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City of Dunedin for Dunedin Historical Society
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CONDITION
I | Excellent
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D Good [X Fair
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CD Unaltered
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CX Moved
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(Check One) 

| | Original §MK\.

Andrews Memorial Chapel is located in a rural 
setting in the city^owned Highland Park. It was mov_ 
to this site in 1971 and it now stands on block piers 
The structure is wood framed throughout and from all 
evidence it is heart pine. All concealed framing lum­ 
ber is rough sawn, full dimension. Wood flooring is 
tongue and groove, apparently of pine and painted. The 
exterior of the building is wood siding, in horizontal 
coursing, shiplap "novelty" siding with curved top 
rabbet. The most unique feature of the structure is 
the roof framing. Wood trusses frame across the main 
room and carry two purlins on each side which in turn 
carry vertical rafters./ The roof decking is tongue 
and groove beaded siding, stained and varnished. The 
trusses are basically modified scissors trusses. The 
roofing material is cements-asbestos shingles (red) , 
but these are certainly not the original. /No evidence 
of the original roofing remains, but it is likely that 
it was wood shingle. Doorways are both arches and half- 
arches with scroll sawn casings and carefully kerfed and 
bent moldings. Decorative brass hinge plates indicate 
considerable age and are very likely the original hard­ 
ware,/ Windows are single-hung with right-angle straight 
arch heads.

Interior wall finishes are a painted wainscot of 
vertically applied double beaded siding. There is 
then a layer of plaster on wood strip lath to the eave 
level with double beaded siding from there up f stained 
and varnished. The main room is approximately 30 by 50 
feet. The rose windows in both of the end gables are 
thought to be original to the building.

The main alteration of the building was the removal 
of the steeple. The general condition of the building 
is fair. There is no apparent damage to the roof 
structure, and the interior surfaces are in very good 
condition. The exterior siding, however, shows much 
damage. This is from the recent move and the effects 
of weather. The siding also shows nail damage from a 
previous stucco application. The gable shingles are in 
good condition.

This building is most interesting and a valuable 
example of early indigenous Florida architecture. The 
designer-builder showed imagination, coupled with 
admirable restraint r in his treatment of the fenes- 
tration, finished wall surfaces and particularly in 
the roof framing system, ll
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"In the spring of 1871 f according to public notice f 
a meeting was held at the schoolhouse, the usual pla,ce of 
worship, for the purpose of organizing a church,^ Since 
the arrival of the Rev. Mr. Brown from Virginia in 1868, 
the tiny congregation had been meeting in the log school- 
house. In 18^5 f however, construction was begun on a new 
church building. The land for the church was given by 
Mr. B. W. Brown, at which time the name of the church 
was changed to Andrews Memorial. The naming wa,s in 
honor of William Andrews, recently deceased, whose father 
pledged $200 to the building fund if the church bore his 
name.

The tiny congregation continued to grow and many 
members wanted to build a new and larger church in the 
center of population. Before an agreement could be 
reached between the members, a parcel of land was given 
by Mr. William Tate/at the southwest corner of Scotland 
Street and Highland Avenue. The new church was completed 
in 1888. There was ^never a formal dedication, but the 
name, Andrews Memorial Church, was transferred to the 
new location.

In 1926 Andrews Memorial Church became the Andrews 
Memorial Chapel and was moved down Highland Avenue to 
the rear of the church property to make room for the 
present sanctuary. The church changed its name to the 
First Presbyterian Church of Dunedin at that time.

Because of the architectural significance of this 
indigenous structure and since it is one of the few 
remaining nineteenth century structures in this rapidly 
expanding region/of Florida, it is judged to be of ade­ 
quate regional importance for placement on the National 
Register. There is a great deal of local interest in the 
preservation of this structure as evidenced by its recent 
move by the Dunedin Historical Society. The building 
is currently in the process of restoration to be used by 
this group as its headquarters.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q^X'^^tate d) Local ;£]

e State — Liaison — Officer ————

Date May 10, 1972

STATE CODE

Florida 12

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register. 
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