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1. Name
historic Weeks Jionior High School
and or common same
2. Location
street & number N Hereward Read. N/A not for publication
city, town Newton AiZA vicinity of
017
State Mis sachusetts code 025 county M ddl esex code
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status PresentUse
district X public occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) private 2L unoccupied commercial . park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment . religious
object in process yes: restricted government . scientific
being considered -X— yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other: conversion to
4. Owner off Property housing
name <7ity of Newton
street & number  A'-'A* Cominonwealth Avenue
city, town Newton IA vicinity of state VBSSachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County Courthouse
street & number 40 Thomdike Street
city, town Cambridge state Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
titte Historic Assets of the Commcnv/ealth has this property been determined eligible? yes no
dift 1983 (#5711) federal state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical

city, town Boston

Commission

state



7. DeSCFIptIOI’] Weeks Junior High School, 7 Hereward Rd., Newton, MA

Condition Check one Check one
ji_ excellent deteriorated unaltered x- original site
9888 | gi; ruins altered moved date
fair ' * unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Weks Junior High School is a Tudor Revival school built in 1930 and set i n a planned
subdivision of Tudor Revival single famly houses. The school is E-shaped i nplan and

is three stories inheight beneath a truncated hip roof. O steel frame construction,
the exterior walls of the school are brick with cast stone trim

Sout hwest Elevation: The main elevation i s seven bays wide and i s separated by brick
and cast stone buttresses. The central bay contains a 4-story entrance tower. The
tower's first and second stories consist of a portico approached by a flight of stairs
and entered through-tw double doors set beneath a seven [ight transom i n an ogival

arch. The portico is topped by a row of trefoiled niches. Third and fourth story levels

of the tower are occupied by a multipaned and transoned w ndow which has a label [lintel
surroimd. The roof line of the tower is crenelated-and the surface' of the tower is
nade still inoreiconplex by buttressesand t<iurelies of varying heights ornamented with
capstones ¢ and niche? )-i ¢ o oo - of TS

Angl ed bays between principal Southwest facade and Northwest and South facades: These
two angled bays have steeply pitched gables above a two story oriel of cast stone. Directly

beneath the oriel isthe first floor entrance. The entrance i s conposed of a double
door with a seven light transom within an ogival arch. Spandrels are filled with a floral
motif. The bay is flanked by tall, tower-like buttresseswhich termnateinblind tracery.

South and Northwest facades: These two facades are identical, both being four bays in
| ength, separated by buttresseswhich repeat those of the southv/est facade, Watertable,
beltcourse ,and cornice copings continue on each facade.

Northeast facade: The northeast elevation consists of the court formed by the demolition
of the northeast wing between the north and southeast wings. A new, one story polyo-
gonal entry replaces the central wing. The ends of the north and southeast w ngs

have double gables and have two story high windows with l[abel lintel surrounds above
entries i nwhich ogee arches are set within label lintel siorrounds. -Corner buttresses
and the continued beltcoursesare the only ornament to these wing facades. Buttresses
separate the wide bays. The north wing has a one story boiler roomextension.

Interior features: Two roomns have architectural significance i nthe school. The first
is the entrance foyer. O each side of the foyer i s awde stair to the second floor.
Wought iron stair railings are repeated at the central balcony opening fromthe second
floor. A wought iron chandelier hangs on the foyer. The second roomof significanceis
the third floor tower roomwhich was originally a study hall. | thas a vaulted ceiling
which has been covered with acoustical tiles.

In converting the school into mxed subsidizedand market rate apartments it was
necessary to denolish the rear or northeast wing of the school. This wing, of
utilitarian Tudor Revival design, contained an auditorium two gymasia and a cafeteria.
Demolition allows light and airinto the units of the wings, provides rear access

and parking for the building (thereby maintaining the integrity of the southwest

facade) and retains anple floor area for the nlanber of units dictated by the terms of
the Federal subsidy,

(continued)
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In itsplace will be a slightly projecting three story pavilion with a contenporary one

story entry whose Gothic configuration will be conpatible with theschool, but whose

materials and design will mark it as a later addition. The entry will have sinple

brick piers standing on concrete bases which rise t oa concrete spandrel. The roof

will consist of aradiating, seamed metal covering.

