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The former Allamakee County Courthouse is a \ Greek Revival structure in a temple
form without portico, of faded red brick on a limestone foundation. Its standing- 
seam metal roof bears a two-stage cupola and a small brick chimney to the rear. The 
cupola has cornicework and paired brackets on both stages. Louvred openings 
in the second stage indicate the former presence of a bell. The edge of the upper 
stage exhibits standing Greek-wave scrollwork with finials at the corners. A finial 
caps the tin-covered dome of the cupola.

The courthouse is 43' x 37', three bays wide and four long. The classical pediment 
has a returned cornice and paired bracketting. Simple brick pilasters decorate 
all four facades. Windows throughout the structure have stone sills and lintels. 
Particularly interesting is the double-door entrance, each door being double-hinged, 
and the whole topped by a fanlight and hoodmold with keystone. The entrance is 
reached by a wide flight of stone steps.

The interior has been remodelled (1964-66) to accommodate museum facilities, but 
a number of interesting items remain from the original use of the building. A 
symmetrical, divided-flight stairway with two outside ascending flights still 
retains large wooden newel posts and slender spindles. The ceiling of the first 
floor between the flights is covered in decorative pressed tin. Most of the 
original woodwork is still intact, the majority being of a simple Greek Revival 
style; that of the courtroom bears paired scrollwork brackets below the window 
cornices.
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Greek Revival architecture of the high quality exhibited in this structure is 
exceedingly rare in Iowa. The vernacular details (scrollwork and bracketting) add 
an interesting element without detracting from the classic character of the building 
as a whole. The stylistic character of the courthouse is reminiscent of civic ar 
chitecture in the Western Reserve of Ohio. Since early settlement in this area 
of Iowa was at first largely drawn from the Western Reserve, it is highly likely 
that the architect for this courthouse came from Ohio and repeated at Waukon the 
familiar style of his former surroundings.

When Allamakee County was organized in 1853, Waukon was designated the seat of 
government. From about 1854 to 1857, the courthouse was a frame building, of 
hardwood lumber and basswood siding. In 1857 a similar structure was erected 
beside it to hold the increasing amount of county goverment activity, and both were 
used until 1861.

The courthouse described in this nomination was built across the street from the 
other buildings, begun in 1859 and finished in 1861. In that year, however, political 
pressures forced the county seat from Waukon to Lansing, and the handsome new 
building was put to other, mundane uses. In 1867, however, the county government 
returned to Waukon, and this building served as the courthouse until 1941, when 
the continually burgeoning civic offices could no longer fit into its small interior.

The former courthouse now houses the county historical museum.
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