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The attached property, Stuart Springs, in St. Francis County, 
Arkansas, reference number 77001502, was listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the National 
Register on 08/03/1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL 
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 7, 1978, 
Part II, Vol. 43, No. 26, page 5172. The attached nomination form 
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper 
at the time of listing. 
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Lz;~ DESGI-{IPTION 

CONDITION CHECi< ONE CHECI< ONE 

..XORIGINAL SITE _EXCELLENT 

X..GOOD 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTEReD 

:K_ALTERED _MOVED . DATE,..._.;..--..~ 

__ , FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Stuart Spring Historic Park is the site of Stuart Springs, a system of 
three springs consisting of Stuart, I:;:ard, and Alu..rn Springs. Stuart 
Springs, the largest of the three, lent its name to the area, and all 
three collectively are referred to as "Stuart Springs." The 16-acre 
park is located in a gentley sloping valley of picturesque Crowley's 
Ridge hills. The surrounding "''Oodland, v1hich once was a dense thicket. 
of beech trees, has been · thinned and the underbrush cleared to 
accommodate it:s present . use as a park. 

Just before 1900, a private improvement company was formed .to improve 
Stuart Springs. A brick springhouse was constructed over Stuart 
Springs, a large frame pavillion was erected, and recreational facilities 
\·rere constructed. The only physical re.rnains of the turn-of-the-century 
improvements are the brick foundation walls of the springhouse. 

Stuart Springs Park now appears similar to its turn-of-the-century 
appearance. Stuart Springs Site is marked by the remains of the 
springhouse, \.,rooden footbridges span the creek \•7hich flm.,rs from the 
springs, and wooden pavillions and s\.,ringsets serve as picnic and 
recreational facilities. The pavillions and bridges are recent con­
structions by the city. Other than the above improvements, the 
reduction in size from forty acres to its present sixteen acres, Stuart 
Springs looks much the same to presen·t residents as it did to earlier 
residen·ts of the area. Hm.;ever, \-iith its . decrease in importance as 
a · heal't'h · spa -and···one· of the major social centers of Forrest City, Stuu.rt 
Springs is not developed as .fully as in the previous period. The natural 
beauty· and· s~renity"of the sma.ll"· park u·:r~ more apparent. · . ·.: ' 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

·- HI<:TORIC -· -......ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANNitiG _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW _j.RCHEOLOGY -HISTOHIC 

__ o500 -. ~.J9 ·~~~-=AGRICULTURE 

_1600 - 1699 

__ 1700- 1799 

__ 1800-1889 

Et9oo-

_j.RCHITECTURE 

•• _J.RT 

_COMII.lERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC OATES 

STATEMENT Of SIGNIFICANCE 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORA Tl QWS~.:TLEM EN,T., . .,
7

P li.I _LO q.?:~ f:!Y, 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

__ f\ELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

2SOCIAUHUMANITARiAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Stuart Springs, a 16-acre park in Forrest City, is significant as one 
of the most historic spots in St. Francis County. Stuart Springs, the 
largest and best .kno\m of the three springs within the area, furnished 
Forrest City and the surrounding area with a fresh water supply. Not 
until the 20th century did it cease being the main water source. ~ddi- . 

tionally, Stuart Springs once was acclaimed .for its healing medicinal 
quaJ:ities. Near the turn of the century, it became a small spa of 
regional importance . . 

Stuart Springs was discovered before the Civil vlar by Professor James 
Stuart. Soldiers during the Civil \var camped near the springs, and many 
soldiers were reported to be treated with the medicinal \vaters. After 
the Civil Vlar many reunions, Fourth of July celebrations, and political 
:allies \vere held there. 

tvhile Stuart Springs functioned as the main source of >;J;J.:te~~·: _ a springbo1.,1s~. 

was cons·tructed over it for cool storage. Near the turn of the century 
a stock company erected a pavillion for so~i~;t ac,ti_vitie:S:, -and,_.St!J~.rt ;: ; :·.:: 
Springs received new "handsome" rock basins and walls. Mr. E. L. 
Vadakin in 1905 erected several recreatio~al facilities such as a 
shooting gallery, croquet grounds and swing sets. People from the 
surrounding area flocked to Stuart Springs to shoot, picnic, dance, 
enjoy the natural beauty, and take advantage of its mineral waters. 

