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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Rapid City Carnegie Library served its original function until 1971 when a 
new library building was constructed. Since 1971 it has housed the Police Station, 
while the new County/City Public Safety Building was being constructed, and it now 
stands vacant. The central portion of the library was constructed in 1915, and 
carefully matched extensions were made to each side as a WPA Project in 1938. 
Yellow limestone was the material used for central block and for the extensions. 
The main facade facing Kansas City Street has a central entrance marked by a 
distyle in antis portico. Three window bays were placed to each side of the 
entrance and the corner of the building is marked by pilasters and columns in antis 
The 1938 extensions were slightly recessed and added two window bays to each side, 
terminating the corners with the same treatment of columns in antis. A raised 
basement under the entire building has windows correspondin-g with the bays on the 
first floor. Again copying the 1915 design, the side walls of the extensions have 
a row of small windows above the height of the bookcases on the inside wall. An 
entabcature encircles three sides of the building (the rear abuts against an adjoin­ 
ing building) and it is surmounted by a parapet which masks the low roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rapid City Carnegie Library is significant in the areas of architecture and
education. Among the variety of Carnegie Library designs, this one was typical
of medium sized cities. The Carnegie Library was the third library to serve the city.
In 1881 Library Hall opened for use, and was followed in 1904 by the Rapid City
Free Library. Eleven years later a Carnegie grant of. $12,500 allowed the construction
of this ediface. A simple "commercial palace", this building has served as an
educational and cultural focal point for the city.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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