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NAME: Cabin Lake Guard Station

LOCATION: Deschutes National Forest, Fort Rock Ranger District; Congressional 
District 2; Vicinity of Bend, Oregon (41); Lake County (037)

ADDRESS: USDA Forest Service
Desthutes National Forest 
1645 NE Forbes Rd. 
Bend, OR 97701

CLASSIFICATION/CATEGORY: District 

DESCRIPTION:
Condition

x Excellent x Altered x Original Site

Cabin Lake Guard Station, Cookhouse #1404: 1934; Rectangular, 1 story, 
wood frame, poured concrete foundation, wood-shingled medium gable roof, center 
porch gable, main facade, brick interior chimney, center, rear slope of roof. 
Narrow rounded shiplap exterior walls. Eight-over-eight double hung sash 
windows. Main entry, two-panel wood door with window in upper panel, center, 
north facade, covered by gabled porch roof, supported by two peeled-pole posts, 
accessed by open concrete platform. Porch gable pediment enclosed only by three 
peeled pole support members in spoke-like arrangement. No decoration. No 
obvious structural or material alteration to exterior.

Cabin Lake Guard Station, Rangers' Residence #1014: 1934; L-shaped, 1-1/2 story, 
wood frame, poured concrete foundation, wood shingle medium gable roof, 
projecting offset gable, west facade, brick exterior end chimney, inset 
patterns (horizontal diamond and angular hourglass shapes) in contrasting 
light-colored brick, off center on south gable end. Horizontal clapboard (1x12) 
exterior wall materials. Double-hung sash windows, singly and in combinations 
of two and three with mull ions. Main entry, off center in offset gable end, 
west facade, shingled shed pent roof above wood panel door, accessed by three 
straight cement steps, open cement platform; side entry, slightly off center on 
south gable end, covered by gabled hood with semi-elliptical arch, straight wood 
brackets, accessed by two straight cement steps, open cement platform. No 
decoration. No obvious exterior alterations.
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Cabin Lake Guard Station, Residence #1015: 1938; T-shaped 1 story, wood frame, 
poured concrete foundation, wood-shingled medium gable roof, projecting center 
gable, east facade, projecting bay, off center, west elevation, interior 
chimney, center, rear slope of roof. Vertical board siding to eaves, horizontal 
clapboard on gable ends. Eight over eight double-hung sash windows. Main 
entry, two-panel wood door with nine-light window, off center on east facade, 
recessed, sweep of roof, supported by two 8x8 posts, provides cover for porch, 
partially enclosed on one side by low vertical board railing, accessed by two 
straight cement side steps. No decoration. No obvious structural alterations 
to exterior.

Cabin Lake Guard Station, Bunkhouse #1310: 1923; Rectangular, 1 story, wood 
frame, poured concrete foundation, wood-shingled medium gable roof, brick 
interior chimney straddles ridgeline, off center. Vertical board siding, all 
exterior walls. Eight-and-nine light casement windows. Two uncovered wood- 
panel doors, each with window in upper panel, one horizontal slide-opening 
door, interspersed on main facade. No decoration. No obvious structural 
alterations; exterior wall materials have appearance of modern channel-grooved 
siding, which would indicate replacment of original exterior fabric.

Cabin Lake Guard Station, Fire Warehouse #2203: 1938; Rectangular, 1 story, 
wood frame, poured concrete foundation with uncoursed rubble veneer, wood- 
shingled medium gable roof, center porch gable on main facade. Narrow, rounded 
shiplap exterior, end boards, vertical boards, angular cut, plain battens every 
other board on gable ends and porch gable pediment. Four-light casement 
windows, singly and in combination with mullions, each window flanked by narrow 
vertical board shutters. Main entry, a vertical board slide-opening door, cen 
tered beneath gabled porch roof; roof is supported by heavy squared-timber posts 
reinforced with short, curving inset brackets. Stone veneered open porch 
platform, accessed by straight side steps, serves as loading dock. A single 
well-formed tree symbol is centered on the porch pediment; a single simpler for 
mulation of the tree symbol appears on each window shutter. No obvious struc 
tural or material alterations to exterior.

Cabin Lake Guard Station, Gas House #2502: 1934; Rectangular, 1 story, 
wood frame, poured concrete foundation, wood-shingled medium gable roof, roof 
extending beyond anterior wall of structure to form cover for service area, gas 
pump, supported by two 4x4 posts. Narrow shiplap, horizontally placed, all ex 
terior walls, gable pediment, end boards. Six-light casement window, vertical 
placement, center, gable pediment. Single-leaf slide-opening door, off-set on 
west elevation. No decoration. No obvious structural or material alterations 
to exterior.
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Cabin Lake Guard Station, Generator House #1612: 1923; Rectangular, 1 story, 
wood frame, poured concrete foundation, wood shingled medium gable roof with 
gabled cupola, louvered for ventilation, slightly off center astride ridgeline. 
Narrow rounded shiplap exterior to eaves, end boards, vertical board and batten 
on gable ends. Six-light casement windows. Single-leaf five-panel wood door 
off-center on west elevation, slide-opening door, center, north gable end. No 
decoration. No obvious structural or material alterations.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Cabin Lake Guard Station typifies the construction projects undertaken by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps and signifies the aid to the local community 
provided by the emergency work-relief program through employment of youth and 
experienced craftsmen, purchase of building materials and camp supplies, and 
personal expenditures of enrol lees. The property represents the Forest 
Service's presence in the locality, as the headquarters for field operation, and 
denotes, via the physical facilities required to carry out the agency's 
expanding responsibilities, the critical transition in the Service's development 
from custodial superintendence to extensive resource management. The Cabin Lake 
Guard Station exemplifies the rustic architectural idiom developed by the Forest 
Service, Pacific Northwest Region, to impart Forest Service identity and to 
represent its purposes and ideals, and signifies the agency's particular 
interpretation of a singular expression of early twentieth century American 
architectural thought. Possessing high qualities of design and execution, 
the Guard Station is a good example of an architectural location invested with 
special aesthetic and associative values by the agency that created it.

The Cabin Lake Guard Station manifests the principles of comprehensive site 
planning initiated by the Forest Service during the Depression, through spatial 
arrangement, functional organization, architectural unity from complimentary 
building materials and forms, and landscaping to integrate the building site and 
complex; and signifies an important advance in administrative site development.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA: 

Acreage: 3.75 acres 

UTM Reference:

Easting Northing 
657184 4816947
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

Cabin Lake Guard Station

That portion of land lying within the SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section 17, T. 24S., 
R. 14E., Willamette Meridian in the County of Lake, State of Oregon, herein 
described:

Commencing at the SW Corner of Section 16 (common corner to Sections 17 16 )
20 21 )

T. 24S., R14E., W.M. Thence along projected Section line between Sections 
17 and 16, T24S, R7E, 1340 57 feet (calculated) to a point, thence a deflection 
angle of 90° to the left ancTin an Westerly Direction of 80 102 feet 
(calculated) to the True Point of Beginning. Thence, N 04° W 490 feet to a 
point, thence S 86° E 490 feet to a point, thence S 04° E 490 feet to a point, 
thence N 86° W to the True Point of Beginning.

Said piece of land contains 3.75 acres.
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