
KENTUCKY HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY Site No. WS-95

4. Historic Mamels) John Thomas HOUS6 

Original Owner jOlin InOITldS

2. Present Name
As above

3. Location
E. sd. Hwy 55, 1£ m. S. of Mooresville

4. OwtneL's Name _ .
John Keeling

5. Owner's Address
Rt. 3B, Springfield, Ky. 40069

6. Open to Public 7. Visible from road 8. Ownership
Y V ^V

Yes No -A- Yes A No Private •>&£?

9. Local Contact/Organization

Owner

0. Site Plan with North Arrow. . .0  ' " *.I r^'O
V\ r 7 '"

8. Description

6 bay, single story, 
brick, internal end 
chimneys; jack arches; 
window heads have 
decorative Victorian 
additions; decorative 
porch and barge boards; 
external brick chimney 
at elj; 3/1 Eng. bond 
on sides and rear

(Continue on Back)

Local V

State .......... f
Federal ......  

1 1 . Architect

unknown
12. Builder

unknown
13. Date

1801-1825 A.I2J B. U
14. Style

A.Federal III
U

15. Original Use

Sing. fam. res. L5I
16. Present use

Sing. fam. res.
1 7. Condition

Fair I Cl
No. Stories

Single l_A|
Single Pile 2L 

NA
Double Pile

Floor Plan

Sing. p. /cent .p. I II
Structural Fabric

Brick A. |£j B . U
Decorative Fabric

Flemish bond »  Ld

..U
Roof Form

Gable end
9. History

John Thomas probably built the house. He 
owned the land c.1800. Thomas was grdson 
of Samuel Able (d. Calvary 1795) and was 
from St. Mary's Co. , Md. , as was his wife 
who was a Hilton. Thomas died c. 1849,

0. Significance (wcx)
One of Washington Co. ! s earliest brick 
homes, it is one of three 1-story single- pile, center- 
passage houses. It has an unusual plan variation, anr

1 . Source of Information j[g sionificailt UlTfl&r orit^rion

22. ADD/County
Lincoln Trail/Was
23. U.S.G.S. Quadrant I15V75')

Maud
24. UTM Reference

1 i, 61 1 6, 5. ^i 6. A d U,
Zone Easting

25. Coordinate Accuracy

h. l.JL-5
G.I.S. Mod

1 I Rl ^1 Pi 71 (
Northing

U
26. Prehistoric Site Object 

Historic Site Structure 

^Buildina| Other

27. National Register District Name:

N/A

28. Significance Evaluation

NR
29. Status j    .Date

NaT'^npl I pnrjmarl*

National Register . . .

Landmark Certificate

Kentucky Survey .

Local Landmark ....

HABS/HAER ......

30. Historic Theme
Pnmarv Architec

Secondary

Other

31 . Endangered

32. Preservation Project Status

N/A
Actual Cost in $ 1 ,000s

33. ATTACH PHOTO 

Roll No. 17

Picture No. 33-39

Direction

INI
J
1

ture TJ

Yes X

No

U

1 . , ,

34. Prepared by:

Joe DeSpain
35. Organization

Green Co. Hist, Soc, , Inc.
36. Date 1? Mfl r -j^ggjI

-3 7. Revision Dates 38. Staff Review

1/87



HISTORY: (cont.) and Pat Lyddan acquired the 'land and sold
to John Able Thomas c. 1853. J. A. Thomas sttows on the 
1877 Beers map % According to tradition, the south front 
room was used only for Mass. As St. Rose was the only 
place to go, the owner set aside this room for Mass only 
and the priest would come once/mo, to hold Mass for the 
neighborhood.