N



8. Significance Ve¢eks Junior High School, 7 Hereward Rd., Newton, M

Period Areas ef Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric A community planning landscape architecture relligi on
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law SClI ence
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature scul pture
1600-1699 X architecture education military SOCl aI. .
1700-1799 art engineering mgsic hunani tari an
1800-1899 commerce .exploration settlement phi | osophy theater

A 1900- communications industry politics gover nment transportation

invention other (speci fy)
Specific dates 1930 Bui | der/Architect Henry and Richnond, architects

Stat enent of Significance (in one paragraph)

Veeks Junior High School i sarchitecturally significant as thefinest exanplei n
Newt on of a Tudor Revival style school. | twas designed by a prom nent Boston firmof
architects, Henry and R chnond, who designed its three sweeping street facades t ocarry
the symbolism of the style: thecloserelationship between thelate Gothic periodi n
architecture and t herise of educational institutions during that period. The architects
also carefully sited theschool and |imted direct views of it principally to the
three street facades and their opposite Tudor Revival hones t o enphasize theschool's
role i na comunity context. It'is significant as thearchitectural keystone of a Tudor
Revival nei ghborhood which was planned and devel oped around t heschool at thetime of
its construction i n1930. As a fine exanple of Tudor Revival architecture and an
integral component of a planned early 20th century nei ghborhood, theVeeks Juni or

Hi gh School meets criteria A md C of theNational Register,

The school i shistorically significant as an exanple of t hesuburban commxanity planning
whi ch took place i nthe 1920s and 1930s i ntheUnited States where a uniformty of style
was inposed tocreate a neighborhood with an ambience, i nthis case of Tudor England.
Anot her exanple at larger scale i sTuxedo Park i n New York. Tn both, econom c as well

as architectural uniformty was theintention of planners, who sought t o devel op
residential neighborhoods for theupper and upper m ddle classes who were noving out

of thecities and into thesuburbs at a high rate, encouraged by theavailability of the
aut onobi | e.

Veeks Junior High School and t hehouses i mmediately surroundingit were an early
pl anned nei ghborhood i n Newton Center. V\hile streets had been laid out and
devel oped with buildings of simlar styles fromthe 1850s i nNewton Center, never
previously had such atightly controlled devel opment arisen without incorporating
bui Il dings fromprevious periods.

The open farmland just south of Newton Center was conceived as a devel opment t obe
called Locksley Park as early as 1924. The city bought a portion of theland for a park
and t heremainder was laid out by Charles Trenholm as a residential neighborhood. 1 n
1928 a street and lot plan had been drawn up. Trenholm sold theland, its new streets
and lot plan t oHaynes and Hernandez t hefollowing year, 1929. The nane Locksl ey

Park was dropped, but t hemedi eval England thene had been established as the streets
were naned Athel stane, Rowena, Cedric, Hereward and Rotherwood after Sir Walter Scott's
novel Ivanhoe. Between 1929 and 1938 t he houses were huilt around thejunior high
school, which was planned i n 1929 and conpleted i n 1930, The area becane t he hone,

as intended, of upper m ddle class businessmen and professionals drawn tothecity
inpart by its reputation for a progressiveeducational system

The school was naned after John Wngate Weks who was t he 14th Mayor of Newton, serving
1902-1903. Avretired Rear Admral i ntheUS. Navy, Veeks was a nmenber of t he state
House of Representativesuntil 1908, then a US Senator i n 1913, and finally

(continued)



9. Major Bib iographica Refferences

Architectural PreseryationAssociates, Newton Centre, QGak Hill and Chestnut Hill,
unpubl i shed ma, nuscript, 1,983 ~~
Engi neer's Department, Newton City Hall, Plot Plans,

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property ~ 3.23 acres
Quadrangle name  'AMw'Att Quadrangle scale 1*+25000

UT M References
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Verbal boundary description and justification indicated by the heavy line on the- attached

map, entitled City of Newl on Assessor's Block System Engineering Dept. - 1946 (as
anended t o show demolition; new addition not toscale).’ ,
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state ijrai code county code

N/A

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Bonnie Parsons Marxer, Partner, Architectural Preservation Association

organization Architectural Preservation Assoc. date July, 1984
stregt & number Channing Place tdephone (617) 492-8169
city or town Cambridge date ‘'eMassachusetts.-

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service,.

