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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl_ (if known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Interior.

inside of the Friends Meeting House contains only one room and 
an upstairs gallery. The building was used for social and religious 
meetings./'rhere is a partition for dividing the area of meetings. These 
partitions are two long panels on the floor, with a door between, and 
swinging battened panels hinged to overhead beams which can be lowered to 
form a room partition. The frame, and furnishings are original. The 
interior fittings are of the simpliest form. The seats are of plain boards, 
about ten feet long, with just a four inch slat across the back of these 
pews.

'From the gallery the framework construction is most easily viewed, 
including the one foot by eighteen inch beams, the joices, and the 
wooden pegging, aaong other thingsJThe furnishings of the gallery are 
less pretentious than those on the first floor since this was where refugees 
slaves worshipped. The seats in the gallery are merely benches.

iixterior*

\ The Friends Meeting House is a nearly square (26x2p feet) one and 
one-half story clapboard structure, quite plain in appearance, has few 
windows, and a stone foundation* The roof is a Victorian slate roof 
and the clapboard have been changed also^The roof and clapboard are 
most probably of the same later period* The front door, somewhat off 
center, ope is directly into the meeting room without any vestibule of 
any sorts. Two windows flank the door and there are also two windows 
above these* All windows have shutters, but the are not authentic* There 
is a small chimney in the center on the top of the roof* There is a small 
addition to the Eastern side. Surrounding the building is a fence; iron 
at the front and stone in the rear*
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Religion.

In 1713 John Reading, a Presbyterian, surveyed the area of 
Randolph Township (then known as Mendham Township) and he 
encouraged Quakers to settle in the area he explored. Since the 
Quakers held Reading in high esteem shortly thereafter they 
convereged into Mendham. By l?ij.O several families of Friends 
had settled and an informal church congregation was set up.
(However, they actually belonged to the Woodbridge Monthly Meeting Congregation, 
At first mettings were held in private homes, but by 17-SILfunds were 
solicited and land was donated to build the Friends Meeting House.

The Meeting House was quite plain, even in the mid-l8th century, 
and had only the most uesyecary furnishings and conveniences as 
typified the Quaker faith of that time.

For over a hundred years the Friends met here every week for 
prayers. In the winter a pit fil ed with charcoal near the front 
provided the heat. By the mid-nineteenth century a modern stove 
was installed for the congregation. (Thus the small center chimney.) 
In 186^ services were discontinued. Then, in 19£5>, the Quaker 
Meeting f-Iouse was reorganized and meetings resumed.

Architecture.

Superfically, the Friends Meeting House is not overwhelmingly 
impressive since the roof and clapboard siding are both of nineteenth 
century vintage. And there is some evidence that the building was 
once moved.

However, these factors are insignificant since the architectural 
significanbe is within.<The frame, furnishings, and paneling are 
all original. The flooring is oak kept in place by wooden pegs.

The pews on the ground floor are quite plain, being only ten 
feet long benches with a four inch slat in the back. There is little 
ornamentation throughout the building. The seats in the loft are merely 
wooden benches. rFhe- framework construction can be easily studied 
from the gallery since nothing has been altered, insulated, or 
paneled in this portion of the building.

There is probably no other eighteenth century Quaker Meeting 
House in New Jersey which has remained as intact internally as 
this one. (Perhaps none in the nation compare with the insids of
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State [X] Local n

Richard J/ Sullivan 

Title Commissioner, Environment*
Protection 

Date January 29, 1973

STATE CODE

New Jersey 34

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

t -^ V\S~~~'' T^A— "^Xv^^/f O '•C^'l

livrjhr~<&"3^eper ot tye Nati<ff1 Register^

I 1963.
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Friends Meeting House 
Randolph Township 
Morris County, Code:027 
New Jersey, CodeOU

8. Significance
(continuation Sheet)

the Randolph Township Meeting HouseJ It is truely an 
important resource for architectural historians and Quaker 
religion researchers.

CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATION

Senator Clifford P. Case
Senator Harrison A. Williams
Representative Joseph Maraziti, 13th District


