FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)
staple to left side of form

Photo number

KEICH. P
Show property's location i n relation
to nearest cross streets and/or

geographical features. I ndicate
all buildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection.
Indicate north.

o 3.

yiosB 9.

Recorded by Ed Lonergan; ed. nargo Wbber
Organization Spfld. Historical Commi ssion
Dat e Jan, 1980; Aug, 1982

UM Ref: 18/699140/ 4663930

Springfield South Quadrangle

Assessor's Map #309 (Staple additional

AREA FORM NO. !
3000 42 .
eJCown Springfield
Address 300-308 Bridge S]2ofe

N *

M st ori c NarreF'tderald s Stearns SgrBfcl

Ownership: Stearns Sg. Realty Corp.

Original Owner:
Use: Present

Patrick Fitzgerald
Commer ci al

Original Conmmer ci al / Resi dent i al

CESCH PIT AN =,

Dat e 1871

Source Springfield Directory, 1871-72

Style Italianate/Panel Brick

Architect Perkins and Gar dner

brick

Exterior wall fabric

Out bui I dings none

Major alteratioQS (with dates)

storefronts mid 2dth century

Moved Date
Approx. acreage_ | ess than one acre
Setting Corner block within a continuous

row of historic structures of simlar size

lining thenorth side of Bridge Street.

sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Describe important architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within community.)

The Stearns Square Block neets CriteriaBandC |t i sassociated with local
devel oper Patrick Fitzgerald andi saniitportant exanple of t heearly workof
noted local architect EC Gardner.

This i stheearliest known commercial design by thefirmof Perkins and Gardner who
worked i nSpringfield i nthe 1860's and '70's'. Other works of theirs still standing
(Continuation Page)

HSTAR CAL SIGN H CANCE (Explain therole owiers played i nlocal or state
hi story and howthebuil ding relates tothedevel opnent of the community.)

Patrick Fitzgerald was a prom nent real estate devel oper i ndowntown Springfield

in theearly 1870's. He i sknown t ohave built five three-story brick blocksi n

the downtown including this one andothers on Wrthington at Stearns Square, Harrison
Avenue, Worthington and Fairbanks Avenue and are at Bridge andWater Streets.

This i stheonly onewhich remains extant andretains its full integrity. Littlei s
known of Fitzgerald other than that he was a nman of nmeans active i nthe 1870's. Hard
times nmust have hit for several of hi snortgages were foreclosed i n 1878.

The building relates tothefirst phase of comrercial devel opment i n thepost-Civil Vér
years andillustrates thetransitionof downtown streets fromresidential t ocomercial
use.  The upper floors originally housed tentenements. The architectural style i s a
good exanple of early Panel Brick commercial design i nt hedowtown andi sthe only
remai ning exanple of itstype. Oher exanples of t hePanel Brick style such as t he
WF. young Co. andClark Block (N.R), both on Lyman Street areboth later i ndate

and nore elaborate i ndesign.

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEREINES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)
Springfield Directory; 1869 - 1875, p. 26.
Centennial Map of Springfield, 1875
Picturesque Hanpden; 1891, p. 32
Springfield Daily Republican, Decenber 13, 1906, p. 5.
ibid, Decenber 16, 1929
The Shingle Style andtheStick Style, Vincent Scully
Vertical File: Springfield Library; EC Gardner.

e >A | av- 7/82



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cor muni ty: Forn N

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSON Springfield 42
Office of the Secretary, Bogton

Property Name: Fitzgerald's steans

S
Square Bl ock

Indicate each item on inventory form vrfiich is being continued bdow.
ARCH TECTURAL SI GNFI CANCE  (cont' d)

include the 27-35 Mattoon Street rowhouses (N.R), the Rufus Chase House, WM Al lis
Mansi on andFirst Congregational Church Chapel at Court Square (NR) and Powers
Paper Block (N.R). EC Gardner also gained fane as a publisher of pattern books.
He then proceeded t o become thecity's nmost prom nent andnost prolific 19th century

architect.

This buildingi soneof the fewremaining early Panel Brick comercial blocks in the
downt own. The decorative brick treatments create wi ndow hoods and cornice decoration
is aninteresting application of Panel Brick motifs during the style's early years.