State Historic denervation Officer signature \/()(jLttLi A" 1 gLM"AAANINC.
Historic Preservation Officer

For NPS use only
| hereby cejlify that this property is Included In the National Register . i<

A/:?L/\/\</\/\>t/\ V/\/\/\_*/\ S'*/\"®/\ NO N N we

At : date
Chief of Registration



NPS | 110-800-a No. 1024-0018
(37 Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior e
National Park Service jpor NPS ue oniy™ | ~ gg”

National Register off Historic Places “received NN
inventory—Nomination Form "cheaead

Newt on:  Veeks Juni or High A ~>-
ontinuationsheet school, 7 Hereward RY, | t emnunier 3 Page 2

a Secretary of War. A bronze bust of Veeks was presented totheschool i n 1931.

The building i sa fine exanple of one of theconservative historical revival styles
current i nthefirst three decades of the20th century, theNeo-Cothic/Tudor Revival.
While thelnternational Style was developing and providing a new direction i narchitecture,
the historical revival styles were being perfected i nfar greater numbers and with a
refinement derived from t heBeaux-Arts school of architecturestudied and practiced by
nany Boston area architects. Advances i ntechnology arerepresented i n the

use of cast stone i nlieu of carved |imestone for theornament of the building.

Cheaper and easier t oproduce, thecast stone enabled Henry and R chnond t o design

the school with historical detail at a scale which would have been economcally

impractical i nlimestone.

Four other schools were built i n Newton i nhistorical revival styles between 1921
and 1927. Véeks i st hef:inesi:'™ 7™ Revival exanple and t heonly one t o have been
surroxinded by honmes i nthe same style.

The architectural firm Henry and Ri chnond, wasa promnent early 20th century Boston
firm and successors tothefirmof Quy Lowell. Besides theHigh School, Ralph Henry
and Henry R chnond were at that sane period responsible for thehouse of Ms. Randol ph
Foppi ngham on t he Sargent Estate i nBrookline (1928), theNew England Trust Co, now
the New England Historic Genealogical Society (1929) and t he Massachusetts College of
Art on Brookline Avenue (1930),

Few artifacts of native American presence have been located i n Newton and none
specifically i nthis area. Archaeological potential i sslight.
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WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Véeks Juni or Hi gh School
M ddl esex County

Working No. / /
Fed. Reg. Date: "
Date Due:
o s Enteraj I n iUi/\/\Oll - ir::7SﬁGEP’I'I'._
I'ESU.mIS.SIOH national Hea.l“#ﬂ RETURN.
CH nomination by person or local government REJECT.
e owner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal
Substantive Review: e sample e request e appeal O NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes nno

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated * unaltered « original site
CD good I lruins » altered *  moved date.
o fair e unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
* completeness

e clarity
» alterations/integrity
| | dates

| Iboundary selection



8, Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

o clarity

» applicable criteria

» justification of areas checked

» relating significance to the resource

+ context

» relationship of integrity to significance
» justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
* Photographs
* Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



























Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Weeks Junior High School IN/liddlesex, 84000105
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X _Photographs (#s 1, 6-8)

USGSMap






128 Brooks Street
Brighton, Mass. 02135
Mirch 26, 1982

M. Law ence Bauer

Chai rman, Newton Historical GConm ssion
334 Kenrick Street

Newt on, Mhss. 02158

Dear M. Bauer,

| an a preservation consultant wio |ives just over the Newon line
in Brighton. Recently | heard that there i sto be a hearing on April 1
concerning the National Register nomnation of the Véeks Junior H gh
School on Allerton Road in Newton Center. Unfortunately | am going to
be out of town next week, so | would |ike to take this opportunity to
state ny support for putting this buildingon the Register.

The school i sa fine exanple of Late Gothic Revival, well proportioned
and nicely detailed. The quality of its design i s nore what one woul d expect
to find ina collegiate building rather than in a public school.

Not only i s the buildingworthy of nomnation initsom right,
it also contributes a great deal to the cohesiveness and atnosphere of
the nei ghbor hood. The school seens to be a focal point around which the
Tudor houses i n the neighborhood cluster. |t smassivenes.s ?s not
overwhel mng because it i s echoed in the rock |edges across Allerton Road.
The whol e nei ghborhood gives the inpression of being a well-thought-out
unified plem and the school is a nost essential part of the overall
desi gn.