Though the park has dwindled in size from its original 40-acre tract to 
its present size of approximately 16 acres, Stuart Springs continues to 
be a favorite picnic location for local residents. Swing sets and picnic 
facilities are present, but the other recreational facilities have been 
destroyed. Stuart Springs, as well as Izard and Alum Springs, have been 
reduced to a trickle, and are no longer frequented for water or medicinal 
purposes. However; the long and significant part Stuart Springs has 
played in the local history is reflected by its present use as a city 
park. The changes which time and history have imposed upon the park 
have not destroyed the natural b2auty bf the area. 
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Art Souvenir Supplement to the Forrest City Time s. 1905. On file at Arkansas 
Historic Preservation Program. 

Chmvning, Robert. History of St. Francis County, 1954. 
Forrest City Time~, April 12, 1976. 

Publications by Historic St. Francis, Inc. On file at Arkansas Historic Preservation . 
Program. 

St. Francis County Chronicle April 8, 1976. 
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WASO Form • 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

0 resubmission 
0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: 0 sample 

Reviewer's comments : 

0 request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

0 appeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 

Otair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

Working No. --------------
Fed. Reg. Date : _____ _ 

Date Due: -------+--r::=--?----­
Action : __ ACCEPT u/i/7 7 

_RETURN 
_REJECT _______ _ 

Federal Agency: ____ _ 

0 N R decision 

Recom./Criteria _______ ____ _ 
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Discipline _____________ _ 
Date _________________ __ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

0 original site 

0 moved date---- ----



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
D relating significance to the resource 
D context 
D relationship of integrity to significance 
D justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

D Maps 
D Photographs 
D Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to------------------------------

Signed------------------- Date------------ Phone:------------

GPO 918 ·4 50 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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OESCR 16E T"'E PF; ESENT AND ORIGI!'I.AL {If KIIIOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Stuart Spring Historic Park is the site of Stuart Springs, a sy~tem of 
three spdngr. consisti"'] of Stuatt, Izard, and l'J.\Iill Spring!'. S-cuart 
l::;>nngs, the largest of the thr~. lent it~ name to the area, and all 
t!l.!-e<. collectively are referred t ·.> as "S~art Springs." The 16-acre 
Pa,rit ic loca ~ed in a gantley sloping valley of picturesque Cro..,ley • s 
R:.~e hills. The surrounding "-QoJland, which once "'as ~ dense thicket 
o! beech ~s. has been thinned at.d the underbrush clE•ared to 
a~tE: its p~esent use as a pa.rk. 

Ju~t t--!>:o1:e 1900, a p'riv<Jte improvement canpany was formed to i;nprove 
Stuart Sprir.gs. A bric!: spring'house was constructed over Stuart 
SprL~gs, a large fr~ pavillion was erec-ced, and recreational facilities 
were constz-..1cted. T!le onl,· physical r~ins of the turn-of-the-century 
~rovenents are ihe brick foundatjon walls of the springhouse. 

Stuart Springs Park r~ a?Pears similar to its turn-of-the-century 
appear~~ce. stuart S?ric,gs Site is ~ark~ by the re~ins of the 
spri,ghouse, .. 'OO<ien iootb::idges span the creek which flo\o.os from the 
s'pri'lgs, .and v.xx!en pavilJions and ~vingsets se.rve as ricn.ic and 
recreational facilities. '- ' 'I'he f"villions and bt;idges ~r'e recent con­
i-..r.lction >J by thi! c i t y. ()ocher than the abYte i!ll?ro·l!or.tents, the 
reductio, in size f=o~ fDrty acres to its pre~ent sixteen acres, Stuart 
Springs looks r-uch t..roi! s'l.Z:le to present residents ns it did to e·=~ier 
residents of the area. Ho~~vcr, with its e ecrease in importance as 
a neal~; spa a:rl one of the r"~jcr social centers of Forrest City, Stu~t 
~pri:1gs is not c e·•clo ped a3 fully as in t he rrevio\.is period. The natur.al 
bo>.-auty .an:i se.ren:Lt::t of t he S::la~l ~arit a;e :rCJre appa.rc.~t. 
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_r~noN 
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-MUSIC 
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SP£CIFIC OATlS 8UILOEIVA'ICHITEI";T 

