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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Caleb Lothrop House, b u i l t about 1823, i s located i n a r e s i d e n t i a l section of Cohasset. 
I t i s located on about half an acre of land, protected by trees i n the side and back 
yards and large evergreen bushes i n the f r o n t . 

The two story house has a hip roof and brick ends with a clapboard facade and a shingled 
rear elevation. Portions of the roof are s t i l l slated, but many parts have been covered 
with composition shingles. The house rests on a granite foundation and has a f u l l 
basement. A two story clapboard e l l , b u i l t c. 1900, has been added to the northeast 
rear of the house. Two t a l l inside end chimneys, both i n need of repair, serve the four 
main fireplaces. 

The house i s symmetrical, with a f i v e bay facade; the brick ends are two bays deep. A l l 
of the windows i n the main part of the house have 6/6 sash and louvered shutters; those 
on the e l l have 2/2 sash. The centered f r o n t door, covered by a non-original f l a t hood, 
is flanked by half sidelights and slender p i l a s t e r s . The door i t s e l f , also probably 
not o r i g i n a l , has six f i n e l y molded panels; a large granite slab serves as a step up 
to the door. 

The plan of the i n t e r i o r of the house has been s l i g h t l y altered over the years, but a 
surprising amount of o r i g i n a l paneling and molding are extant. The mantels i n the two 
f i r s t f l o o r f r o n t rooms are o r i g i n a l , and f i n e l y molded; the mantels on the second fl o o r 
are s i m p l i f i e d versions of those below. The upstairs ceilings appear to have been slight­
ly raised, which incongruously reveals the building's s t r u c t u r a l members i n a manner 
more appropriate to early Georgian architecture than to Federal. 

As the building has been empty for the la s t three years and was not well maintained for 
several years before t h a t , the house has begun to deteriorate. None of the damage i s 
st r u c t u r a l , however, and the o r i g i n a l fabric can be stab i l i z e d easily. The house has 
been recently acquired by the Cohasset H i s t o r i c a l Society and w i l l , when restored, serve 
as the headquarters for h i s t o r i c a l and preservation groups i n the town. 



r i SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X—1800 1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHIST0RIC 

^ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

^AGRICULTURE 

X_ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

X_COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT, 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES b. 1823 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Caleb Lothrop House i s not only s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y but also has strong 
associations through the lothrop family with the development of Cohasset. 

The house was b u i l t c. 1823 by Caleb Lothrop, who was the grandson of Revolutionary 
War hero Thomas Lothrop. Caleb was a ship owner and ship chandler, and served the town 
as a member of the Board of Selectmen and as town treasurer. The Lothrop family for 
many years owned a wharf at the cove end of Cohasset Harbor, and were involved i n the 
town's p r i n c i p a l industry, mackerel f i s h i n g . 

Members of the Lothrop family l i v e d i n the house u n t i l 1966, and while none of them 
achieved outstanding significance the family was always an important part of the 
community l i f e . I n 1966 the house was sold to St. Anthony's Church to be used as hous­
ing for nuns; when that plan did not materialize the house was rented out for a number 
of years. The building has been vacant for three years but plans are now underway to 
restore the house and turn i t in t o a community h i s t o r i c resource center. 

The Lothrop House i s s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y t o the town of Cohasset because i t i s 
one of two brick end Federal period houses l e f t i n the community. Brick was not com­
monly used for re'sidential purposes i n Massachusetts u n t i l the l a t t e r half of the 
nineteenth century, so brick walls on an e a r l i e r house usually denoted affluence and 
importance. The house, which has been very l i t t l e altered through the years, i s a good 
example of the arc h i t e c t u r a l style once so popular i n Massachusetts' seaports. 
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