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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORlGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bessey Nursery as orlglnally desngned and built, consisted of a tract
approximately 15 acres in size south of the Middle Loup River in the SEX of
Section 3, Township 22 North, Range 26 West of the 6th P.M. It consisted of
a two-story headquarters building, mess hall, barn,and shop building. The
present headquarters building was built in 1930 on the site of the original
headquarters building. The barn constructed in 1903 was torn down in 1958.
The shop building constructed in 1910 was expanded in 1930 and still remains
in place.

Originally the irrigation system for the nursery beds was direct from the
Middle Loup River by pump with the seedling beds running north and south.
In 1957, wells and an overhead irrigation system were put in with the
seedling beds running east and west.

The nursery is still an operating nursery, producing approximately three
million conifer seedlings a year. The present facilities consist of
approximately 38.6 acres of seedling beds running east and west.

The nursery area recommended for inclusion as a Historic Place consists only
of the area occupied by the original nursery and includes the present day
headquarters building, the shop which is the oldest building on the nursery,
and a hillside arboretum planted by early day nurserymen. All other
buildings and facilities will be removed or replaced as their usefulness
deteriorates with age since they are not significant to the enJoyment of

the Historic Place.

In spite of all the additions and reconstruction of the original nursery,
the original character of the nursery has been retained. The buildings
and facilities still present a pleasing appearance and show the dream of
the early foresters and nurserymen.
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The continued operation of the site as a nursery will not affect the historical
integrity or detract from its historical significance. Normal maintenance
activities will be carried out in a manner which is sensitive to the historical
theme. Items requiring paint or roof coverings will be replaced in kind.

The interior of the Administrative Building AD-10 and Shop PU-14 and TL-15 will
continue to be adapted to modern functional use. Any outside preservation
treatment to these buildings will be done in such a mannerthat conforms to

the buildings original appearance. Intrusions such as alteration of raods,
sidewalks and necessary utilities will be made in such a manner that will not
affect the historic integrity of the building or its environment.

Certain buildings will be removed or replaced as their usefulness deteriorates
with age since their removal or replacement will not have a negative effect or
detract from the sites historical significance. These facilities include:

Nursery Overhead Watering System, Paint Cellar PC-32, Chemical House, Seed X
House, Garage FH-11, Bunkhouse B- 6, House B- 9 House B-7 and 0il and Gas House.

Removal or replacement will not alter the hlstorlcal appearance of the nursery.
Trees on the site will be removed and replaced as they deteriorate with age or

disease. Any replacement done will be in such a manner that it conforms to
the site's appearance at the time of nomination to the Register.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1903, the nursery was established to produce seedling trees for planting on the
Dismal River Forest Preserve which later became the Nebraska National Forest. "It
was the first Federal forest tree nursery and was developed by the then U.S. Bureau
of Forestry which later became the Forest Service of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

The name of the nursery was originally the Halsey Nursery, but was changed in 1915
to the Bessey Nursery in honor of Dr. Charles E. Bessey, late Professor of Botony
at the University of Nebraska. The establishment of the Forest and Nursery was
mainly a result of his long sustained interest in tree planting and conservation
in the Sandhills of Nebraska.

The establishment of the nursery was a new project for the Forest Service. There
were no precedents or practices to follow. It was necessary to go into the area,
break up the prairie sod, and figure out ways of raising coniferous trees in a
nursery which could be planted and survive without cultivation in the sandhills.

The nursery pioneered the way from the beginning and in so doing gradually developed
the present day nursery methods and techniques that are used by many nurseries world
wide. Nurserymen from distance places have shown keen interest and many have
adopted to their own needs the practices and some of the equipment which has been
developed at the nursery.

Some of the techniques and equipment developed are as follows: spraying dilute

sulfuric acid on seed beds to stop ''damping off', stratification of Eastern Red

Cedar to promote germination the following spring after planting, transplanting

seedlings for a year to develop a better root system, transplanting boards, four
year rotation of seed beds and use of native species for best survival.

The work of the Forest Service has been demonstrational. The successful tree
plantings on the Forest are a result of the quality trees produced by the nursery.
The trees planted on the then almost barren sandhills are to a considerable extent
responsible for the stimulation of shelterbelt and windbreak planting in the past
50 years in the Great Plains Region.
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Continuation Sheet

Information to amend the original form:

The following buildings within the nominated property while not

as old as the shop (1910) or as symbolic of the nursery as the

Administrative Building were built during the nursery's formative years,

were an integral part of its functioning, and hence contribute to the nominated
prepertie property's general significance. Many of the structures have

been changed and adapted to accomodate newerg techniques and AAd/

activities.

Paint Cellar PC-~32 Congrete Dugout 1931 Deteriorated
Chemical Hosuse C~13 Frame