KENTUCKY HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY Sue No. WS-95

i.H...or.cN.m.(.i jonn Able Thomas

Original Owner

2. Present Name

3. Location

4. Owner's Name

5 Owner's Address

6 Open to Public 7. Visible from road B. Owne 

Yes _ No YBS No Private

9. Local Contact/Organization Local 
State
Federal

10. Site Plan with North Arrow

1 6. Description

INTERIOR: E. rm. has 
cupboards either side 
of mantel w/cross and 
Bible doors; Fed. mantel 
w/reeded pilasters and 
decorative reeding on 
central panel; panels 
above pilasters have 
corkscrew decoration; 
corner blocks over 
windows; evidence of 
chairrails on (over)

(Continue on Back!

1 1 . Architect

rship

.... .... —— .

......... »

12. Builder

13. Date

14. Style

A.

e.
1 5 Original Use

A U B. U

U

U

U
1 6. Present use

1 7 Cond tion

U
No. Stories

SmglP Pile

Floor Plan

Structure Fabric

Decorative Fabric

NA

U
A U B U

A.U 

I.U
Roof Form

19. History

SEE ORIGINAL FORM

20 Significance
The interior room arrangement on the east 
is unique to the style and may provide some 
support to the oral history regarding the

21 Source of Information

room's use as a chapel.

22 ADD/County

^23 U.S.G.S. Quadrant (16'/75'l

24. UTM Reference 

I l ! 1 1 I 1 1 1 It
Zone Easting

25 Coordinate Accuracy

m
C.I.S Mod 

1 l

I 1 1 1 I
Northing

L
26 Prehistoric Sue Object 

Historic Site Structure 
Building Other

27. National Register District Name:

28. Significance Evaluation

29. Status i — .Date
National Landmark . . ___
Mfition.il Register . .

Landmark Certificate ___ .._ __ 

Kentucky Survey . . .. _ ..
Local Landmark . . . ...... 
HABS/HAER

30 Historic Theme 
Primary . ...___.. _ _._ . _ .

Secondary .._. ___ —— _ __ ., 

0 1 her __ . . _____ _ —— ____
31 . Endangered

32. Preservation Project Status 

Actual Cost in $ 1,000s

33 ATTACH PHOTO 

Roll No _ . . .... .....

i t

L

-- —————— • —— -

'•™ • •• "•• 

i — — •••— J

Yes

No

L
1 , , ,

34 Prepared by:

Joe DeSpain
35 Organization

Green Co. Hist. Soc . . Inc.
36 D*, e 27 April 1983
37 Revision Ddies 38. Staff Review



DESCRIPTION: (cont.) plastered walls; central' door has rosettes 
inside and out over transom; open string dog leg stair; 
Tapered newel post; simple balusters; no brackets; W. rm. 
has one cupboard on S. of chimney; mantel same as in E. 
rm.; Fed. door frames.

The windows of the house have been lengthened at some 
point, probably when the Victorian decorations were added. 
Evidence for this is the length of the window below the 
chairrail mentioned in the E. rm. and the alteration of 
the brick externally.



KENTUCKY HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY SUPPLEMENT 
BOUNDARY AND LOCATION INFORMATION

Historic Property Name Tr>hn Thornss Site

Multiple Resource/Thematic Nomination Title WacMngtnn County Multiple Resource Are

U.T.M. Coordinates - List multiple UTMs if property is ten or more acres. 

A. 16 653680 4183270 D.

B. ____ _________ _________ 

C.

E.

F.

Acreage . 0.46. acreVerbal Boundary Description

Point A is located on the northeast side of Ky. 55 110 feet northwest of the northwest 
corner of the house. Beginning at Point A on the northeast side of Ky. 55, northeast 
with a fence 200 feet to Point B, southeast with a fence 100 feet to Point C, thence 
with a fence along southeast side of house southwest 200 feet to Point D, along northeast 
side Ky. 55 100 feet to point of origin. The boundaries were drawn to include the house 
and related space. There are no outbuildings. The nominated area includes one 
contributing building.

Sketch of Site Plan (Showing outbuildings, structures, landscape features aftd
the site boundary as described above.)

Official Courthouse Property Reference;

Washington County Courthouse, Springfield, Kentucky