New signage i sinappropriate but has been tacked on above the earlier nmasonry piers

and lintels without damage tohistoric fabric beneath i t. Theblock retainsits
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, feeling and association.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



“"NAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET
JnH«4 StatM
>«atieMIl Pntk tunic*

Fitzgerald's Stearns Square Block (Downtown
Springfield MRA)

Hampden County
MASSACHUSETTS
Working No. AANyJA-NN
Fad. Rag. Data:
Data Dua- 'VfA ~ - [/ >Ao04
Action: ACCEPT-
r««ubmission JI:rHETURN
nomination by parson or local govarnmant REJECT.
ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy:
appaal
Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest ~ appeal NR decision

Raviawar's commants:

Racom. /Criteria
Raviawar
Oisciplina
Data
aaa continuation sheet

Nomination raturnad for: .~“technical corrections cited beiow
_substantiva raasons discussad balow

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description
.ongKmi urn

(VIM

summary psragraph

completeness

clarity

alteration 8/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significanca

summary paragraph
completeness
Clarity

-epplicable criteria

justification of areas
checlted

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9» Major Bibliographical References

XI1O' Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

0" IMs p~vpa™ “MNin ne ataia iS"

| ataw teca’'

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed CcAA'/M'pyCAnAn natP /v~ - N[ AN Phone: 202 272 - 3504

Comments for, any Item may be continued on an attached sheet



ZN,-NN EXP,.. 1(7/31/84

United States Department of the Interior wmmmmmmmm
National Park Service For NPS UM only
National Register off Historic Places NN
Inventory—Nomination Form "eentered
Continuation sheet Iltem numt)er Page "«

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Downtown Springfield ~ Multiple Resource Area
Sate A
Nomination/T>'pe of Reviev; Date/Sgnature
y21. cutler and Porter-Blo* ANFANNNANE N <Neper yAfn
At test

vl
22. Produce Exchange Buil di ng AMNJIAN AMfat Mr ("eper ~A~ALJU-"A--An  ANS

\ "hfitaafelia BeM®' nefermined Eligible [/ 7Y o
23 Edisonia Theater BlockJ***AMWwww tTppnpp— Al / I JTAIN
DOE/OWNIER OBJECTLOM MWW [VAANEAN fND
Attest
I'24. Baystate Corset Block Bnter©a In the iWper y\<Uin-<y-.L,MA>A
Attest
- 25" Smith's Building gMVygtantlve. E& "« Keeper LI ~AUJA~A
Attest o
o cV. .. 4 Jeterminea Eligi™lo
/26. Y-W.CA. Building finifitaatisa  ReviaH Keeprn ~"~ y L ~ A
DOE/OWNER OBJECTION AonMAymAMjnyit
Attest
Attest
Fitzgerald's ~ Searns ‘Entered. in_the 2°cllph
uare Block National Eeglater fKeeper NMMYA, L HE YN
Attest
V9.  Trinity Block [Ifitered in tha /tTeeoer SILIM-AANAN Ny i
National HegfdW! t ' NN f<n
Attest
'30. Kellogg's Envelope Block . Keeper S 7

Attest
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Fitzgerald's Stearns Square Block (Downtown
Springfield MRA)

Hampden County

Working No.
MASSACHUSETTS Fad. Reg. Data:

Data Oua:

Action: -Jr ~"CEPT AMyllfr
raaubmlaaion Entered INtS« RETURN
nomination by paraon or local govarnmant National Heglater REJECT
ownar objaction Fadaral Agancy:
appaal

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raguest appeal NR decision

Raviawar's commants:

Racom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Diacipiina
Data
aaa continuation

*Nomination raturnad for; .technical corrections cited beiow

substantiva raasons discussad balow
Name

Location

Classification

Owner of Property
Location of Legal Description

Representation In Existing Surveys

Description

(e

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

sheet



8. Significanca

summary paragraph
completeness
Clarity

-applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating signiHciinco to
the resource

context

relationship of Integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signhed _ _ _ Date

Comments tor ~>nw Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 - 350"
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