STATEMEriT 'JF SIGNIFICANCE . . 
~tu.u·t Springs, a 16-acre park in Forrest City, is significant a2 one 
of the ~st historic spots in St. Francis Cour~J- Stuart S?rinqs, the 
largest and besc k:1ovn of tha three 1prings wit!lin the erea, !11rnished 
Forrest City and the surroundin<J area with a fr.osh vatt~r supply. Not. 
until the 20th century cUd it cease heine; the ~Min wate.r source. Mdi­
tionally, Stuart Sprinqs once was acc·la!.med for itD healinq 11\eCicin~l 
qui\lities. Near tha ti.ll'n of the century, it beca:!~ a ~11 liP" of 
regional i~rtance. 

Stuart Springs was discovered before the Ci7il Wu by Prc!essor Ja=:s 
Stuart. Soldiers during the Civil Wal: camp<ld neat' 1·.he springs, a.'1d ~.any 
soldiers were reported to be treated v.ltl, the roodict"\1111 "1!to1!r!l. Mte ':' 
the Civil liar many reunions, Fourth of Jul~· celebrations, and political 
rallies were held there. 

While Stuart Springg functioned as the 111\in source of V,\~er .-a spr.in.ql:o1J.4'l 
vas conrtruct£d over it for cool storaqe . Ne~r t~ t~n of the centu:y 
a stoc~~: co~ny erected a pavillion for s.')C'ial ~o;';.ivit.i eu,. And. l:i~Uolrt.. ,. ~ · 

Springs .~ceived new "hand~ome· rock bcl~ins and wall3. ~r. E. L. 
Vadd.ltin in 1905 ercct-.nd se·;ora:;. reoroation.~;l fac ili t ! o s ,.ue!..l as a 
shooting gallery, croquet grounds ar.d li'wing ISil .. .ll. lr'~ple frc."' tha 
surrour.ding area !locked to Stu.U't Sprinq-3 b., shoot, • .- icnlc; <hnco, 
enjoy the n.'ltural beaut.y, and ta.lte aJ·1antage ,.,~ its ll!.i.ne:cal vat~rs. 

Though t.>ut park has d.r.indl.cd in size froM its c.dqJI'\Jll 4()-acra tr.:.c~ to 
its present siz~ of a?,;>roxi:n.ately 16 acrws, Stua:ct Sprinqs contin•IP.S t~ 
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have not destroyed the natural beauty of tho ar01a • 

