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The Byron Howes House is an excellent example of the towered mode of
the Italian Villa style of architecture popularized by Andrew Jackson
Downing., The two story house is of wood frame construction with sheathed
clapboard siding, It is constructed on an L shaped plan with a tower at
the intersection of the L. The third story of the tower is defined by a
secondary cornice and paired, round arched, double hung windows.

Decorative brackets appear on the bay windows, porches and roof eaves,
The peaked gables are decorated with scroll sawed bargeboards, A porch
with beveled columns fronts the residence,

An iron fence set on a low stone base defines the grounds and house,
The landscaping of this large corner lot carries out the Downing philosophy
of creating a total environment,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Byron Howes House constructed from 1868-1870, is significant due
to its association with one of Hastings earliest and most influential settlers

and the architectural style that it represents,

Byron Howes was born in Putnams County, New York on March 9, 1833, He
came to Hastings, Minnesota in 1856. He was a banker and established the
Farmers and Trades Bank of Hastings in 1872, Howes then went on to become
one of the founders and the largest stockholder in the German American Bank

of St., Paul, Minnesota,

He held many public offices in the City of Hastings including City
Alderman, City Treasurer, Deputy County Treasurer and School Board Treasurer.

He died April 6, 1886 at the age of 53,

The home Byron Howes constructed is an excellent example of the Towered
mode of the Italian Villa style of architecture popularized by Andrew Jackson
Downing. For over a century the house and surrounding grounds have retained

their original integrity.
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