


NATI ONAL REQ STER O I TERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The focus of Wakefield' s only famly residential conpound, (which

also includes 88 & 90 Prospect St.); this house was owned by Elizabeth
Boit, a founder of the Harvard Knitting Mills, which for over 50 years
was a major industry i ntown. The house i soneof 3 designed by local

architect Harland Perkins, andi sdramatically set onamill overlooking
Prospect and Chestnut Streets, andrepresents an extremely well
preserved exanple of t heEnglish Cottage style. | t retains integrity

of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association andneets CriteriorC- . Cof theNRP on thelocal Ilevel.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNFI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate in terns of
other buildings within the ocHnunity.

This house andi t sneighbors at #88 and #90 Prospect Street were
designed i1 ntheEnglish Cottage Style inspired by CF A Voysey's
work 1 nEngland at theturn of thecentury. It hasa tripartite
angled plan andi s2h stories i nheight under atile roof supported
by heavy brackets. Arched wi ndows ont hesecond floor aresetsof
three with 8/ 1sash flanked by 6/1. Theentry i saportico with a
Neo- Georgian surround, anhistorizising detail.

HSTCRCAL SIO | FI CANCE Explain the role cwiers played in local or state history and hewthe
building relates tothe devel opment of the carrounity.

This house was built by Elizabeth Boit, born i n1848, oneof the
two founders of t heHarvard Knitting M lls which played a key role
in Wakefield s econony from 1889into the?20th century. Ms. Boit,
who lived on Richardson Avenue before .nmoving t othis house, was

I ncharge of t hebusiness side of t hemanufacturing andwas al so
influential I ntheprogressive enployee relations which markedt he
firm She was one of thefirst wonmen t obreak into the male-

dom nated textile industry, andwas t hefirst woman t oserve as a
bank Director. She was considered i n1923as t heonly wonan i n t he
US., andpossibly i nthe world, t obe actively conducting a large
and successful textile factory. She andWnship were pioneers in'
I mproving workers conditions, providing health care i nthefactory
and an innovative bonus plan which shared t heconpany's profits
with itsemployees.

Boit bought this property from George Carpenter, a dealer i1 npaints
and oils. Carpenter was anong t heoriginal, directors of t he South

. Readi ng Bank, assisted i1 nfounding t heBeebe Library and t he
Richardson Light Guard. He sold insurance with his son, Fred.
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H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont.)

The house was designed by Wakefield architect Harland O. Perkins,
who lived at 8 Park Street and was responsible forthis houseand
those at #88 and #90 Prospect Street as well. Perkins provided street
facades f or #90 andthis house andplaced #88at a right anglet o

the street. Nunmbers 90 and 127 ar eactually oriented towd an inner
court they formed which was formally |andscaped. The conpoundof
houses included a playhouse andgreenhouses. This i stheonly

remai ning hone of oneof Wakefield' s manufacturers, as thoseof

Cyrus Wakefield andS Q Richardson, once considered "mansions"

by t hetownspeople, have been destroyed.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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