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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Present Physical Appearance: The Manchester City Hall is a

three-story brick and granite structure of five bays (fronting
on Elm Street) by three bays (facing Market Street). The sec-
ond five bay side faces a small parking lot and an alley that
runs perpendicular to Market Street, while the fourth side of
the building is attached to a business building, as it has al-
ways been. The Market Street end has a center extension tower

which rises several stories above the main block of the building.

The bays of the main block and the corners of the tower are
marked off by granite engaged column/sham buttress arrangements}
Except for the tower corners where this arrangement is elongat-
ed, columns begin as squares at street level rising to a point
midway up the second floor at which point they are capped with
crenellations; they rise from this point to just below the roof
line as engaged half octagonal columns which receive a moulded
capital. With the exception of the tower, the first floor is
currently made up of non-descript wood and glass store fronts
marked off by the bays of the building, and painted black. Sepf
arating the first and upper floors of the building is a cren-
ellated granite coursing which runs around the building at the
top of the store fronts. The upper two floors are of red brick
with each bay containing one two-story window made up of three
pointed arch windows capped under one granite label. The arch-
es are separated at the top by trefoils and divided mid-way by
wood panels to mark the third floor line. The tower contains
a two~story center pointed window, slightly larger than any of
the other windows, which is capped by a granite cap with fol-
iate crockets and a finial. The window itself is made up of a
pattern of pointed arches, elongated for the two-story height.
Around the entire building (including tower) runs a band of
wood pierced with a quatrefoil pattern; only the tower has a
second wood band of slightly lighter scale at the level of the
top of the tower window.

Above the roofline of the main body there exists a parapet
with a balustrade. It consists of a wooden balustrade of squat
round columns supporting straight sided pointed arches. On top
of each column/buttress sits a squat octagonal granite column
with a pointed arch in each face and topped by crenellations
which serves to divide the balustrade along the bays of the
building.

The tower has the column/buttress arrangement in granite at
each of its front corners while the back two corners have the
same arrangement in brick with granite trim. Above the body
of the building, the tower contains a clock (one face in each
side). At its roofline the tower has granite crenellations,
concealing a low sloping roof that supports a wooden octagonal
lantern with a pointed arch in each face, and containing a bell
inside.

Continued on Continuation Sheet 1
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7. DESCRIPTION, continued

Original Physical Appearance: Originally, the city offices
entered through the base of the tower instead of through the mid-
dle bay of the Elm Street side as they have since the 1895 ren-.t~
ovation, which also took the stores for city offices. The ent-
rance on the tower has since been bricked in and has small double
hung windows. _

The brick parts of the exterior were stuccoed and incised to
give the appearance of ashlar work; however, this layer has sincd
been removed during the twentieth century. Most recently, the
pinnacles were removed from the top of the lantern due both to
their weakened state and the fear of fire by lightning. All of
the physical changes can be documented from the post card views
and prints of the City Hall, held at the Manchester Historical
Association.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecture: Built in 1844-1845 the Manchester City Hall
more or less duplicated the space of the previous Town Hall
which had been completed in 1841 in the Greek Revival style and
burned in 1844. Both buildings contained space for five stores
on the street floor with two stories above for the municipal
government. The combination of governmental and commercial
space appears to be an adaptation of a market house tradition
whose relative might be found in buildings such as Faneuil Hall
in Boston.

From contemporaneous histories and accounts, it seems
clear that the Manchester City Hall is the result of designs by
Edward Shaw}vé/Boston architect who was born and raised in New
Hampshire, established himself as a housewright in Boston in
1822-23 and later as an architect. During his career he pro-
duced five publications, four of which were builders' guides
that enjoyed wide circulation, remaining in print from 1831 to
1876 (some editions were published in Philadelphia and Cleve-
land). Talbot Hamlin places Shaw in the tradition of Asher
Benjamin and Minard Lafever and feels that Shaw's influence on
rural building must have been widespread.# Despite his public-
ations and private practice, few of Shaw's buildings are known;
the City Hall represents the best documented of his*Gothic de-
signs (perhaps the only one). Further, John Coolidge feels
that the City Hzll may be one of the earliest public buildings
in the gothic style.” Except for minor alterations which are
easily documented, the building's exterior and decorative de-
tails are essentially intact and in good condition; many of the
details can be seen iﬂ Shaw's Modern Architect; or Every Carp-
enter His Own Master.

Political: Built early in Manchester's history, the City
Hall has served as the seat of government continuously through-
out Manchester's major periods of growth and development. It
currently continues to serve this function, housing the Mayor'sg

Office and other important city functionms.

Continued on Continuation Sheet 2
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued

L C.E.Potter, The History of Manchester, Formerly Derryfield in
New Hampshire (Manchester: C.E.Potter, 1856), pp. 615-617

2 Talbot Hamlin, Greek Revival Architecture in America (New York:

Dover Publications, Inc., 1964), pp. 164-165.

3 John Coolidge, Mill and Mansion (New York: Russell & Russell,
1967), pp. 97, 210, & 250.

Edward Shaw, The Modern Architect; or Every Carpenter His QOwn
Master (Boston: Wentworth, Hewes & Co., 1859), plates 41-
43 & 51.
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