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SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The one-and-%-story, wood-frame bungalow located at 3315 Bayshore Road, was constructed
of pre-fabricated materials ordered from Sears Roebuck of Chicago, and was built by
prominent local contractor H.K. Browning for Chicagoan Captain W. F. Purdy during the
winter season of 1911-1912. The plan of the building is "U"-shaped with projecting
irregular wings located at the east elevation. The western or bay elevation is of pri-
mary importance consisting of six-bay verandah with gable roofed, pair of triple win-
dowed dormers, decorated with Tudor-arched bargeboards. The Bay elevation is sheathed
in green stained shingles; while the north, south and east elevations are clapboarded.
The bungalow, site, original outbuildings and landscaping are remarkable intact. Out-
buildings include: original wooden water cistern, l-story wood-frame garage and large
l-story, wood-frame shed. Original planting includes cocoanut and Canary Island date
palms.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF PRESENT ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 1-!% story bungalow located at #3315 Bayshore Road of 1911 was described in the con-:
temporary press as follows: '"One of the most handsome bungalows on the bay is being built
for Captain W. F. Purdy at Indian Beach by contractor H.K. Browning. The building has
seven _roomg, a frontage of nearly 100 feet with wings extending from the rear. The ms
terial was purchased in Chicago by Captain Purdy, and the interior will be finished ir
modern style."l According to his niece, Mrs. Sumner Britton, Captain Purdy purchased the
materials from the building department of Sears and Roebuck of Chicago.2 The plan of the
bungalow is "U'"-shaped with irregular wings located at the east elevation. The wood-
frame construction bungalow, rests on a foundation of brick piers with wood lattice-
in-fill. Wood shingles stained green appear at the west or bay elevation; while clap-
boards (once stained a redwood color -- now painted white) are the primary fabric of

the east, north and south elevations. A fireproof, one-story brick lean-to is located
at the north-east elevation of the bungalow. The main gabled roof intersects with secon-
dary gabled roofs-of the wings located at the north and south ends of the east elevation.
Smaller, one-story additions and two-story open porch have shed roofs. Two gabled dor-
mer windows with Tudor-arched bargeboards pierce the raking slope of the main gabled
roof. Fenestration is irregular. Window types include: double-hung-sashed, 9/1 win-
dows; 10-pane wood casement windows; two dormers each with a set of three single pane
windows with multi-light surrounds, located at the west elevation; a triple window with
central pointed arch at the gable end of the north elevation. The most prominent exter-
ior feature is the six-bay verandah located at the west or bay elevation. The porch
piers are supported on brick bases. The piers are sheathed in shingle. The verandah
openings are Tudor-arched. Approached by a wooden staircase with turned balister and
straight railings, the verandah provides the formal progression to the main entrance
door.

Site Features and Outbuildings: The original water cistern for the property is located
at the east elevation of the Purdy Residence, (at the intersection of the south wing).
Original outbuildings include: a one-story gabled roof garage (wood-frame, desolate,

but salvageable) located at the southern extremity of the property; and a large, one-
story shed (tumble-down) located at the north property line. Original exotic plant
materials include a row of cocoanut palms which mark the water line; as well as several
Canary Island Date Palms which accent the west facade of the Captain W.F. Purdy Residence.
A later pink-tinted drive-way approaches the bungalow from Bayshore Road.



'u SIGNIFICANCE M™RNS #1, Captain W. F. Purdy Residence, 3315
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SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

influential Sarasota residents.
led the militia to England during World War I.
or Ormiston colonist supervised the construction of #3315 Bayshore Road.
was one of very few local architects and craftsmen.
Council during the early years of the incorporated Town of Sarasota.
and_improyements are remarkably intact including:
shed, 'garage, water cistern and exotic palms.

T TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFITANCE

3

Number 3315 Bayshore Road is one of the first documented Sears Roebuck Company 'pre-
fab." material structures to have been built in Sarasota.
and the winter season of 1912, the shingle and clapboard
the second period of Sarasota development (1900 - 1913).
seasonal residents and the decision on the part of the Captain W.F. Purdy family of

Chicago to build a residence is also indicative of Captaiz Purdy's efforts to oversee
his avocado farms located across the Bay on Longboat Key. -

Built between December 1911
bungalow is representative of
The influx of mid-Western

The Purdy family became

Captain Purdy_trained the Sarasota Naval Militia and

5

He served as a

H.K. Browning who arrived as a Scots

H.K. Browning

ember of the

The property

the "U"-shaped bungalow, l-story

Built between December of 1911 and early winter of 1912, the one-and-one-half story
‘shingle and clapboard bungalow, located at 3315 Bayshore Road is representative of resi-
dential construction of the second period of development of Sarasota which occurred

The influx of mid-Western seasonal visitors is evident in the arrival

of Captain W.F. Purdy and family and their decision to build in the Indian Beach sec-
tion. The Indian Beach site overlooked Captain Purdy's ?gricultural tract of twenty

1900 - 1913.

acres "on Longboat Key which were set to Avocado Pears".

At the time of construction

the building was described as '"One of the most handsome bungalows on the Bay" with
"seven rooms, a frontage of nearly 100 feet with wings extending from the reay....
material...purchased in Chicago...and the interior finished in mgdern style."” The

building materials were purchased from Sears Roebuck of Chicago.
constructed the bungalow, integrating design and materials.

H.K. Browning
Of particular note are:

the six-bay verandah with Tudor-arched porch openings and the pair of triple windowed
dormer projections located on the bay or west elevation; screened porches and water
cistern at the east elevation; and the bracketed gabled ends of the north and south

facades, pierced by tiny pointed-arched window openings.
significant in design and materials but in site integrity:

The bungalow is not only
the original water cistern,

one-story shed, early garage, and Canary Island Date Palms are vestiges of the Purdy

era.

Captain W. F. Puﬁgy was captain of the Illinois Naval Reserves until retirement brought

him to Sarasota.

During World War I, Captain Purdy trained the Sarasota Navaf Mili-

tia and after the War, remained in England as head of the U.S. Shipping Board.
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TEXT OF SIGNIFICANCE cont.

H.K. Browning the architect/builder of 3315 Bayshore Road was the brother of Alex
Browning, architect and author of the 1932 Browning Manuscript documenting the
Ormiston Colony. In 1885, Alex and Hugh or H.K. Browning arrived with their parents
~as part of the Ormiston Colony from Scotland. H.K. Browning moved to Chicago
"where he studied architecture", returning to Sarasota around 1910.1 Browning
was clearly familiar with Craftsman bungalow styles and he was active in residen-
tial and commercial building including the Watrous block on Main Street.!3 His
remodelling commisions included the home of Charles Ringling, R.C. Caples' bungalow
and John Ringling's first seasonal house. 14 Browning left Sarasota in 1916 for
New Jersey, where he 'was engaged in the brick manufacturing business", returning
to the area in 1927, he died in 1937.15 In addition to his architectural achieve-
ments, Mr. Browning served as a member of the Town Council.

Preservation Threat: Although the Purdy residence and site are remarkably intact,
the 2.9 acre tract of Bay-frent property on which this early documented 'pre-fab."
bungalow sits is of primary marketing interest. The marketers consider the bunga-
low structurally unsound and termite ridden. Based on exterior examination, there
appears to be no evidence of structural fault; the building is supported on many
brick piers. The verandah stairways and the exterior porches on the east eleva-
tion require remedial care, the shed is perhaps beyond repair but the garage may
be salvable. :

- e .
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[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Site Size (Approx. Acreage of Property)f

2.9 acres

UTM Coordinates:

1,7 13449649 |3,0|2,7|610.0l

ZONE EASTING NORTHING

USGS Sarasota 7.5 1973

Township Range Section

"T36S ™ - 17E . 12

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Blocks 55, 56, less N 200 feet of Block 55 and N 4.5 feet of Block 57 Map of
Indian Beach
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