The National Register i sa neans of protecting just such successful
and cohesive nei ghborhoods, and | strongly recormend t hat the Véeks
Juni or Hgh School be nomnated to the Register.

Sincerely,

Penel ope S. Vét son

bcc: R ck Bohn, NIF
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newton community development fo undation
37 Hamlet St., Newton Centre, Massachusetts 02159 Telephone 244-7062
May 3, 1984

M.

Executive Director

Valerie A Tal mage
& Deputy State

Historic Preservation Officer

294 Washington Street
Boston, M\ 02108
Re: Hearing on t heNom nation of theWeks Junior High School

in Newton, MA totheNational Register of Historic Places.
Dear Ms. Tal mage:

The Newt on Community Devel opment Foundation

is a community-based non-profit corporation founded i n1968
to help provide m xed-income housing i nNewton. 1n1981, the

City of Newton asked us tocarry out therehabilitation of

the former
closed.
hard tofind a financially
on thesite,

ing

join with the Newton Historical

Weeks Junior High School
For t he past

which was about t o be
three years our organization has worked
feasible plan t oprovide housing
while saving this historically significant build-
from demolition.

Now that we have started renovation work,

Commi ssi on, Mayor Theodore

we

Mann, and various interested preservationists, i n supporting
the placement of theschool i ntheNational Register of His-
toric Places. Ve strongly support thelisting forthe follow-
ing reasons:
1 - V& believethat thebuilding i sthebest exanplei n
Newt on, and perhaps even i nthe State, of a Late Gothic
Revival public school style of architecture, and
2 - The building plays a key role i nthedesign concept of
the surrounding residential neighborhood. The Got hic
Revival thene expressed i nthebuilding i s supported by
the style of thesurrounding hones, and even i n the

local street nanmes which have been taken from t heEnglish
Gothic novel Ivanhoe. The entire neighborhood was clearly
planned as a total unit, and, as such, i sa noteworthy

exanmpl e of early twentieth-centurysuburban city planning.
The Weeks School, as a central focus of this Gothic theme,
is, i nfact, a symbol of it, and worthy of preservation.

RECF ED

MSS H



Ms. Valerie A Tal mage
May 3, 1984 - 2

Attached tothis letter please find copies of
two letters sent to the Newton Historical Comm ssion i n
1982, just prior tothe Comm ssion's decision to support
nom nation of the School.

Sincerely,

Ri chard F. Bohn
Executive Director
RFB: j m
Enc.



JSTORICAI. COMMISSION

City of Newton, Massachusdtts

Incorporated 1873

CITY HALL
1000 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, NEWTON CENTRE02152-~AN A n
TELEPHONE (617) 552-7135 rNZ-OtZ.) V 'EAN
| AWRENCEC BAUER 15, 1982 ..

Chairman \ir-.I A.- VAW
Slchard r. Bohn 'ANG MAT MM
Executive Director
NIF
37 Hamet St .

Newt on 02159
Dear M, Bohn:

h My 6, 1982, the Newton Historical GConm ssion

voted tonomnate the Veks Junior H gh School building

to the National Register of Historic Places withthe

follow ng conditions:
that the Historical Commssion be granted design reviev/
over exterior elevations andsite treatnent; and that

: a preservation easenent be placed on theexterior

facade and be included i nthelong-termlease.

The Commi ssion w shes you success i nthe project and
| ooks forward t oworking wthyou.

Sincerely,

Bar bara Thi baul t,
Secretary

cc: Larry Bauer, Chairnan
Barry Canner, Planning Departnent o
Candance Jenkins, Mass, Historical Gomm ssion
Mayor T, Mann






COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

LI r M1 Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

[l c>Tr\DI Al Boston, Massachusetts
HibIlUKIUAL Q2108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
July 23, 1984

Rchard F. Bohn, Executive Director
Newt on Cciimunity Devel opi Ent Foundat don
7 Herewar d Road

Nevbon, M\ 02159

Dear M. Bohn;