'·; ~ __; . ... 

~~~~,~- {_ -~-~;~·~·~:=:~~~~~- .... -~· .... ~ ~. 

' -- .:--.-·.::..._ .. _: t .. -~~-~- .. ~~..,_&, .. 

r----..._~ 
-;. ,,. ; ~~ 

·tJ 
. , 
I ~ 

~­-............. 
...,;;;o; 

·.~ 



.:::: 

-, 

~:::~: 
~-

j 

1 
t 

];, , 

-~ 

j . 

/ 

· A\ f': . .f.fo:l:~/ "''1"! · ~ r"" " ..-q , ~ -T .-2,.: _, ,o-• · it ..;..., .jv(£) .·\l \.;~ , .L I.. 
.;" • 10 •• ~.; ' .;. ' ' • f" 

Lt'<lTLD STATfSiX .P.\I'.ni DITOFTHEI 'HERIOK t .·· __ .-;-7--:-- ---·-·...:--=:...:..~-~----] 
:.ATIC"'AL P.:IRK s:RVICF .. 1 " 1 ~' · ~ ~- '· - • . 

l _ I" ~ · ~ -· .. ,; · ·' "? 

"ATIO~AL rEGISTER O!llllSTO:llCPLACES 1· t· - ' ::-~ '.:...: -.:; ;_; • 

L'lVEN&O:< Y •c NO~NA 110~ FO:ti\1 k.:IL:_•lfl _ _ _;~ii..L-U;,__~ 

SEE INSTfl!.JCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES-- COMPLETE A?PLICA SLE SECTIONS 

C~ NA.\1E 
HISTO~ IC Stuart Sprin9s 

_.,t! 
ANOt Oil cb .... o .. 

Stuart S~ings Park 

- ~LOCAT!ON 

ST~HT. I'<U"&E~ 

Stuart Street NOTfO~ P\JBUCAT:ON 
CJTY. TOWN CONG~ESS I ON4l O<ST:_R-:c;t---------

F:>rrest Cit•! 
STATE 

Arkansds 

VICIN ITY OF 

COQ.E 
Q:;, 

lJCLASSIFICA TION 
:.:_, 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

_ciSTA ICT ~P\JBUC 
_IVtlD IPt<i tSJ _rRtVA Tt 

_s, ~ucru•e -BOTH 

.!.SITE PUSllC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_IF lNG CONSIOEP.EO 

STATU$ 

-OCCUPIED 

x'-u"OCCVP:ED 

_WORK 1?1 PP.e>:;R!SS 

ACCESSIIJLE 
- Y£5. RESTRICTED 

~YES. U'IRESTR ICTEO 

-'10 

1 'OWNER OF PROPERTY 
...... £ 

Ci~ of Forrest ·city 
S TREET & 'IU .. Bf~ 

Stuart Street 
OTY TOWN 

Forrest City VI-:INITY OF 

n ."!J! LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COUf'T.,.OUSf 
~(GlST~Y 0< OFEO~ETC St. Francis County Courthouse 
S'"EE' a. .. u .. ae~ 

Cir~Jit Clerk's Office 
CITY ToYwH 

Forrest City 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T!Tll 

04T£ 

f"i.rst 

CCUs~: Francis Cu~~3 . 

PRESENT USE 

-AGR>CUlTll'l! X'MUSEUM 

_COMMEROAl _PA~t( 

-EOUCA TIO"'-' l _PP.IVATl RESIOE"'CE 

_(STf.j:tfA i --.•.tENT _RfUGIOU S 

_GOV!;P.NUENT _SOENTIFIC 

_lr.OUS TR IAl _ TRA .. SPOATA TIO" 

_M rUT.lAY _Ofi<EA 

STATE 
Arkansas 

STAlE 

Arkansas 

-RO£:.Al -STATl COUIII'Y _ lOCAl 

~ 

!)f~TCP'tF~ 

SV..VtY A£ COR~ 

Crt."'"'" 
;r SIATl 

.............. -~ ... -~, 

! ' \.;. 

'·-· 
0 

c_. 

~ 

( .-

!-

' , j 
J 

i 
J 

l 
! 
I 

~ 
.l 
! 
J 

·~ 

I 

~ 
·1 
{ 

·~ 

, .. €i 

!--1 t' -:::- ·;.- p ~·:·1·!·(; .. 1 • 
~ .. _..,..v.,. .... "4 a-'!..' 

· .. 
C:OieOITIOM 

-OctWNT 

Z.eooo _,£111 
-'>£' 

-~ .... · 
-ll'<' 

-... --'( ~·- ......... · 

OESCRIBE TH t 

ltuar.t Spring Histor 
·three 11prinq1t cons1s• 
!princ;a. the lar~st 
thrP.e collectively a r 
park ic loc~ :ed in a 
Jtidc;e hills. The su~ . 
of ~ch treea. has b-: 
&CCOMdOd&t~ ita pres~r 

.Juet beiore 1900. a pr 
Stuart Sprirqs. A l::r . 
Sprin9s. a lar9e fr~ 
were constructed. 'Ih<' 
improvement& ar~ ~e ~ 

Stuart Sprinqs Park r 
appearance. Stuart !" 
apringhou~e, vcoden • 
springs, and vood~, r 
recreatior.al !acili t­
structions by the c i t 
reduction in si~o ! rc 
Sprin9s looks 111\!Ch t.. 
residents of the are 
a --health spa and o:-~e 

Spri~gs is -not devcl 
beauty ' end ·aerenit7 e 

·;.,. 

,, ' 
~"' ' 

"' 

' L-

~~1'~' 

·-. -....,_ 



Property Name 
Stuart Springs 

Missing Core Documentation 

County, State Reference Number 
St. Francis, Arkansas 77001502 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

_lL_ Nomination Form (original missing, photocopy from SHPO) 

_Photographs 

_USGS Map 
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