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This small pond is virtually the only representative of the
dozens of fishponds that once abounded in Pearl Harbor® The
pond has been variously called Okiolepe, Okiokalipi, Oneokalepa
Okiokalepa and Okiokilepe; the last of these seems more general
accepted.” The pond is located in the rather narrow channel
leading from the ocean into the interior of Pearl Harbor. On i
banks grow mangrove, kiawe and mamani trees while maval debris
floats against the wall and within the pond itself.

Okiokilepe is small, covering only a few acres, but is unique
among the ponds that remain in good condition on Oahu because
its wall is constructed of coral chunks. “Wade by stacking the
coral blocks, the wall is more narrow than that of any other
fishpond remaining in the same good condition. The 200 meter
long wall is broken in several places and_no evidence of the
original makaha, sluice gates, is visible. Today this once
white wall is smeared with the heavy oil floating in Pearl
Harbor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The primary significance of Okiokilepe Fishpond is that it is
virtually the only fishpond left in the Pearl Harbor area
where once there were many,many more. The fishponds of
Pearl Harbor must once have rivaled those of Kaneohe Bay on
windward Oaghu in their importance. Yet today Okiokilepe is
the only one of these remaining in good condition in leeward
Oahu and near the urban center of Honolulu.

Okiokilepe also derives much of its significance from its
manner of construction, being built of stacked coral chunks

instead of the stone faced and filled walls of fishponds in
Kaneohe Bay.

The acceptance of Okiokilepe to the National Register would
encourage the Department of the Navy to take measures to
preserve the pond and, perhaps, open it to the public.
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service.
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