The Massachiisetts State ReviewBoard will be considering the ncmnation of the
Véeks Junior Hi * School on Septerriber 12, 1984. | amwiting to youto inform
you that the staff of the Massachusetts Historical Conmssionwill not be
recornending that this property be voted eligihle by the State ReviewBoard.
This decision i s based onthe |ong standing opinion of the NMCstaff that the
National Register eligibility of the Wete Junior Hgh School is integrally
related toits plan. MHCstaff have consistently x:pheld that denolition of
the rear wing woul d danage the integrity of the structure and, inour opinion,
render the building ineligible for [isting onthe National Register of

Historic Places. Nunerous cai munications have evidenced the NMCstaff position,
the nost notable of these being the staff's failure to reconnmend' certification
of the rehabilitation of the structure'. Inlight of these prior decisions

and since the wing i nquestion i s nowdenolished, i tvould be inconsistent for
the staff torecorrnend that the State ReviewBoard vote the property eligible.

This actdon i s not expected to inpair or prevent the eventual [isting of the
Vfesks Juni or H gh School onthe National Register. Several possible scenarios
suggest thenselves. First, the State ReviewBoard coul d overrule the staff
recomendation andvote the property eligible. The nonination would then be
forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register for final approval. Second,
should both the State ReviewBoard and the SHOagree that, 1 ntheir opinion,

the building does not nowneet the National Registjer criteria, this decision

nay be appeal ed to the Keeper of the National Register, according to 360R 60.12
(see attached regulations), the appeal s procedures for tiie National Register

pr ogr am

In this instance, the appellant shall forward to the NS i n Wéshingtjon a copy
of the nonination form subnitted to the SHQ an explanation of why the appeal
is being submtted, and copies of any pertinent correspondence fron the SO

The Keeper shall respond within 45 days of receipt. | f the appeal i s sustained,
the Keeper will request the SHOto suhmt the nonination within 15 days and
listing will proceed. Qven the prior decision of Dr. Connally, Chief Appeals

Officer for the National Park Service, allowing the certification of the
rehabilit:ation to proceed, i tis expected that the Keeper of t+e National
|Reg| stjer woul d sustain any appeal s and that the property' would ultimtely be
isted.



| amalsowiting tolet you knowltat the MK vrill be happy t oincludeon
the agenda for the Septzenber 12t h meeting an opportunity for you to formally
present tjothe State ReviewBoard your case for the School's eligibility,

|'f you wi sh t o n@ake such apresentation, | will need t o knewby August 24th.
The agenda i scirculated t othe Massachusettis Historical Gonm ssionon
August 28 and any materials you mght also like tosubmt i ns\:pport of the
school's eligibility shoul dbe received by this office before that date. |
amavail able t o di scuss this with you at any tine.

In conclusion, |et ne state t+at the MC staff i s aware of and appreciative
of the diligence with vdiich you have pursued this project todate. | amsure
you wi || underst:andt+at for the MC staff toalter itsopinion regarding
the eligibility of the school at this late date would be inconsistent and
iiiproper.

Please feel free tocall ne i f you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Sarah J. Zlimernan
Preservation Pl anni ng Director
Massachusett:s Historical ContLssion

SJIZ/ hi
Encl osure

cc.  Honorabl e Barney Frank
Honor abl e Theodore Mann, Mayor
M. Leonard Gentile, School Departnent
Ms. Barbara Thibault, Chairman, Newton Historical Ccrm ssion
Bonni e Parsons Marxer, APA
Carol Shull, NS
NS MO
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Massachusetts State Review Board

c/o Massachusetts Historical Coniniisslon
294 \Washington Street, Fifth Floor
Boston, M\ 02108

Dear M. Curtis:

Last week, 1 received a copy of a letter from M. Sarah Z nmernan
of the Massachusetts Historical Commssion (MH) to Richard Bohn of t he
Newt on Communi ty Devel opnent Foundation (NCDF). This letter inforned
NIF that thestaff of theMt will not be recommendi ng t he Weks Juni or
H gh School as eligible forlisting on the National Register. Wthall
due respect tothe ML staff, | feel that their recommendation should
not be followed I nthis instance.

The devel opnent of this property as subsidized housing has been a
long and difficult process. All obstacles have been overcone because of
the coomtnent of theCity of Newon and NOOF to rehabilitate this
building i na manner which will preserve itshistoric andarchitectural
value while also helping toalleviate theCity's serious shortage of
af fordabl e housi ng.

