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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Post Office is three stofzgé in helght with a basement. It
is a repular quadrangle with an inner courtyard the inner
courtyard (reaching only to the ceiling of the main floor)
is decorated with geometrical designs on the walls. There
is one princinal facade (that on Seventh Street) and two
minor ones (those on Mission and Stevenson Streets). The
first floor (devoted to the nostal service) is pierced by
Romanesque arched windows, nearly from floor to ceiling.
The fenestration of the two upper stories differs: That of

the seconquls comnosed of Square. w1ndows, ‘that of the third
and rost ornate floor (which contains the courts) is com-
posed of rectangular window openings separated by flat pil-
asters and éurmounted by trlangular pediments, There are
pavillions at each of the four corners of the ‘building, in
these are placed the entrances. Entrances on the principal !
facade are contained within arched spaces. The doorways

are flanked on either hand by double engaged and fluted
columns (bound as in the menner of the Roman fasces). The
canltals are composite, being chlefly Ionic, but also cone
taining wreaths and carved fruits, and surmounted by small
American eagles. There are triangular pediments (over these
principal entrances) which are dentillated. The arches over
the pediments are at second floor level ‘The second floor
windows (lighting judges chambers and other offices) are
without ornamentation but have flat arches. The third floor
windows in the pavillions are separated by double columns
(again bound) and are surmounted by curvilinear pediments
(save for the central windows in each pavmlllon vhich are tri-
angular). Walls are thick and all windows are deeply set;
those at first floor level have projecting sills, supported
by brackets, between which are black marble roundels. The
stones of the walls are carefully cut and deeply incised
joints (Joining those of the first and second floor arches)
form continuous lines emphesizing the horizontal dimensions.

The two lesser facades lack pediments (save for third story
windows) and the entrance arches are at first floor level.
The prlnc1nal facade has pediments at the roof-line over
each entyance (in the pav1lllons) There are two cornices:
that am‘gécOnd floor level is simple supported by brackets,
that at the roof is strongly dentillated as are the pedi-
ments surmounting the pavillions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The entire building and its adornment reflect several influ-
ences: the then dominant Beaux-Arts school of architecture,
_the federal traditions of the early republic, and the
- Italian Renaissance. While not unique in the United States,
the building is en outstending example of its time and
neriod,

The building was designed by James Knox Taylor, Supervising
Architect of the U. S. Treasury Department in Washington
(which then had charge of all federal buildings of a civil
nature), and work was carried on under the supervision of
Joseph H. Roberts. It is probably the most ornate of all
public buildings west of the Mississippi being rivaled (if
at all)only by the State Capitols of Utah and perhaps
Colorado. The best of the rooms of the Post Office are
those designed for the courts containing splendid marble
statues and busts, a marble bench, fresco wall paintings

. depicting the colonial conquests of the U. S. in the Pacific,
(then recent) the Phillimpines, scenes of ocean commerce
and symbolic figures, one court room especially has an air
of elegance. Another room contains pglass mosaic trimming,
marble walls and floors, and carved panels.

INSTRUCTI1IONS

S EE

The structure is of brick faced with granite, The marbles
were brought from ItalJ (some are Carrara) and from North
Africa. Italian workmen were brought as woodcarvers, stone
masons, and marble workers. It resembles, in its interior,
the Library of Congress (a contemporary - 1899), the U. S.
Capitol, and the New York Custom House. TFew publlc bulldings
in this country have such an air of splendor and ma
cence.
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/;/ There is a parapet, surmounted by classical balustrade above
the roof line, Granite spheres surmount the piers of the
balustrade on the pavillions, Bronze spiked lanterns flank
the main entrance at street level., There are ornamental
street lamps along the entire Seventh Street front. The
setback area in front of the facades has recently been
planted with trees and shrubs forming hedges. The setback
itself was paved with stone flagging. There are low granite
steps leading to each entrance flanked by low stone walls.
The interior finish deserves as much attention as the exter-
ior. The flooring of the public corridors on the first
floor is terrazzo work with ornamental designs in the form
of stars and geometrical figures. The corridors are fin-
ished in Italian and American marbles. The ceiling is of
marble and mosaic work. The second floor corridors are of
Italian marble, with trim of Lyonnaise and glass mosaic
(a revival of Assyrian decoration). The third floor is
trimmed in Numidian (North African) and Tennessee marble.
Interior wood finishes are of Mexican mohogany, white ma-
hogany, East Indian woods, redwood, and antique finish oak.
Many of the doors, especially those of the judges chambers,
are elaborately carved.

The site was purchased under authority of Act of Congress on March 3,
1887 for $1,055,000, Initial opposition to separating the Federal
courts from other Federal agencies was overcome, and Congress on
March 3, 1893 provided $2,500,000 for construction costs g, a sum later
to mount to $3,555,000 - equlvalent to perhaps $20,000,000 today.
Work progreosed qulte slowly; it was not until 1ate 1905 that the
building was ready for occupancy. Hardly six months later, the 1906
earthquake seriously damaged the structure, and the fire threatened
to destroy it, However, all valuable records were placed in vaults,
oil lines plugged, fire hose rigged, and wet sand bags against inner
doors confined the fire to a few rooms. The building was saved by
the determined and heroic efforts of the employees on duty, as was
the o0ld custom house (old Appraisers Building now demolished) and
the 0ld Mint. Because of this, court records and other documents
dating from the 1850's are still extant.

A different sort of crisis arose in the 1960's when the courts were

~ scheduled to move to the new Federal office building in the Civic

“ Center. This would have rendered useless space designed in the grand
manner for courtrooms and chambers, Fortunately, the Chief Judge of
the U.S. Court of Appeals was instrumental in securing refurbishing
and in retaining his courts in the old building.
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Junior League of San Francisco, Inc., Here Today - San Francisco's

(Chronicle Books, San Francisco, 1968)

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE ProPERTY | O DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE ~ LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes. Seconds | Dearees Minutes Seconds
NW S 37° 46 48" 122° 24 37"
NE (4] v ” "o [ n
SE -] v ” ) o ' ”» -
SW © v » [+ ’ "

APPﬁOXlMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

2.6 acres

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR'PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR couwm"‘

STATE: CODE | COUNTY /é,; ) ‘ coDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: f - CODE
STATE: - CODE. | COUNTY: ~cooE

COUNTY:

NAME AND TITLE:

Ralph 4. Mead,

Secretary.

ORGANIZATION

San Francisco
Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board

DATE

August 3, 197

STREET AND NUMBER:

100 Larkin Street

2

CITY OR TOWN:

San Francisco

STATE CODE

California

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The récommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

L.ocal

X

State Liaison Officer

October 16, 1970

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

éuu/?b % | @MMMM%\\

OCT 1.4 191

Date
ATTEST:
=g (
Keeper of The & ational Regist%'
Date sEP 2 1 197’

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Isreservatz‘bn
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