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Bow i1l is without a Joubt the fiaest example of Federal 3tyle archi-
tecture in Mercer Couanty. Its coastruction aad its décuration are of the
highest quality, and lead ons to velieve that the builder, interior crafts-
men aad cred of carpsnters came from some center of stylish taste aid
enlishtened patronage such as Philadelphia., Its size uisaris most othar
five bay, two and a half story houses in the couaty, and attests to de
Klyn's wealth and power, :

The Federal Style aesthetic with its emphasis oa flat planes, sharp
linear edges aad thii salls awd its preference for delicate, lecy applied
rather than carved decoration made itself felt strongly here. On the out-
side, we notice the sheer brick walls, pierced by broad expanses of wiindow
sash (12/8 in the second floor, 12/12 on the first), the high croua gambrel
roof, the four tall chimneys flush with the outside wall, the modest box
coraice szadwiched by strips of thiily gouged, punched and srcaded ornameat,,
and the back door with its Aeeded pilaster aad lightly incised notifs, In-
side are several orijinal pzinted pine msntlepieces with reeued pilasters,
applied acbbed ovals and iacised piasheels, a large elliptical center hall -
arch, pansled wiadow jambs aad all the original eight unit panelled doors.
The most elaborate fireplace that survives is that in the right rear parlor,
where lavish rloral 2ad fruit swags and a rinceaux filled center placque
articulate the flat wooden side aand cross pieces, In adcition this room
displays a i1ae woodea cove coraice znd panels under the windows.

Some changes have occurred. G4resk Revival finned moldings were slapped
over maay of the door aad wiados frames, c¢,1830, ia order to keep up #ith
fashion, The rireplaces in th: two froi rooms oi the first floor hsve
disacpeared, one replaced by a round headed, Trenton-made, vensered slate
specimen, ¢,1850. The magnificent carveu nahogany bannister aad fluted
balusters have been replacad, though they can be f wund ia the attic. The
kitchea wiag has besa completely mod:raized., The front doorway is gone.

The coastruction of the house, as revsaled in the cellar and the attic,
Jdocuments the activity of a hishly skillad mastsr builder, A brick wall
Jivides the cellar lengthwise and supports the 2 by 10 inch oak floor
joists that run laterally under the four side rooms and longitudinally
under the center hall. The joist of the later group are carefully mortised
and tenoned into the inaer most lateral ones with increaible precision,
Brick foundations with barrel vaulted ceaters support each of the four
chimneys, In the attic four huge, pegzed, inside rafter frames hold up the
roof. The gambrel coafiguration demanded and received a pegged X-ines
square center sectioa for sach rrime., letal straps help link the upper
corners of ths resultiag trapezoiizl shape, and lerge square headed cast
iroa spikes, psrhaps 15 inches long, pin the outer lower corners, or shere
the beam joins the rafter, Servaats provsbly lived in this level, as
the beeded board partitions and small fireplace sugiest.

The house is 104 owaed by the Ukraxaa Boy ocout 'lavea, They have
stabilized the house aau made a few chai.es. Lost importantly, they have
kept it steading and active, some . hing that public ageacies failad to dos
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1STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

_b,arq 48 Klya, a French Hugueaot, wsas an importaant merchant in the
1770's made a huge fortune Juriag the American Revolutioaary wJar.
He bou hL thousands of acras of laad aloag the uslawsare ia the belief
that Treaton woulu become the nation's capital. Along these blufrs,
extensive estates and lupressive mansion houses wers being built in
these dacades by tue wealthier citizeas otf the Treaton area.

-| !
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Katherine de Klya, daughter of barat de Klya, sas wistress of this,
the wost impressive house in Fercer Couaty whea it 4us built in 1790,

The most famous resideat of Bow Hill was Joseph Bonaparte, aho
lived here for two years under the Jisapproving eye o Traiton society
with his mistress, annette 3avage.

Bow Hill, vhe rinest Federal Style building in liercer Couaty, was
built by expert cerpenters aad its si Lse ol Q1=J~ ace attests to Je Klya's
wealth,
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iills, Jay, fistoric fousss of .ed4 Jerszy, “hilsdeiphia, J.B.Lippiacott,

1902.

Federal Jriters Project, p. 412

Hew Jersay, &# Julde to its Preseat aad Past, dew York, 1939
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds D|egrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ’ " o » » )_l_o ] ll v 32 L4 7h-° h)-l- ’ 38 "
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SE o ’ » - » »
SW [+] . - -] ’ »
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Constanece Greill aad tChaaaine Blake
ORGANIZATION = DATE
Heritage Studies 9/71
STREET AND NUMBER:
17 Clover Lane
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

New Jersey

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [T}

The recommended

State [] . Local fx

Richard J. Sulfivan

Title Commi ssi oner, Jeparimsnt of
Aavironmzatal Protection

Date_May 1, ]929

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

(Bodus Yo Utte,

Chief, Office of Archeology an istoric Preservation

fost23
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