


NATIONAL REGISTER OlITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The focus of Wakefield's only f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l compound, (which 
also includes 88 & 90 Prospect S t . ) ; t h i s house was owned by Eliz a b e t h 
B o i t , a founder o f the Harvard K n i t t i n g M i l l s , which f o r over 50 years 
was a major i n d u s t r y i n town. The house i s one o f 3 designed by l o c a l 
a r c h i t e c t Harland Perkins, and i s d r a m a t i c a l l y set on a m.ill overlooking 
Prospect and Chestnut S t r e e t s , and represents an extremely w e l l 
preserved example of the English Cottage s t y l e . I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y 
of l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , design, m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and 
ass o c i a t i o n and meets C r i t e r i o r C - . C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the ocHimunity. 

This house and i t s neighbors at #88 and #90 Prospect S t r e e t were 
designed i n the English Cottage S t y l e i n s p i r e d by C.F.A. Voysey's 
work i n England a t the t u r n of the century. I t has a t r i p a r t i t e 
angled plan and i s 2h s t o r i e s i n he i g h t under a t i l e r o o f supported 
by heavy brackets. Arched windows on the second f l o o r are sets of 

, three w i t h 8/1 sash flanked by 6/1. The ent r y i s a p o r t i c o w i t h a 
Neo-Georgian surround, an h i s t o r i z i s i n g d e t a i l . 

HISTORICAL SIOilFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the development of the carrounity. 

This house was b u i l t by Eliz a b e t h B o i t , born i n 1848, one of the 
two founders o f the Harvard K n i t t i n g M i l l s which played a key r o l e 
i n Wakefield's economy from 1889 i n t o the 20th century. Ms. B o i t , 
who l i v e d on Richardson Avenue before .moving to t h i s house, was 

; i n charge o f the business side of the manufacturing and was also 
i n f l u e n t i a l i n the progressive employee r e l a t i o n s which marked the 
f i r m . She was one of the f i r s t women t o break i n t o the m.ale-
dominated t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y , and was the f i r s t woman to serve as a 
bank D i r e c t o r . She was considered i n 1923 as the only woman i n the 
U.S., and p o s s i b l y i n the world, t o be a c t i v e l y conducting a large 
and successful t e x t i l e f a c t o r y . She and Winship were pioneers i n ' 
improving workers c o n d i t i o n s , p r o v i d i n g health care i n the f a c t o r y 
and an in n o v a t i v e bonus plan which shared the company's p r o f i t s 
w i t h i t s employees. 

B o i t bought t h i s property from George Carpenter, a dealer i n p a i n t s 
and o i l s . Carpenter was among the o r i g i n a l , d i r e c t o r s o f the South 

• Reading Bank, as s i s t e d i n founding the Beebe L i b r a r y and the 
Richardson L i g h t Guard. He sold insurance w i t h h i s son, Fred. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

The house was designed by Wakefield a r c h i t e c t Harland 0. Perkins, 
who l i v e d at 8 Park Street and was responsible f or t h i s house and 
those at #88 and #90 Prospect S t r e e t as w e l l . Perkins provided s t r e e t 
facades f o r #90 and t h i s house and placed #88 at a r i g h t angle to 
the s t r e e t . Numbers 90 and 127 are a c t u a l l y o r i e n t e d towrd an inner 
court they formed which was f o r m a l l y landscaped. The compound of 
houses included a playhouse and greenhouses. This i s the only 
remaining home of one of Wakefield's manufacturers, as those of 
Cyrus Wakefield and S.O. Richardson, once considered "mansions" 
by the townspeople, have been destroyed. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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