of continuous four-story brick blocks which
was designed as a whole i ti sunique and should be recognized
as such. The buildings arei ntotal harnony with each other.
To any visitor totnearea thelong rows of buildings with
their massive detailing on thefacades - heavy classical,
bracketed cornices, limestone Ilintles and window and door way
arches - are an impressive sight. Many of t hebuildingsi n
the neighborhood are now going tobe fully restored to their
original beauty. The area i sindeed fortunate that these
apartment blocks have not been destroyed t o nake way f or new
devel opments as so many other important buildings i n the
city have.

V¢ urge nomi nation of this neighborhood forthe National
Register t oprotect i tand keep i tintact as an i mportant
architectural period of Springfield s past'and we hope,
her future.

Sincerely,

1111 main st. Stephen W Wallace
Springfield, mass. 01103
QC George Hano
Ed Brice



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[IIITTI~~]  Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 24, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowi ng nomnation formns:

Boston - Harvard Avenue Fire Station (Local)
Dedham - Anes School (Local)
Needham - Anos Ful |l er House (Local)
Nevj bury - Hal e- Boynton House (Local)
Northbridge - Rockdal e Gommon Housing District (Local)
An A Bpringfield - Upper Worthington Historic District (Local)
W nchester - Town Hall (Local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by theState Pveview Board and have
been signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oamners
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75
days before theneeting- and were afforded theopportunityto

comment. Conments received todate are attached to t henom na-

tion forms.

Sincerely,

Candace fJN.Mr.j.LLo S, ]
RegistrikfEi>on Director , oL et

CJ/lk