Wiile I canunderstand the stand taken by thestaff of the MC in
light of their earlier statements concerning the destruction of therear
wing of thebuilding, and while 1 respect their consistent attenptsto
enforce their view of maintaining thehistoric andarchitectural
Integrity of this building, Tthink it would be destructive to follow
their recommendation at this nonent i ntime. M. Zi nmernan agrees, in
her recent letter, that theproperty will ultimately be listed onthe
National Register. She also notes the prior decision of Dr. Connally,
Chief Appeals Officer for the National Park Service, allc*wing the
certification of therehabilitationto proceed.

1 hope that M. Zimmernan i scorrect when she says that this
property will ultimately be listed despite their recomendation. | do
not think, however, that there i sanything to be gained by forcing NIF
to go through a long, expensive and frustrating appeal s process to reach
this goal.

The ML staff cannot be faulted for making this recommendationi n
light of their professional opinions, but I think it is very inportant
that the State Review Board recognize theopinions of Dr. Connally and
other experts and bring this matter to a quick conclusion by overruling
the staff recommendation and voting theproperty eligible forlisting on

the National Register before the success of this worthwhile projecti s
further endangered.

Si nderely, /

BARNEY FRANK\

Menber of Congress
cc: Secretary Connolly

Janes W | goe



THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY
50 MILK STREET
BOSTON. MASSACHUSET""S 02109 =« (6171 451-3480

MARVIN M. SIFLINGER
Executive Director August 7 1984

RECE'MED

Mr. John W. Curtis, Charman

State Review Board o AW 171984
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion Mio i * laoH
294 Washington Street

Boston, M\ 02108 jMAS, HST. GOMM

Dear M. Curtis:

The Massachusetts Housing Finance Agency i s providing
construction and permanent financing f orthe Weks School
Apartments, now under construction by the Newton Comunity
Devel opment Foundation. Qur Design and Technical staff has
worked closely with NCODF toinsure that the rehabilitation
work conforms t oour own high standards and those required
for a "Certified Historic Rehabilitation". Since a pronmpt
listing of the Weks School on t heNational Register of
Historic Places i sa major factor i nthefinancial viability
of this development, and since thebuilding appears eligible
for nomi nation, | urge the State Review Board tovotei n
favor of thenomi nationat i ts August 8t hmeeting.

Sincerely,

Marvin Siflinger
Executive Director









Certified mail # PO3 0198286

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
111111 m | Office of the Secretary of Sf/te

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

September 5, 1984

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Street, NV

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed youwill find thefollowing nom nations forns:

Newt on:  Veeks Juni or High School
Peabody:  Sout hwi ck- Strauss Tannery

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed

by theState Historic PreservationOfficer. QOaners were notifiedof

pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before t hemeeting and

were afforded t heopportunity tocomrent. Please note that theowner of

the Weks Junior High School waived their notification right; see waiver

letter with nomnation. Commrents received todate areattached t othenomnation forms.

Sincerely,

Sarah J. Zi nmer man
Director, PreservationPlanning
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

S7Z/ sac

encl osures
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WALTER G. WELL]jS
8606 VEAZEY ST., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008

29 Sept. '

National Register

National Park Service

United States Department of the Interior
Véshi ngton, DC 2028

Dear Sir;

The Federal Register, Tol. h9, No 187, Tuesday, Sept. 25, 198U
p. 3767V, includes the Véeks Junior H gh School, New on, Massachusetts,
as a Nomnation tothe National Register of HistoricPlaces.

| amabit curious astothe criteria used for this nomnation as,
unless I amold enough nyself, it hardly seens to be of an ageto qualify.
| was a nentoer of the second group to attend Véeks Junior Hgh for 3 years, from
fall of 1932tothespring of 1935- Long after that | | eamed that Senator
Véeks was instrunmental i nsone major |egislation affectingthe Park Service
or the 'orest Service, but the nan@ haslittle todowth the historic sig-
nificance of the structure or its uses.

[f itisnot already in the National Register, afar nore venerable
structure, or structures, i s the Hyde School, two buildings in*lewon
H ghl ands, about a mle fromthe Weks Junior H gh. Qe of the buildings
was old even inthe '30s.

| have no objection tothe Nomnation of VWeks Junior H gh other
than t o express surprise that such arelatively "new stmcture can be
nomnated. But, then, newness depends on where you're at, doesn't it.

Sincerely,



