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Zj/27/84 DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Santa Ana Post Office is a classical, symmetrical box with applied Spanish Colonial 
Revival ornament. Four arched windows admit light into the public lobby, and a large 
arched opening placed in the exact center of the front elevation, provides the main 
entrance.

LOCAL CONTEXT

Santa Ana is an incorporated community founded in 1868. The post offices is located 
in what was, in the 1930s, the downtown area of the community. Several structures of 
historic signifcance survive from the late 19th and eaicly 20th centuries in this area. 
The Church ^of the Messiah, Episcopal, designed in 1838 by Ernest Coxhead, is directly 
opposite the post office, - on the west side of Bush Street. The subject property is 
within the Santa Ana Downtown District, recently nominated to the National Register.

The 1930 site survey indicates that several wood frame houses and garages occupied the 
site prior to the construction of the post office. Due to basement excavations, no trace 
of these structures is likely to remain. There are no known archaeological or paleonto- 
logicai resources located within or adjacent to the subject property. Further research 
or subsurface investigation does not appear to be justified.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The basement and walls are constructed of reinforced poured concrete, while all elevations 
visible from the street are topped with a tile roof. The workroom and office areas are 
covered by flat compostition roofs. The walls of the public lobby are covered with a pink 
limestone wainscoting, and the floors are terracotta tile. The orginial lobby furniture 
and lighting fixtures iremain in place.

The building is a late example of the Spanish Colonial Revival, a style prevalent in 
Southern California in the 1920s. The structure, designed in 1930^ is among the last 
monumental post office buildings to be constructed in Southern California before the 
forced changes in design and construction brought on by the Depression. The open 
balcony on the second floor is an adaptation to the warm weather in Orange County, and 
is still used by Postal Service employees as a meeting place.

Specific features of note include the following:
0 Elaborate wrought iron railing and grills on front elevation;
0 Terracotta quoins;
0 Decorative terracotta frieze;
0 Cast terracotta eagle over front entrance; and
0 Turned wooden spindles in transom over front entrance.

ALTERATIONS

An access ramp for the handicapped was installed in 1969; an entrance on the north facade 
was added at the same time. A new bank of lockboxes has been installed in the public 
lobby and the orginial service windows have been removed.
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Spurgeon Station

The building appears to be in excellent structural condition. It is very well maintained. 
Restoration of the interior is scheduled and will include new HVAC improvements. The 
public service area of the lobby was remodeled in 1981 and additional lockboxes were 
installed.

The vaulted ceiling of the public lobby area contains eight semicircular murals. There 
are three murals above the cornice of the marble wainscot on each side of the lobby and 
one mural at each end.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building is a major urban design element in the old t&Wtt portion of Santa Ana, 
an area which retains many historiq : structures. It retains substantial architectural 
integrity, and is a good example,of the early 1930s designs of the Supervising Archi 
tect's offices.

The Santa Ana Spurgeon Station retains significant integrity of design, materialism 
and workmanship, and complete integrity of location, setting, association, and feeling. 
The minor modifications completed in 1969 (the north entrance and access ramp for the 
handicapped) have not impaired the architectural integrity of the building; they are 
small in relation to the building mass and are stylistically unobtrusive. The office 
is significant under National Register Criterion C, as embodying the distinctive char­ 
acteristics of a type, period, and method of construction. On the local level, it pos­ 
sesses high artistic values, and forms an integral part of the urban-fabric of the old 
downtown area.

The Santa Ana Spurgeon Station is representative of the buildings constructed in the 
ealy 1930s under basic authorization provided by the Keyes-Elliot Act and subsequent 
legislation. Though a large number of these buildings were constructed in California, 
very few have survived in their originial form.

This building does not fit neatly into the categories of building types presented in 
the cover document. It, along with the San Bernardino Main Office, is intermediary 
in size between the small post office and the large combined post office and federal 
building, and does not appear to have been idesigned from standardized plans. These 
two offices provide evidence that the Supervising Architect's office did not adhere 
rigidly to a standard floor plan when local requirements suggested a different building 
type. ^ y

Spurgeon Station is stylistically idiosyncratic; the facade composition and massing re­ 
flect Beaux-Arts motions of symmetry but the ornament is derivative of Spanish 
Colonial Revival residential styles. The building is a good example of the application 
of the principles of Starved Classicism to Mediterranean Revivalism.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Block 24, Town of Santa Ana Orginal Subdivision, Orange County. The site 
has a 182' northern border on 7th Street, 302' western border on Bush Street, 
150' southern frontage on E. 6th Street, while the eastern border proceeds 
north 80'±, east 32'±, and continues north 222'±.
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Note: Post office site outlined in red.

Source: Sanborn Map, Santa Ana Book, page 16, 1906-32; Geography 
Dept. California State University, Northridge, Calif.


