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The Faulkner cabin was probably built in 1845 and is a tywnical -
almost prototype - affair of early pioneer days, whatever the frontier.
It was 18-x-18 feet in size with a front and back door and a single
front windowe. The plain hiv roof was ewtended in front to cover an
8-x-18~fcot vorch, supported by cedar posts., talls were of sawed logs,
hand-notched at the corners, and mud-chinked. & massive atone
chimney served a single fireplace,

In 1956 the cabin, abandoned and threatened with destruction,
was removed to a downtown location in nearby Sallisaw, socme six miles
to the southwest. There it was carefully restored. Only one log had
to be renlaced. The chimney wvas mariked stone by stone, dismantled,
and then relzid at the new site. The interior mantel is at least
partly original, The origin.l flocr remains, =2lthough a sinmvle
(rustic) new floor has been laid over it to »rotect it. The cabin
now serves as a primarily summer-time-only information center for
visitors. It contains some neriod furnishings, hovever, so it also
serves as an informal pioneer or early Oklahoman musSeune.

Very few log structures of the age of the Faulkner Cabin still
exist in Oklahoia todaye. fewer still exist as complete znd in
near-original condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fronklin Faulkner might well represent the not insignificant
number of non-Indiuans, mostly of dest Luropean stock, who cast their
lot with the Cherokees wnen they were bveing pushed out of the
Southeast, who accompanied them westuward over the "Trail of Tears,"
and who, through intermarrisge, continued to play & role in the
building of the Cherokee Nation for the rest of their lives. If
not the most important of these self-adopted Cherokees, neither
wes he the leust. And the Faulkner Cabin - almost a prototype of
the pioneer log hut in its own right - is one of the cldest siill
in existence in the statee. It is nominated for Wational Hegister
status to memorializZe him tecause no other vhysical evidence of his
1life wnd contributions to the Cherokee Nation remains. bven his
grave site was recently destroyed by a previous ovner of the Frunklin
form site - 2 fact whicn will, it is hovped, help to counter-balance
the fact that thc abin has been re-located.

*

Franklin Fuulkner was one of eight sons born (about 1810) to
white settlers living in the old Cherokee country of northern Georgia
and eustern Tennessee. A young, largely self-taught lawyer vhen
the U. S. sovernment wus forcing the Cherokees to move wezt of the
lMississippi, he decided to go with them. He was & teamster und scout
with a detachment under the command of a Captain Oldfield znd the
Rev. Ste-hen roreman. The narty left Tennessee Sent. 24, 1838, with
G8% Cherokees, It arrived, :ith G621 members, rebr. 27, 1839.

Faulkner married a fullblood Cherokee woman soon 2fter arriving
in nresent Oklahoma. They had two children. ihen his wife died in
1345, he moved to the Sequoyah District of the Cherokee HNation - near
the log home of fumed alvnabet-designer Sequoyah. ‘There he built
this simple log cabin. And there he married Nancy Pettit, another
Cherokee womuin, und foth red six more children. After she died he
married again, twice, before his own death in 1387. And many of his
numerous descenderts, to the fifth und sixth generation, still live in
Eastern Oiklachoma. Hgiburied, with two of his wives and several
chileren =nd grandchildren in the Faulkner Cemetery, now destroyed,
at the homesite.
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FAULKNER, JUDGL FRANKLIN, HOUS

ihen the Civil Var broke out, Faulkner, teing a southrorner,
favored the Confederite cuuse. And muny of his younger friends
left for Texas to join the southern forces. Dut he remained in
the Nation during those turbulent war yexrs that brought so much
suffering and hardshin t. the Cherokees. Two of his sons, nowever,
served unaer Cherokee General Stand Watie. Faulkner put his
self-acquired legal fraining into service for the Cherokee Nation
in 1371, becouing judge of the Sequoyah District. But for tuwo
years he filled this position until 1885, two years before his
deatie



