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NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT

(1f applicable)
The Gray Cliff Historic D
e
n

istrict i sa cohesive cluster of late

s, including some of thecity»s nost
gle Style, and therefore meets Criterion
Historic Places.

r
nineteenth century residenc

C
n
notabl e exanples of t he Shi
0

of theNational Register of

ARHTECTURAL S QN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate i nterns of
other areas within the conmunity.

The Gray Jliff Historic District contains exanples of several late
nineteenth century architectural styles, and one of thecity's few
clusters of Shingle style residences. The house at 35 Gay Cliff Road
(c. 1895) conbines elements of several styles. The deep ganbrel
cross-gable roof projectrbeyond thewalls and t he overhang i s supported
by over-scaled shingled consoles. The entrance v/iith sidelightsi s
set v/ithin an octagonal porch with Doric colums.

The house at 39 Gay Cliff Road (1897) i sa Shingle style house
of nodest proportions. Built into an enbanknent, therear of the
structure overlooks a rocky ravine. The steep gable roofi s

broken by a ganmbrel gable. The facade i senlivened by t he overhang
of theattic story and thesmall oriel v/indowi nthe second story.
In 1907 t he ov/iner of t he house was Henry Tyler, a professor at r.1.1.T.

HSTARCAL SANHCANCE  Explain historical inportance of area and how the area relatesto the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity*

The | and conpri si ngbthe Gay diff HistoricDistrict vias once
part of the estate of Robert R Bishop. Bishopwas a judge and
Presi dent of the Massachusetts Senate during the | ate nineteenth
century. Hi s vast estate reached fromHobart Road to the east,
Beacon Street to t he south. Grant Avenue to the west, and
Jommonv/ ealth Avenue t ot henorth. Among t hepicturesque natural
features of thetogography are a cave called thelndian's Oven,
slate |edges, and boul ders believed t o contain ashestos.

Robert Bishop v/iasalso a city v/iater conm ssioner, v/ho v/as
instrumental i nbri ngiqi ng about theconstructionof NeMrton's nopdem
viater system v/ith thereservoir at Waban Hill.

At theend of thenineteenth century, theconstruction of
Jommonv/ ealth Avenue increased |and values and resulted i npressure
to subdivide many | arge estates. Although sone of theestate
grounds along Jomonweal th Avenue v/iere intensively devel oped, |arge
architect-designed suburban residences on anple |ots prevailed.

The developers of the Gay Jliff area took advantage of the striking
topography of steep rocky |edges and crag?y outcroppings, and viere
inspired by thepicturesque tradition i nlaying out t he winding

road and delineating thehouselots.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENES
Nev/ton's 19t h Jentury Architecture; Nev/iton Jentre, Gak Kill, Jhestnut Hill..
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ARCH TECTURAL SIGNI FI CANCE cont.

The house at 53 Gay Jliff Road (1880s) i s considered to be one of

the city's finest exanples of the Shingle Style. The contoured w ndow
enframenents affirm the flexibility of shingle construction, and broad
areas of roof energe in accordion-like stages. Most of the exterior
surfaces are clad 1 n shingles, including the consoles supportingthe
overhang of the second- and attic-stories, and the com ces.

The house at 65 Gay Jliff Road (1890) is a large residence enploying
a design elenent frequently seen in local houses of the |ate nineteenth
century: the use of fieldstone on the first story with wood shingles
used on the upper stories. A slate hip roof with hi Fped dormers caps
the  blocky form of the house. A pair of oval bays flank a broad
entrance, |endingoverall symmetry to the design. This was the
residence of Joseph Viork, a Boston treasurer, during the |89CS;

after 1907 i tvias the residence of vVilliam Coolidge, a Boston |awyer.

The house at 70 Gay Jliff Road (c. 1885-1890) i s another Shingle-
Style residence with Colonial Revival overtones. |t sboxy, rectangular
formis capped by a steepl?; pitched gable roof punctuated by gabled
dormers.  The w ndov/s of e end gables have contoured enframenments.
Exterior v/iall surfaces are clad i n both shingles and clapboards.

The enclosed entrance \oorch has app||ed wooden swags at the frieze,

and supports a deck balustrade. 1907 Frederick Foster, a Bost on
busi nessman, resided here.

The house at 64 Gay Cliff Road is a finely detailed Jolonial
Revival residence built in1892. The hip roof of slate rests on
a modillion com ce v/iith a dentil course. A Palladianv/indowi s
aligned v/iith the entrance,v/hich is set v/ithin an enclosed, sem-
circular porch supporting a deck balustrade.

The house at 54 Gra%/ Clitff Road (c.1894) vias the home of John
r.lainland, a Boston builder. The house exhibits the typical

i nventiveness with v/hich Jolonial Revival desi%ners enpl oyed
Jlassical decorative motifs. The tv/o and one-half story residence
s based on a rectangul ar plan v/ith a shallov/, gabled entrance
pavilion. The entrance has |eaded glass sidelights and i s set
viithin an lonic-columed porch.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below.

Historical Significance:

A second factor v/hich acted as a catalyst in the development of
the Gray Cliff area v/as the proliferation of street railv/ays, and
introduction of regular passenger service with the advent of the
Jircuit Railroad in 1886. The area soon became regarded as a
fashionable place of residence for wealthy Boston businessmen and
eorof essionals.

Although it has not been proven conclusively, certain information
suggests that the Gray Cliff area v/as laid out by Herbert Killov/ay,
a draughtsman in the office of Frederick Lav/ Olmsted.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



Y CLIFF HSICRCD STR CT

Addr ess SBL Hi storic Nane Dat e Style GNC Inven.# Area

35 Qay Cliff Rd. 61-23-6 1880s Shingl e C NG 305 15, 087
39 Gay Cliff Rd. 61-23-7 1897 Shingle C NG 304 18, 041
43 Qay Cliff Rd. 61-22- 18 Robt . Casson House 1880s Shingle C 121, 802
53 Gay Cliff Rd. 61-22-19 1888 Shingle C NG 306 27, 150
54 Gay Cliff Rd. 61-24-11 c. 1893 Col oni al Rev. C NG 307 26, 722
64 Gay Cliff Rd. 61- 24- 10 1892 Col oni al Rev. C NG 308 18, 866
65 Gay Cliff Rd. 61- 22- 20 1890 Shingl e C NG 309 41, 295
70 Gay Cliff Rd. 61- 24-9 c. 1885 Shingle C NG 310 28, 525
8 properties with an area of 297,488 square feet ( acres)

Sbui I dings, O non-contributing
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Attest
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("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Gray Cliff Historic District (Newton MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

. 1 N

CU resubmission jLntereHI™n
O nomination by person or local government '
e owner objection
e appeal
Substantive Review: IHI sample d| request *  appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below

substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status

Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes no
7. Description
Condition Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

n good I | ruins altered

o fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph '
CH completeness

e clarity
e alterations/integrity
e dates

I Iboundary selection »

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Ddi& J N 51313/
Date Due
Action:
the .RETURN.

. REJECT_
Federal Agency:

C] NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
original site

moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

e applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource

« context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature i

title date

A13. Other

g/\/\otographs AACAZZZUA.A.AAtAVA.AA AAfC,«.A',A<AA>‘i"<A>A

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:.

GPO 91 8-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
















































