
fO:i,̂  B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 

59 

Newton, Mass. M.R.A. 
Town Nev/ton/Auburndale 

Address 2212 Commonwealth Ave 

Historic Name none 

Photo (3"x3'' or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to le f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location  
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or  
geographical features. Indicate al l buildings  
between inventoried property and nearest  
intersectlon(s).  
Indicate north 

SEE ATTACHED MAP 

Use: Present d w e l l i n g 

Original dwellin,"; 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c.18^5 

Source Jank.qnn Homestead Publ ic . 

Style anth 1 r; Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric board & Batten 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

additions; 1875> 190Q 

Condition Very good 

Moved no Date 
s q . 

Acreage less than one acre 1 0 . 0 3 3 f t . 
Setting si"ted on low h i l l , o v e r l o o k s 

one of c i t y ' s major east-v/est 

thoroughfares 

UTM REFERENCE 19.^1^^20,^^90520 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

Natick, Mass. 

1:25,000 

Recorded by _ 

Organization 

Date 

Bruce Fernald 

97/ton H i s t o r . Jomm 

2 /27 /80 

r ev . by H. White 3/86 



lATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT {if applicable) 
2212 Commonwealth Ave meets Cr i t e r i a C as one of the c i t y ' s few 
remaining board and batten type Gothic Revival houses. 

VRCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
)ther buildings within the coranunity. 

This well-preseiTved residence i s Auburndaie's only surviving 
Gothic cottage, and one of few remaining i n the c i t y as a whole. 
I t bears resemblance to "Design V I I " i n The Architeture of Country 
Houses, by A.J. Dovming. The overall picturesque q u a l i t y of t h i s 
small residence i s achieved by the use of board and batten siding, 
a crenellated enclosed porch and wood brackets at the l a t e r a l eaves. 
The e l l was added i n 1875 and remodelled i n I9OO at the time the dormer 
windows v/ere added. 

The house i s picturesquely sited on a tree-shaded slope. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
)uild1ng relates to the development of the community. 

As of 1980 t h i s house was owned by a descendant of Nathan 
Mossman, the ov/ner during the l a t t e r part of the 19th century. Mossman 
was Newton's overseer of the poor. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
City Atlases: 187^, 1886, I895, I907. 
City Direc tor ies : 1868, 1881, 1839. 
Friends of Jackson Homestead: Nev/ton's Older Houses: Auburndale (n .p . ) 
Interviev/ v/ith Mrs. Paul Henrich. 

8/85 



NPS Form 10-900-* 
(M2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For NPS UM oatf 

-/A^M 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Grouo 

Name Newton MRA 
State Middlesex County, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

61. House at 170 Otis Street Jintered In the ^t^eeper 
la t ional Eegistsi-

Date/Signature 

A?(Li-uw^r--^ 9Ah^ 

62. House at 173—175 Ward Sntored i n luf? 
Street 

63. House at 203 I s l i n g t o n 
Road 

64. House at 215 Brookline 
Street 

65. House at 2212 Commonwealth 
Avenue 

Entered in tbs 
Rational £d#4§l§|>' 

Hr-.tered i n tlie 
Register 

66. House at 230 Melrose 
Street 

Entered In tbe t/n.eeper 
Hat^cnal Eegistar ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

Attest 

p eepe r _^7<^^<A-t^^^y^>^^—^ f / / A ^ 

Attest 

f^rieper .AU-i^^^-^-^y^^T---^ 

Attest 

/keeper 

-Attest 

Entsrcrl in tha 
national Begistar eeper 

Attest 

67. House at 230 Winchester national Hegister /iTeeper 
Street 

68. House at 3 Davis Avenue 

69, 

70. 

House at 307 Lexington 
Street 

Attest 

Bational Eaglster ^Keeper 

Attest 

Enterod In the ^1<eeper 
jifatlonal Hagistez* 

Attest 

House at 309 Waltham Street .̂ .̂  . /fKeeper / / / / ^ 

JJatlonal - '̂̂ '̂ iRter, 
Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N S H E E T 

House a t 2212 C o m m o n w e a l t h Avenue ( N e w t o n  

M R A ) 
Middlesex Coun ty 
MASSACHUSETTS 

im resubmission 
CH nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
CH appeal 

Substantive Review: CD sample • request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date:  
Date Due: S r ' / / 
Action: ACCEPT 

RETURN. 
REJECT. 

z 
Federal Agency: 

• appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundarv selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Checic and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph . yi^'y^. y^ AS.. i.y yy yy. . ̂ .... AALIA. 
CH completeness .. 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 

context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local : ' i • 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title . , -• - d«t» 

13. Other 

CH Maps • > 
CH Photographs • -
CH Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

gjjnpH Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be conti'nued on an attached sheet 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 











City of Newton Assessor's Maps. Sheet ncr 
Metric Series. 1979 -̂ O 
Scale: UTM grid line Interval - 100 meters (328 feet) 

Newt on, :.ia s s. . R. A. 
2212 Jommonwealth Avenue, Auburndale 
^1-13-5 



-y9 

u 
Stan lev VruszewsVi 

"^ommonw-eaTth \venue 

vewton, ^ ^ ^ ^ 2 J ^ ^ p [ Y | r Q 

May lo«6 ^ 

Ms, Va1er^> -^almace l̂ -Vf -61985 
^xec t i t ive D i r e c t o r 
State H i s t o r i c ^ rese rva t i on O f f i c e r MAS;̂ . HIST. COl'/l/f. 
^^as.sacbtisetts H i s + o r i c a l '^omt^ission 

Rovlston S t ree t 
l i s t e n , MA 

: Newton M n l t i n l e Resource Area 

Dear ^'s. Talinaee: 

TbanV von f o r vonr l e t t e r o f Anr i1 l o s f i , 

I w t ic le i iea r ted lv and e n t h n s i a s t i c a i Iv suonort the l i s t i n g 
of '̂ '>.̂ 2 Corimonwealth Avenue, AnHirndale, which i s our home, 
on the Na t iona l Reg i s t e r , We hone f o r f avo rah l e cons ide ra t ion 
f r o n the State Review Board •'n naVing t h i s nomina t ion . 

'through our research on the house we have learned much about 
the h i s t o r v and development of the area. As a landmark on a 
htisv s t r e e t , the house stands i n continnous test imony to the 
design and c ra f t smansh in of a centurv and a h a l f ago, 

T encourage vour endeavors i n ^ r e s e r v a t i o n and wish vou w e l l , 

S ince re lv , 

Stan lev ^ruszewsVi 


