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Sherborn
104 Wodl and Street

Historic Nane "VWodl and Farm or the

Lel and House

Resi dence

Wse:  Present _

Ori gi nal Resi dence

[ERHOE

Date ca. 1705 with later additions,
Sour ce

Style Country GCeorgi an

Architect MA

Exterior wall fabric Shingle

Qutbui I dings Garage/ apartment. Small
m |k house

Myjor alterations (vith dates) House

enlarged ca. 1715 nain bl ock assunmed

present form ca. 1760, w ng added ca.
western eii addea ca. |ysu.
Mved N Date NA

Approx. acreage

1820,

Less than one acre

Setting This former farnhousei s

| ocated on well-maintained grounds; a

low fieldstone runs along the northwest

corner of theproperty.
UM r ef erence:

scale 1:25,000 Holliston

Quadrangl e

19 30343Q 457. 5960



ARHTEOUR. SGNHCGNE (hDascri_be inportant architectural features ad
evaluate interns of other buildings wthin the connamty.)

SEATAHD SHT

HSITGRGL SGNHCANE (Explain the role owers played in local or state

history and hov the building relates to the devel opnent of the canmunity.)

Vdodl and Farms earliest portion vas built by one of Sherborn's first Eiropean
settlers, Hopestill Leland. The house renained inthe Leland Famly through the"
19th century.

The series of additions that the building sustained inthe 18th and 19th century
reflects Sherborn's devel opnent patterns. The original nodest structure was

| ocated along one of Sherborn's first roadways. erborn inthe md 18th century
Vas a grow ng a%rlcult.ural communlt%/, and the expansion of the earlysaltbox
to alarger wel 1-detailed Federal-style building by a promnent Sherborn famly is
i ndi cative of the Lelands' ProsEerltyand changing tastes. Likew se, the Geek
Revival -style additions of the 1820s, Sherborn™s heyday, represent a periodwen
the town was thriving economcally and when the greatest nunter of houses--

in the popular Geek Revival sty.le--were erected. The house has seen continuous
use since it was first constructed.

B Bl QY and/ or REFERENES (nere of publication, author, date and publisher)

Research by Mirgaret Dowse Buntin

Are C Shaughnessy, AQGuide to Sherborn, 1974,

Report on Wodl and Farmby Maxim | |ian Ferro, Novenier, 8, 1976,
under the auspices of the-Society for the Preservation of Nw Engl and
Antiquities.
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AHTEIWRL. SOGNHCGNE

Woodland Farm today represents several differing types, periods, detailing,

and methods of construction. Structural analysis of the building has suggested
that it may have evolved from a ca. 1705 half house—a one-room-plan structure,
two stories high with an end chimney--to its present form, a five-bay, Georgian-
style building. The large brick chimney, located forward of the ridge and at the
center of the structure, is indicative of such a change. The building was first
enlarged ca. 1715, at which time a rear lean-to may have been added. The house
was reframed to its present width ca. 1760, and it was in the mid 18th century
that 8/12 sash windows, simply enframed, were installed. The building's east
wing was added ca. 1820 and the western ell was constructed ca. 1950.

Other modifications include full-length sidelights flanking the front doorway
(probably added ca. 1820); Italianate-style brackets (ca. 1860) edging the gable
ends eaves; a door surround composed of incised pilasters supporting a triangular
dentilated pediment (a late 19th/early 20th century addition); and shingle
covering the original clapboards (mid 20th century).

Noteworthy interior features include the east parlor's chamfered frame, with
45-degree triangular lamb's tongues, and the west parlor's chamfered summer beam.

Woodland Farm's setting remains a rural one; a fieldstone wall edges the
property and older trees surround the house.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

Woodland Farm retains integrity of setting, location, materials,
and association with Sherborn's first period of European settlement.
A very early Sherborn residence whose frame and present appearance illustrate
the accretion of the Leland family's changing tastes as well as several types,
styles, and methods of construction. Woodland Farm fulfils Criterion C of
the National Register. The archaeological potential in the area is also high,
both for the present house's foundations and for possible remains of previous
structures on the property. As a Federal-period farmhouse retaining evidence of
as many as four phases of alteration, the building reveals information on
architectural practices in a rural community and thus meets Criterion D of the
National Register as well. Although the total acreage currently associated with
this property is quite large (approximately 20 acres), only the area immediately
surrounaing the house and the outbuildings is being nominated.

MAP KEY

A = House
B = Garage
C = M| khouse
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Condition
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CD good CD ruins
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CD completeness
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