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DESCRIBE THE PRESEl;lT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bogk House was planned by Frank Lloyd Wright. It is a two-story
building, 47 feet-wide{north=souti)—by—76feet; 6 inches lomg—and—is crowned
by a hipped roof with broad, overhanging eaves. Walls, fireplace, and chim-
ney are built of tan tapestry brick laid with unusually wide mortar joints;
lintels, sills, and capstones are precast concrete, Thtoughout the composi-
tion rectilinear patterns predominate, not only in plans and elevations, but
also in details--the concrete relief ornament on exterior and interior, the
wood trim, the leaded glass windows, and the Wright-designed fixtures and
furnishings.//

Both the blocky, closed, compact massing and geometrical ornamentation
of the facade call to mind Wright's Unity Temple in Oak Park, Illinois, while
the interior, with first-story spaces articulated about a central fireplace
|mass, is reminiscent of his Prairie houses. / The principal entry is on the
north., To the left (west) of the foyer is the living area, occupying the
entire west end of the first floor and opening onto a walled terrace at the
front of the house. To the east, beyond the fireplace, are dining area,
kitchen, and pantry. Bedrooms and baths occupy the second story.

/fhe house has been carefully maintained and has undergone only minor
alterations during its 55-year history. / For the present owners it has been
handsomely refurbished under the direction of Wright's widow and Taliesin
Associated Architects of the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although it is not without interest that its original owner, Frederick
C. Bogk, was a successful local businessman and Milwaukee Alderman, this
house's significance dérives primarily from the fact that Frank Lloyd Wright
drew the plans. It is, moreover, the great architect's finest early work
in Milwaukee County and survives in admirable condition, The Bogk House
became an officially designated Milwaukee Landmark in 1968 and a year later
was recorded for the Historic American Buildings Survey.
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